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In its annual gathering of
researchers from various
disciplines to present their
research activities, Research
Sector has witness high
participation rates of faculty
members as they displayed
their scientific achievements
in the events of scientific
poster day. A total number
of 98 scientific posters were
displayed in the 8th annual
poster day .

Scientific Poster Day for
scientific colleges was held
under the patronage and
presence of KU President
Professor Hussein Al-Ansari
along with Vice President
for Research Prof. Tahir
Al-Sahhaf and his assistants
Prof, Yousif Qurashi, Dr.
Laila Ma’arouf and Prof.
Haider BehBehani. The
event was also attended
by Deans and assistants’
Deans of the participating
colleges, KU officials, faculty
members, researchers,
students of graduate studies
and others.

This year’s event was marked
by the participation and

the Scientific Colleges

Research Sector Organized the Scientific Poster Day for

The opening of the Scientific Poster Day

presence of researchers
from Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research for the
third consecutive year with
13 scientific posters.

Five scientific colleges have
participated in the Scientific
poster day: College of
Engineering and Petroleum
(24 posters), College of Science
(39 posters), College of Life
Sciences (11 posters) , College
of Computing Sciences and
Engineering (10 posters)
, College of Architecture
(1 poster) in addition to
researchers from Kuwait
Institution for Scientific
Research (13 posters).

The researches gave a brief

presentation on their posters as
they discussed the main points
of their research , exchanged
views and ideas. Researches
also addressed many issues
of contemporary concerns
based on the coordination
between various scientific
fields, which is a clear
indication of the colleges’
eagerness to conduct joint
research and a goal the
Research Sector seeks to
achieve through the research
of various scientific fields, and
the involvement of colleges
in projects that require the
exchange of experiences and
knowledge.

Thus, Research Sector has

Through the Scientific Poster Day

focused on encouraging
organizing scientific poster
day event annually to achieve
this goal as to disseminate
a culture of innovation and
scientific research cooperation
at Kuwait University to
create an environment
that encourages scientific
creativity.

A competent committee
was formed to evaluate the
participating posters, as the
best posters under three
categories ( faculty members-
teachers’ assistants- graduate
studies students) will win
research awards.

The main aim of awarding
these researchers, is to

encourage them to create
and innovate as to achieve
the internationally approved
research outputs resulting from
valuable scientific, national
and social research.

KU President praised that

the active participation of
Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research, as well as other
universities such as MIT,
adding that the university
administration aspires
for a collective research
collaboration, as the presented
researches involves more
than 20 researchers, thereby
gaining experience that has
become today a universal
experience.

Prof. Ansari indicated that
research results will be
published prestigious scientific
international journals,
which reflects KU’s scientific
status to other international
universities

AL-Ansari & AL-Sahaf discussing with a researcher

Department of English Language and Literature Honors 2015-2016 Student of the Year

The Department of English
Language and Literature at
Kuwait University honored
its outstanding student for
the academic year 2015-2016.
The award was won by Sarah
Khashab after she competed with
a group of other distinguished
peers of hers in the department.
The announcement for the
winner of this award - which
is held annually for the fourth
time this year and organized
by Dr. Sundus Ajeel — was

declared after the candidate
deservedly fulfilled the multiple
requirements and conditions
of the award, which included
getting nominations by the
department’s professors, writing
a high-quality expressive essay,
maintaining a high major and
general grade point average, as
well as showing an academic
and personable attitude which is
responsive and interactive within
the university in dealing with
teachers and students as well as

outside the university by engaging
in extracurricular activities in
service of the community at large
in contributing to its academic
and voluntary functions. This
year’s winner, Sarah Khashab,
who is currently in her fourth
year and has graduate studies
aspirations, was honored by the
chair of the English Language
and Literature Department Dr.
Hani Azer in recognition of this
distinction as he granted her an
honorific star-shaped statue, a

certificate of appreciation, and
a cash prize donated by a group
of the department’s professors
who participated to applaud
the winner. Sarah, in turn,
thanked the department for
their encouragement and urged
her colleagues to persevere to
achieve such prizes which can
be garnered by students who
are keen on balancing their life
and coursework duties as they
manage to best use their time to
ensure academic excellence.

Dr.Hani Azer Honoring Sarah Khashab
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With: Dr. Khaled Al-Bahri Department of English Language and Literature at Kuwait University

By Sundus Ajeel

Q: Given anyone in the
world, whom would you
have loved to have had
taught you when you were
younger?

Dr. Khaled: If it has to be
anyone in the world ever
in history, because I’'m a
linguist I’'m going to go
with J.R.R. Tolkien. I’'m
anerd at heart. He was a
linguistics professor who
wrote one of the biggest
book series ever. I think
it would’ve been amazing
to witness that.

Q: Who’s the teacher who
actually taught you back
at school who had a big
impact on your life?

Dr. Khaled: It has to be
Mrs. Noor Al-Gharabally,
an English teacher at
the Faculty of Science
at Kuwait University. 1
was science major before
and the language course
required there for basic
English course with her. 1
was a bit lost at the time,
and didn’t know what I
was really into, and didn’t
like science anymore. She
kind of help me find my
Northstar.

Q: What a coincidence!
You know, Noor was in
my batch of students back
when I was a student and
was a friend of mine. Say hi
to her if you see her. Now,
what would constitute the
perfect class for you?
Dr. Khaled: As a teacher
I try to be in my own
skin. I don’t like to have
a lot of limits between me
and my students. I try to
make them feel at ease at
first because usually the
first two or three classes
everybody’s tensed up,
and if you’re nervous
or you’re scared, well...
You know, I don’t want
them to hate the subject
I’m teaching them, so I
try to lighten up; tell a
joke sometimes just to
keep them interested and

hopefully by the end the
mood is lightened and
they will want to come
to class.

Q: Humor can take you
far in life and it’s a good
method to break the
ice sometimes. So, what
qualities make the best
students that you could
have?

Dr. Khaled: I like somebody
who wouldn’t nod all the
time. I like somebody who
would talk back once in a
while; someone who would
have questions; definitely
not just sit and listen. I
want them to would stop
me when I say things
that are off-track or out
of focus. I like that in a
student. I believe in living
up to the standards of the
students and not just the
other way around.

Q: Absolutely. If it’s good
for you, it’s gonna be good
for them. Now, if you
could change anything
about Kuwait University,
what would that one
thing be?

Dr. Khaled: Regardless of
whatever things have been
happening or what’s going
on right now, maybe a little
positivity from everyone;
a change of attitude instead
of complaining all the
time. Let’s have people
look at things from a
different light.

Q: Absolutely. People
should seek the silver lining
in their experiences and
interactions. Now, what is
the greatest accomplishment
of your career?

Dr. Khaled: You know,
graduating and getting a
Ph.D. s a big accomplishment,
but to me my MA was
major. It came from the
department that I really
wanted to join (SUNY
Buffalo); it was a dream,
because they have faculty
members like Matthew
Dryer and Robert van
Valen, both well-known

linguists in my area of
dialectology, typology, and
contrastive analysis.

Q: Lovely. Lighter questions
now. Are you a morning
or night person?

Dr. Khaled: Night person.
Absolutely. No two ways
about it. I tried to change
it but you know what they
say about old habits.

Q: If you could have only
one meal for the rest of
your life, what would that
meal be?

Dr. Khaled: “machboos
laham.” Every day.

Q: Do you do you collect
anything?

Dr. Khaled: I collect
many things. it changes at
different times. Definitely,
I collect books; it’s a given
for professors. And, this
may be silly, but I used
to collect action figures. I
keep telling my wife that
it’s not a silly thing though;
in the long run this will
be worth something.

Q: You should check out
Comicon sometime. Have
you ever been?

Dr. Khaled: No.

Q: Segueing nicely into our
next question; if you could
have any superpower what
would that superpower
be?

Dr. Khaled: I’'m gonna say
flying. I’ve been thinking
about it ever since I was
akid, and it’s still a good
idea to me.

Q: Which bad habits that
other people have the drive
you absolutely crazy?
Dr. Khaled: I hate it when
people chew loudly; it
drives me insane.

Q: Can you tell us something
you miss about being a
child or a teenager?

Dr. Khlaed: Free time.
When you’re older, you
have the freedom to do
anything but never the
time to do those things.
Q: What’s the last picture
you took with your
phone?

Dr. Khaled: Let me check
[reaches into pocket and
pulls out phone; checks and
laughs] It’s just a receipt.
I save those things; you
know, the receipt will be
tossed away, and I have
everything electronically
saved.

Q: What’s the best advice
ever given to you?

Dr. Khaled: This is going
to be specific to Kuwait.
When I was a child around
six or seven years old, and
had never heard of different
sects of religions, somebody
asked me whether I was
Sunni or Shi’i, and I had
no idea what that meant.
And then again at the
same school, somebody
asked me whether I was
«hdhuri» (urban-dweller) or
«bduwi» (desert-dwellers),
and I didn’t know what to
answer again. So, I talked
my mom and she told me
the next time somebody
asks you about that, just
say you’re a Muslim; if
they ask you the other
question, say you’re a
Kuwaiti, and I thought
that was the best answer
ever, still.

Q: If you could’ve witnessed
anything in the world
(historically speaking),
what would you have
loved to have seen?

Dr. Khaled: What comes
to mind now is everything
morbid. I can’t think of
anything fun; so maybe
some assassination? The
attempt on Abraham
Lincoln. I would love to
know the story for real; up
close. The story we have
so far as it is recorded is
sketchy.

Q: If you can be any
age for one week for the
whole week, what age
you pick?

Dr. Khaled: Eighty. I want
to see what it feels like. I
feel for older people all
the time, and I love my
grandparents. I want to be

in their mindset
to see what they
feel.

Q: Is there
any question
that somebody
asks you which
you absolutely
hate?
Dr.Khaled: «How
much money
do you make?»
You know? In
any case, I hate
talking about
money, and

people keep
bringing this question
up.

Q: To me, people who ask
this kind of question already
know the answer.

Dr. Khaled: Well, they
heard something, and
they have that idea, but
it’s very rude. If it comes
up, I actually say «Even
my mother doesn’t ask
hasn’t asked me that
question.» Totally shuts
them up.

Q: What a great answer,
Dr. Solid. Do I have your
permission to steal it?
Dr. Khaled: Sure.

Q: Now, on to somewhat of
an evil question. Let’s say
you are in possession of a
brain washing machine,
whom would you use it
on?

Dr. Khaled: I would use
it on one of my childhood
friends who’ll remain
unnamed, and upon using
this machine I would erase
everything he used to be;
it’ll turn him into a better
person, hopefully.

Q: Is there something you
constantly lose at home
or elsewhere?

Dr. Khaled: Well, we all
lose money all the time
(laughs), but I also lose
my keys maybe 3 to 4
times a year, and it’s one
of those situations that the
minute I replace a key I
immediately find the one
I lost.

Dr.Khaled Al-Bahri

Q: What word do you
absolutely love?

Dr. Khaled: My favorite
word is “‘refurbished.’
It sounds funny and it’s
catchy to me.

Q: Do you have a least
favorite word?

Dr. Khaled: ‘Sleep.’

Q: Is there a skill you
would like to learn or
something that you would
love to be good at?

Dr. Khaled: Well, I’d love
to be good at sports. In
my family, it skipped a
generation. Everybody in
my house plays football
together, and I think it’s
a good social thing to be
good at.I’m good at ping-
pong, but you know you
get two people together
that’s easy, but to get 11
people together, that’s
exciting.

Q: I don’t think you should
be too sad about that because
you know it’s typical for
people to be either good
intellectually or physically,
and it’s a rare commodity
to find somebody who is
good at sports and good
intellectually. So, last
question now: In one
sentence what would you
like the people who know
you best to say about you
after you’ve passed on?
Dr. Khaled: «<He was
kind.» I hope so.
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