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TO CONTACT KU PRESIDENT

Prof. Abdullah Al-Fuhaid
welcomes any suggestions,
or complains on his E-Mail:

president@ku.edu.kw
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TO CONTACT KU PRESIDENT AFAQ RESUMES PUBLISHING

Established in 1978

PUBLISHING DISCONTUNIES UNTILL
THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST
SEMESTER AND SHALL RESUME
WORKING ON 26 /92010
BEST WISHES FOR ALLSTUDENTS

Prof. Abdullah Al-Fuhaid welcomes
any suggestions,
or complains on his E-Mail:

president@ku.edu.kw

http://afaq.kuniv.edu

Email:afaq_news@ku.edu.kw
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During a visit to Admission and Registration Hall

Al-Fuhaid: A Cordial Visit to Check on
the Work Flow and Process of Admission

KU President, Prof. Abdullah Al-Fuhaid
visited the Admission and Registration
Hall (Zain) on Tuesday 20/7/2010 at
Shuwaikh Campus. Dr. Al-Fuhaid was
accompanied by Secretary-General,
Dr. Anwar Al-Yatama, Assistant
Dean for Support Academic Service,
Prof. Ahmad Al-Manes, Director of
Public Relations and Information,
Faisal Al-Maqseed, Acting Director
of Department of Security and Safety,
Qais Al-Toura. Dean of Admission and

Registration, Dr. Muthana Al-Refaie,
Adyvisor at Deanship of Admission and
Registration, Msaed Al-Dakhel and
Director of Admission Department,
Nada Al-Mutlaq Received them.
KU President, Prof. Abdullah Al-
Fuhaid, highlighted that this visit
aims at checking on the admission
and registration process, in light
with what has been raised in the
newspapers about some problems
between students. p.31

AL-FUHAID CHECKING REGISTRATION PROCESS

Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait
and Kuwaitis: Thank You All

After Spain won the World
Cup we thought it is
important that we hear from
the representative of Spain
here in Kuwait, the Spanish
Ambassador Mr. Manuel
Gomez de Valenzuela, who
shared with us the beautiful
and historical moments of
celebrating the victory of
winning the World Cup
and here are the details of
the interview.

® First of all congratulation
for winning the World Cup
we all know it was well

Mr. Manuel de Valenzuela
deserved.

- “Shukran Jazilan”, Thank
You © Did you see it coming?
That Spain was going to
win the World Cup?

- Well with football one can

never tell and in the final
match and until the last
four minutes, even after
Andrés Iniesta scored his
goal of victory we could not
tell whether the match was
going to end with Spain as
a winner. I remember that
one of my friends told me
that these are going to be
the longest four minutes
of the year. I watched the
match between Spain an
Switzerland and I was very
depressed but then followed
the match with Chile.p.27

Dr. Al-Sharif: Afaq Cultural Forum
Contributed in Blending Foreign
Students with their Kuwaiti Peers

Afaq Editor-in-Chief, Dr.
Ahmad Al-Sharif stated
that Afaq Cultural and
Social Forum completed
its one-year anniversary.
During this year the forum
achieved the objectives of
its establishment through
communicating culturally
with the students. Al-Sharif
indicated that the university
cooperates with other
universities for cultural
and educational exchange
and for benefiting from
worldwide developments.

Dr. Ahmad Al-Sharif
We have enriched the local
linguistic programs and
established the forum as
one of the Kuwaiti cultural
forums. There will be

collaborations with cultural
offices at foreign embassies
in Kuwait to present the
cultural and social aspect
of Kuwait, Al-Sharif added.
Al-Sharif said that the idea
of establishing the forum
emerged after noticing
that non-Arab students
of scholarships are not
blending with their peers.
Therefore we had to take
care of them and fit them
in by establishing this
forum. p.29

Dr. Thyab: We Seek to Form
a Student Advisory Counsel to
Participate in Decision Making

Dean of Students Affairs, Dr. AbdulRahem
Thyab said that security members’ presence
near the Admission and Registration Hall is
based on KU President’s wish after fights took
place since the beginning of the registration
period for new students. This statement was

given during his meeting with Assistant Dean
for Students Affairs, Dr. Ali Al-Nami and
Groups organizers in which they discussed
different students issues, especially students
violence, scientific committees elections and
students associations. p.28
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Al-Mulla: Distinguished Leaps were Achieved in

IT unit at College of Engineering and Petroleum

Assistant Dean for
Planning and Career
Development, Director of
Office of Consultation and
Career Development at
KU College of Engineering
and Petroleum, Dr. Adam
Al-Mulla said that since
its establishment in 1986,
the office has performed
its role properly in the
technological field. The
Office set itself in a
distinguished scientific
standing in the fields of
technological and scientific
consultations needed by
Kuwaiti community.
This was achieved by
exploiting its scientific
potentials, its various
technological cadres and
using the recent developed
scientific techniques.
Al-Mulla pointed out
that the college has
finished preparations
for the engineering

workshops for the thirty
three summer course
for Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research, in
which Secondary-School
students will participate
during 28 June-29 July
2010. Al-Mulla stressed
that the college is working
on refining youths skills
from the scientific and
practical aspects. Many
leaders working in
different bodies and vital
sectors in the country
have joined this course
over the last years. Al-
Mulla Added.

Al-Mullah stated,
considering the wide
activities administered by
the Office of Consultations
during the last few years
and the need to establish
administrative work
mechanisms in different
fields, the office had
applied new management

Dr. Adam Al-Mulla

sciences and concepts
in the office and in the
subordinate workplaces.
Department of Quality
Control is doing a
supervisory role in following-
up, coordinating and
documenting managerial
work between workplaces.
It also conducts semi-
annual meetings in order
to know the general
performance, revising
the implementation
of these goals for the
previous period and the

developing plans for the
coming period. Quality
Certification Standards
ISO 9001:2000 was gained
since 2002 as an outcome
for these efforts. As well as
gaining the accreditation
in the new edition ISO
9007:2008 in December
2009, Al-Mulla said.

Distinguished leaps in
the IT Unit subordinate
to Office of Consultation
and Career Development
were achieved. Examples
of these leaps are: using
the electronic fax system
to send advertising faxes
to more than 300 bodies
in the public and private
sectors. This was achieved
using Symantec Winfax
system to save time and
effort exerted in sending
faxes in the manual way.
IT Unit also developed the
database to facilitate the
procedural work in all
office workplaces. This

will reduce the amount of
paperwork and accelerate
the performance of work
in addition to extracting
the data and following-
up the work easier.
Furthermore IT Unit
developed audio inquiry
system as a promotion
tool and as a service for
customers. Through this
new audio system, customers
inquire about the offered
training programs, he can
also receive faxes of the
training programs that
will be conducted and
the examination dates. As
well as the consultation
status, people working on
it and the date expected
to complete it. Customers
can also inquire about
employees extensions.
In addition to preparing
automatic statistical
reports extracted from
the database to know the
office performance in the

offered services. This will
facilitate understanding
weak points in order to
avoid and develop, as well
as points of strength to
focus on improving the
office performance and
developing purchase
system on the Internet.
Al-Mulla indicated that
the website has been
developed to introduce
offered services in order to
facilitate communication
between the customer
and the office, benefiting
from the office services by
applying for an examination,
consultation or registering
for a training course,
sending any comments
or inquiries. The office
has also established and
developed mechanisms and
work systems, promoted
graduation projects for
students of Engineering and
Petroleum College.

The University Administration regrets recent incidents and will not neglect implementing the regulations

Al-Magqseed: Students’ Violence Unusual Phenomenon

The university administration
denounced the recent
incidents that occured during
the registration period
for the Secondary-School
students. The registration
took place at the admission
and registration hall at
Shuwaikh Campus.

In this regard, KU Spokesman,
Director of Public Relations
and Information, Faisal
Al-Magseed, said that the
university regrets recent
irresponsible behaviors
and trespassing actions
by some of the students
Groups representatives.
Considering them as
unusual; and a breach in
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democratic practices.
Al-Magseed stressed that the
university administration
rejects these behaviors
completely, especially
violence which affected the
admission and registration
process, and gave a bad
impression to the university
image generally and to
new students and their
parents particularly. The
university administration
deals with the legitimate
representatives whom
are the National Union of
Kuwait Students.
Al-Magseed noted that the
university administration
will eradicate these negative

Faisal Al-Magqseed

phenomenoa which started
to spread lately. This is
the outcome of neglecting
the effective bylaws and
regulations at KU, Al-
Magseed added.

Students who perpetrated

violent actions will be
referred to the Committee
of University Order to
take appropriate measures
according to the regulations.
Ministry of Interior will be
asked for help to preserve
safety and insure smooth
flow of the registration
process, Al-Magqseed added.
He extended gratitude to
the exerted efforts during
the last days, which will
continue till the end of the
registration period.

Al-Magseed pointed that
the Director of Security
and Safety Department
observed recent incidents
and prepared a report to
refer it to the Deanship

(O]

of Students’ Affairs. Al-
Magseeed explained that
appropriate measures
will be taken against
this phenomenon, which
took place in Shuwaikh
Campus.

Al-Magseed also indicated
that KU believes in freedom,
democratic practices and
freedom of opinion. KU
sought to maintain this
freedom by organizing
students movements.
In addition to that KU
distinguished itself from
other higher education
institutions in the region
by establishing these
movements. KU gained
praises from different

academic institutions, which
expressed their admiration
with this deep-rooted
academic institution, as
KU allows its students to
practice their freedom at
the campus. This freedom
was called by the Kuwaiti
constitution according
to the effective laws and
regulations at KU. Al-
Magseed also pointed
out that the Deanship of
Students Affairs formed
a preparative committee
to organize the great
democratic event in the
university symbolized in
elections of the scientific
societies and students
associations for the academic
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During a visit to the Admission and Registration Hall

Al-Fuhaid: A Cordial Visit to Check on
the Work Flow and Process of Admission

Al-Rifaie: Applications reached 5794, admission process continues till 29 July

KU President, Prof. Abdullah
Al-Fuhaid visited the Admission
and Registration Hall (Zain)
on Tuesday 20/7/2010 at
Shuwaikh Campus. Dr. Al-
Fuhaid was accompanied
by Secretary-General, Dr.
Anwar Al-Yatama, Assistant
Dean for Support Academic
Service, Prof. Ahmad Al-
Manes, Director of Public
Relations and Information,
Faisal Al-Magqseed, Acting
Director of Department of
Security and Safety, Qais Al-
Toura. Dean of Admission
and Registration, Dr.
Muthana Al-Refaie, Advisor
at Deanship of Admission
and Registration, Msaed
Al-Dakhel and Director
of Admission Department,
Nada Al-Mutlaq Received
them.

KU President, Prof. Abdullah
Al-Fuhaid, highlighted that

this visit aims at checking
on the admission and
registration process, in light
with what has been raised in
the newspapers about some
problems between students.
Dr. Al-Fuhaid pointed that
employees at the Deanship of
Admission and Registration
organized the work to the
full potentials. Al-Fuhaid
denied rumors raised recently
through different media. Al-
Fuhaid also praised efforts
performed by all employees

AL-FUHAID CHECKING REGISTRATION PROCESS

at the Deanship of Admission
and Registration to present
the best service in order to
give a good image about KU
to new students and their
parents.

Dean of Admission and
Registration, Dr. Muthana
Al-Refaie, said that the
current registration
mechanism provided the
proper environment for
employees at the Admission
and Registration Hall and
students as well. Receiving

applications will continue for
the academic year 2010/2011
till Thursday 29/7/2010
according to the timetable,
Al-Refaie noted.

Al-Refaie said that applications
received till now reached 5794,
in which 901 were admitted
immediately. Announcing
admission results will be
in the beginning of August,
where sms will be sent to
the students to specify the
registration dates for the
first semester.

Admission and Registration
process is done according to
the plan, Al-Refaie added.
Al-Refaie indicated that
coordination between KU
Secretariat-General and
Department of Security
and Safety and Deanship of
Students were organized to
control the process inside and
outside the hall. University
administration visit motivates
and encourages employees
for more efforts, Al-Refaie
added.

Al-Fuhaid and accompanied delegation visit the Committee of Academic Staff Members

Al-Fuhaid: A Good Initiative to Build Fruitful
Relations with Committee of Academic Staff Members

KU President, Prof.
Abdullah Al-Fuhaid, visited
the headquarters of the
Committee of Academic
Staff Members. He was
accompanied by Secretary-
General, Dr. Anwar Al-
Yatama, Assistant Dean for
Support Academic Service,
Prof. Ahmad Al-Manes,
Vice-President for Medical
Affairs, Pro. Abdullah
Bahbahani, Vice-President
for Research, Prof. Fahed
Al-Thageb, Vice-President
for Planning, Prof. Dr.
Faisal Al-Juwaihel and
Director of Public Relations
and Information, Faisal

Al-Magqgseed. Head of
Committee of Academic
Staff Members, Dr. Awad
Al-Theferi in addition to
the administrative body
of the committee received
them. In this regard, KU
President, Prof. Abdullah
Al-Fuhaid, expressed his
pleasure of this visit. This
visit is a response to the
Committee of Academic
Staff Members visit done
a month ago in his office.
Al-Fuhaid wished that this
visit will be a good initiative
to build fruitful relations
with Committee of Academic
Staff Members, in order to

f

AL-FUHAID TAKING A PHOTO WITH KU STAFF MEMBERS

achieve mutual objectives
between the university
administration and the
Committee, represented
by serving the academic
interest and upgrading the
educational process.

From his side, a member
of the Committee of

Academic Staff Members,
Dr. Awad Al-Theferi, stated
that KU President, Prof.
Dr. Abdullah Al-Fuhaid

in general and academic
staff members particularly.
I hope visits between the

university administration

visit, aims at developing
academic work. Dr. Al-
Theferi highlighted that
the Committee seeks to
serve the university family

and members of the
committee will continue to
achieve mutual interests,
Dr. Al-Theferi added.
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related to the Arabic Language,
its culture and history. Accredited
rates were allocated for reports or
oral presentations given during their
meetings, journeys and visits.

® Is the forum restricted for certain
students?

Each degree-student in KU or scholarship
student is allowed to join us. We
didn’t indicate any conditions, so to

allow students to blend and coexist in
mutual respect.

The forum and the cultural Offices

Afaq Edition-in-Chief said that the person in charge of the Journalistic
Training Centre is Heba Al-Taweel. Al-Sharif highlighted that the forum
seeks to enrich local linguistic programs and setting the forum as one of the

It is worth mentioning that the forum hosted several personalities who
discussed issues presented for the first time, for example catheter operations
for MS patients which many media didn’t mention, in addition to discussing

the international human work such as aids flotilla sent to Gaza.

Kuwaiti cultural landmark.

In a meeting with Groups organizers where violence, societies elections and students associations were discussed

Dr. Thyab: Seeking to Form a Student Advisory
Counsel to Participate in Decision Making

Dr. Al-Nami: Taking decisions in all submitted complaints for the first time during the summer

Dean of Students Affairs, Dr. Abdul
Raheem Thyab said that security
members’ presence near the Admission
and Registration Hall is based on KU
President’s wish after fights took place
since the beginning of the registration
period for new students. This statement
was given during his meeting with
Assistant Dean for Students Affairs, Dr.
Ali Al-Nami and Groups organizers in
which they discussed different students
issues, especially students violence,
scientific committees elections and
students associations.

Thyab indicated that the Students
Deanship role is executive.When fights
take place it is the responsibility of the
Department of Security and Safety.
The role of the Deanship is restricted
to refer complaints to Complaints and
Cases Section once they are received.
Then decisions are implemented on them or they are
referred to the Students University Order Committee
headed by Dean of College of Law. Cooperation and
responsibility spirits required from students Groups.
There is no need for their presence at the admission
and registration hall, except for the only legitimate
representative of students; Students Union. Specified
number of Students Union members are allowed to
enter the hall as they hold special IDs, where their
names and photos are set. No Student Group including
the Students Union is given the new students’ numbers
because they are private.

Thyab stated that the Deanship will refer KU President
proposal to form a Student Advisory Counsel including
Students Groups organizers and Students Union
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the summer. This is considered as an
advantage to the Deanship because
it has always demanded this. Dr. Al-
Nami praised students movement
and democracy in the university.
He also stressed the importance to
abide by the regulations according
to law stipulations. For example,
the period of elections shall be done
within thirty days from the beginning
of the semester. Regarding demands
by some students to postpone the
elections to the second semester, Dr.
Ali Al-Nami said that this needs a
comprehensive study as well as full
measures since the issue is related to
the fiscal year and to the budget.

THEYAB MEETING WITH THE STUDENTS @

headed by KU President, in addition to membership of
Dean of Students Affairs and Dean of Admission and
Registration. The purpose of this counsel is to establish
freedom and democracy concept by involving students
in the decision making process. This can be done by
listening to their suggestions and implementing the best
of those decisions, which will contribute to develop the
academic process. Thyab highlighted the importance
of teamwork and denounced disagreements, especially
that parties on the country’s level are not organized
officially. Nevertheless, we at the university respect
students and deal with them individually and not as
a group. Thus making sure that competition at the
university remains fair. Assistant Dean for Students
Affairs, Dr. Ali AlI-Nami said that all submitted
complaints will be studied for the first time during

Dr. Al-Nami, stressed the importance
of avoiding committing penalties and
getting academic warnings because
this prevents a student from getting
Certificate of Good Conduct from the university.
Subsequently this will affect his career future and
even his academic future in case he wanted to get
a master degree. It is worth mentioning that this
meeting was held by an invitation from Assistant
Dean of Students Affairs to the Students Groups
organizers as well as Ahmad Al-Melem organizer of
the Independent Group, Jaber Ashkanani, Organizer
of Democratic Group and Hussein Al-Khader,
Organizer of the Islamic Group. Dean of Students
Affairs, Dr. Abdul Raheem Thyab highlighted the
importance to meet once again at the end of this
month to discuss suggestions submitted by Students
Groups organizers, which will be of a great concern
to the Deanship of Students Affairs.
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One-year anniversary and headlines in subjects published for the first time

Dr. Al-Sharif: Afa
Contributed in

Cultural Forum
ending Foreign

Students with their Kuwaiti Peers

The forum presents a realistic and positive image of Kuwait

Afaq Editor-in-Chief, Dr.
Ahmad Al-Sharif stated
that Afaq Cultural and
Social Forum completed
its one-year anniversary.
During this year the forum
achieved objectives of its
establishment through
communicating culturally
with the students. Al-Sharif
indicated that the university
cooperates with other
universities for cultural
and educational exchange
and for benefiting from
worldwide developments.
We have enriched the
local linguistic programs
and established the forum
as one of the Kuwaiti
cultural forums. There
will be collaborations with
cultural offices at foreign
embassies in Kuwait to
present the cultural and
social aspect of Kuwait,
Al-Sharif added.
Al-Sharif said that the
idea of establishing the
forum emerged after
noticing that non-Arab
students of scholarship
are not blending with their
peers. Therefore we had
to take care of them and
fit them in by establishing
this forum.

This forum aims at
promoting the concept
of mutual understanding
between students, Al-
Sharif added.

Al-Sharif talked about the
forum achievements in its
first anniversary in the
following interview:

® Could you give us a
brief presentation about
the forum?

Afaq Cultural and Social
Forum is conducted weekly
in which distinguished
Kuwaiti figures are
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hosted. several social,
political and human issues
are discussed in order
to educate the students
community.

- What are the most notable
events and activities of
the forum?

Despite the short period
of its establishment, the
forum managed to set its
place culturally, socially,
and even literary. It hosted
several personalities from
the local and international
community.

e How did the idea of
establishing the forum
emerged?

After noticing that the
non-Arab students of
scholarship are not
blending, which makes
them unable to understand
the other. And since this
isolation is a result of
factors related to the
university community
and the difference in
cultures, and based on our
responsibility towards the
university and towards
them, especially that
Afaq is published for
forty years, the idea of
establishing the forum

Dr. Ahmad Al-Sharif

emerged in cooperation
with the Arabic language
for non-native speakers
Unit in the Language
Centre. This initiative comes
as the first one towards
preparing university
students to communicate
and discuss various issues
with others.

® When was the forum
established?

Students meetings started
in the second week of the
first current academic

A GROUP PHOTO AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE FORUM

year 2009-2010, in which
some linguistic, social
and cultural programs
were held, in addition
to conducting various
visits, interviews and
journeys.

e What are the forums
objectives?

The forum aims at
achieving promoting
mutual understanding.
Establishing the concept
of civilizations dialogue
between students. The

forum presents an
opportunity for Arab
and non-Arab students
to meet with each other
closely. It also achieves the
balanced policy followed
by the State of Kuwait in
building the character of
its citizens throughout
their educational years.
It also contributes in
braking stereotypes about
the Kuwaiti community
and the Arab and Islamic
World.

|

s

SUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE LECTURES

® To what extent students
are interested in the
forum?

We see great interest
every week, and this is
not restricted on students
of scholarships but also
degree and non-degree
Kuwaiti students, this
is because it develops
linguistic, cultural and
social aspects to all
students. It also develops
the required awareness
of blending advantages
as well as contributing
in refining the student’s
character.

® What are the positives
experiences at the forum
after its establishment?
We are concerned in
reflecting the proper
image of Kuwait and
its culture to the Arab
and Islamic World. We
noticed that the forum
constitutes a great motive
for the students to exert
more efforts in studying
their university courses
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businessmen are interested
in doing projects here in
Kuwait and they are studying
very closely the development
plan so that the Spanish
enterprises could come
to the tender. Also on the
commercial level, we have
many Spanish stores here
in Kuwait such as Zara,
Bershka, Adolfo Dominguez
and Mango but still we are
not stratified and we have
the invaluable help of the
Kuwaiti ambassador in
Madrid, who is doing an
excellent work there and
we both together do a good
work.

¢ Did you watch the television
broadcast of the return of
the world champions?

- Of course I saw it and
my goodness. I know there
have been other times when
Spain won the European
Championship but this
one is big, it is the world
cup. They say about one
million people were there,
some of them were watching
from their balconies and
from their houses. They
also say that the match
between Spain and the
Netherlands was the most
watched event in the history
of television, thousands
of people were watching
around the world.

- who was your favorite player
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in the Spanish team?

- I like all of them but in
particular I personally liked
Iker Casillas very much
because I felt that he is so
humble and genuinely a
very nice person.

¢ Do you think this progress
in sports will reflect on
other aspects and probably
push the Spanish economy
forward?

- In sports we are having a
number of good sportsmen
don’t forget Rafael Nadal
who is playing tennis and
there are others in car
racing, basketball and golf,
in addition to the Spanish
national team for football
and so we can say we are
living the golden age of
Spanish sports.

In terms of the economy,
studies have been made that
the gross national product
increases when you win the
world cup because people
become interested and so
they buy flags, T-shirts,
caps and souvenirs.

Here in Kuwait we have
many people who are fans
of Barcelona and some of
Real Madrid and so many
of them travel to attend
the match over there. For
instance, a Kuwaiti friend
told me that after the last
match between the two
teams, which was held in

Barcelona, Las Ramblas
street which is a main street
in Barcelona was crowded
with Kuwaitis greeting each
other to the extent that it
looked like Salheya or the
Gulf Road.

¢ Few years ago the Spanish
embassy held a contest on
Don Quixote, how did you
find the people interaction
with it and do you have
any similar projects for
the future?

- Yes it was in 2006 because
that year witnessed the 400
anniversary of the publishing
of Don Quixote and many
clever Kuwaiti students have
participated in the contest
and asked very helpful and
interesting questions. We
do have other projects such
as bringing lecturers as we
did last year and bringing
books for the universities
that are giving classes in
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SPANISH AMBASSADOR WITH SHEIKH AHMED AL-ABDULLAH

Spanish. We have plans
after Ramadan to have a
concert and I have a lecture
with Dar Al-Athar Islamiya
in December.

® Kuwait University offers
Spanish classes, do you
have any plans to provide
courses for those interested
to further their Spanish
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studies?

- We are a small embassy
and I know there are some
Spaniards and Arabs who
teach the language and we
can help them with videos
and books and teaching
materials. The second
language here is English,
but now with the Prime
Minister’s visit to South
America, where the majority
of countries speak Spanish
except for Brazil, I see an
increasing interest in the
language and we always
do our best.

® Do you have a final word
for Kuwaitis?

- Yes something very simple
Thank you Kuwait and
Kuwaiti people and I am
very happy to see the love
and the friendship of the

Kuwaitis towards Spain
from the Amir to the last
Kuwaiti.I remember the first
time I came to Kuwait in
the seventies when I was in
Baghdad between 1975-1977
and we came to buy things
because here you can find
everything especially books,
which may be forbidden
in some countries and
now when I came back to
Kuwait I said to myself
my goodness this is not
my Kuwait. So many new
buildings were constructed.
I used to live in Yarmouk
area, which was not built
at that time. However I
recognized some buildings
such as the Sheraton Hotel
and the Hilton Hotel and
Kuwait’s Towers.

CAPTAIN KISSING THE WORLD CUP
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In an exclusive interview with the press after his country won the World Cup

Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait

After Spain won the World
Cup we thought it is
important that we hear from
the representative of Spain
here in Kuwait, the Spanish
Ambassador Mr. Manuel
Gomez de Valenzuela, who
shared with us the beautiful
and historical moments of
celebrating the victory of
winning the World Cup
and here are the details of
the interview.

¢ First of all congratulation
for winning the World Cup
we all know it was well
deserved.

- “Shukran Jazilan”, Thank
You

® Did you see it coming?
That Spain was going to
win the World Cup?

- Well with football one can
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never tell and in the final
match and until the last
four minutes, even after
Andrés Iniesta scored his
goal of victory we could not
tell whether the match was
going to end with Spain as
a winner. I remember that
one of my friends told me
that these are going to be
the longest four minutes
of the year.

I watched the match between
Spain an Switzerland and
I was very depressed but
then followed the match
with Chile, Portugal and
Germany and I started to
feel good again and so what
can I say with football you
just never predict what’s
going to happen.

® How did you feel

when watching the final
Match?

- We were in a hotel watching
the match with about 60
or 70 Spaniards and I
wore the Spanish team
red shirt, there were also
many Kuwaitis watching
and cheering with us.

® How would you describe the
people’s feelings and reactions
here in Kuwait?

- Well, I am pleased and
delighted because it proves
the big friendship between
the Kuwaiti people and the
Spanish and don’t forget
that His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the
Crown Prince His Highness
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Sabah
and the Prime Minister

and Kuwaitis: Thank Yo

‘Pc

Sheikh Naser Al-Mohammed
Al-Sabah sent a telegram
of congratulations to the
King of Spain and the day
that followed winning the
world cup I received phone
calls from everywhere to
the extent that I couldn’t
work and many others sent
bouquets of flowers.

- So you could feel the love
and warm feelings between
the two nations?

- I know that there is so much
love but this was a proof of
that love. For instance, the
driver of the embassy tells
me that whenever he goes to
the bank or anywhere else
to finish the paper work
many people congratulate
him as soon as they know
that he is from the Spanish

o

Embassy.

® Many Arabs and Kuwaitis
were cheering for Spain to
win and not just because
Spain played well but also
because there is a sense of
closeness between the two,
how did you feel when you
realized the amount of
support that was shown
to Spain?

- I’ve been working in the
Arab world for almost 23
years and my first post was
in Mauritania and I have
always seen this kind of love
because as soon as you say
you are Spanish you are
considered a cousin and
we are like a family. I was
talking to a Kuwaiti friend
before the final match and
I asked him who do you

o

think is going to win and he
said that the Netherlands
are very good friends but
you are our cousins and
part of the family.

® How do you plan to keep
those relations strong?

- Well we have very good
relations with the Arabs
in general and Kuwait in
particular and we try as
much as we can to improve
those relations, for example
in June we had a visit from
the Vice President of the
Spanish government and
there will be constant
interchanging visits in the
future.

We settled the issue of the
visa and there is an enormous
number of Kuwaitis going
to Spain and many Spanish
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Kuwait University is One of the Leading
Educational Institutions in the Middle East

Kuwait University is a steadfast academic institution Afaq highlights the prominence of this respectable
sector and the role it plays in raising the academic

that recognizes it’s faculty members as a great assets

chosen intricately according to high standards.

Conducted By: Sereen
Sara
- Could you give us a brief
profile about yourself? (Name,
Specialization, Academic
Degree, Universities you
taught at internationally and
related work experiences,)
e Dr. Mehmet Hakan
Karaata
* Department: Computer
Engineering

Ph.D. Computer Science,
August 1995

University of Iowa, Iowa
City, Iowa

Dissertation Area: Distributed
Systems
Thesis Title: Distributed
Graph Algorithms
MS. Computer Science,
December 1990
University of Iowa, Iowa
City, Iowa
Thesis Area: Distributed
Systems
Thesis Title: A Self-Stabilizing
Algorithme for Planar Graph
Coloring
BS. Computer Science with
High Honors, June 1987
University of Hacettepe,
Ankara, Turkey
RESEARCH Interests
- Mobile Computing
- Distributed Systems
- Self-Stabilizing Systems
- Sensor Networks
EMPLOYMENT
Associate Professor 2001-
present, Department of
Computer Engineering,
Kuwait University.
Assistant Professor 1996-2001,
Department of Electrical and
Computer Engineering,
Kuwait University
Assistant Professor 1995-1996,
Department of Computer and
Information Engineering,
Bilkent University, Ankara,
Turkey

Adjunct Instructor Department
of Computer Science
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Teikyo Marycrest University,
Davenport, Iowa
Spring and Summer
1994,
Research\Teaching 1989-1995,
Department of Computer
Science,
Assistant University of lowa,
Iowa City, Iowa
Duties include teaching,
grading, conducting research,
attending research meetings,
writing research papers.
Programmer Analyst 1990
to 1991, Department of
Otolaryngology,
The University of Iowa,
Iowa City, Iowa
Duties included

level at Kuwait University.

- In the last and needs to
few years there emphasize
was a huge fundamentals.
rush to learn Therefore,
and study the graduates
computer and inevitably
its sciences, Is need to learn
this rush still practical tools
as it was? Or at the work

is the labor
market filled
with specialists
in this field at
the present?
e The rush
to study computer related
disciplines reached its peak
around 2001.Then, we saw a

Dr. Mehmet Hakan Karaata

place. In the
Engineering
College we
try to cover
sufficient
amount of
practical tools while emphasizing
design, engineering principles,
and the implementation

our life and serves other
engineering branches?
* Two thirds of microprocessors
are in devices such as
elevators, cars, phones, home
appliances, manufacturing
facilities, and etc., whereas
only one third is included
as processing elements
in computers. Computer
controlled devices have
become an integral part of
our lives.
Most engineering applications
of today are computer
controlled. In addition,
most engineering tools of
today are computer-based,
therefore, most engineers
perform their day-to-day
tasks on computers.
- What do think about
Kuwait University

developing software as an academic
ettt 1 advise students not to waste your RESCUUEERu
and cochlear implants. what distinguishes
LM CENUCE  time and constantly challenge yourself. i
software and variety of universities?

audio visual equipment, * Kuwait University
Data Translation hardware suddendecreaseindemandin of engineering systems. is one of the leading

in conjunction.
Database Programmer 1986-
1987, Hacettepe

these fields of study after the
peak. Since then, the demand

These, aspects distinguish
engineering education from

educational institutions in
the Middle East. Its level
of professionalism,

University well-educated faculty
it Anyone who thinks he has achieved [JREutESEilET
Ankara, Turkey. e e availability of required
sl all has ambitions lacks the [,
SECNOPEN T incentive to live and achieve more. [Rakiabits
registration center. institutions.

Duties included

system analysis, design
of the database schema,
implementing programs to
load the existing data, and
to update the database (with
the consideration of database
backup and failures).
Application Programmer
1986 Summer, STFA
ELECTROCOM, Ankara,
Turkey.

Developed a stock control
system, personally designed,
and implemented.

- When did you start to work
at Kuwait University

* Joined KU on September
14, 1996.

appears to be gradually
increasing. The computer
related fields are emerging
fields; hence we should expect
continuing growth in demand
for many years to come in
the future.

- Are there any differences
between theoretical education
at the university and practical
work at the labor market?
¢ Practical work at the work
place varies a lot in nature
and changes rapidly in time.
Academic curriculums cannot
accommodate this level
of variability and change

vocational training.I am not
familiar with other colleges
in terms of there practical
emphasis.

- Are there enough applications
of computer sciences in the
world’s life generally and in the
Arab world particularly?

* There are plenty of computer
applications needed in the
market. As new devices and
tools are introduced to the
market and new applications
are desired. In this part of the
world, different applications
are needed as the culture and
the language are different.

- How does computer serves

- What do you
suggest to improve K.U and
to promote its scientific and
academic standing among
other universities?

e KU is more or less
considering itself as a teaching
institutions rather than a
research institution. KU
is yet to make visible and
significant contributions to
the advancement of research.
Following factors seem to be
limiting its ability move in
the right direction.

* KU does not have proper
graduate programs. A large
majority of graduate students
are part-time and are from

the pool of candidates
residing in Kuwait. KU
can start PhD programs,
bring the best international
full-time students with
proper incentives, and
establish research centers
to enhance its research
output. With the current
graduate programs, KU
cannot move forward in
this direction. In addition,
KU provides plenty of
research funding but the
spending of the research
funding has serious flaws.
Using the research budget,
expensive devices can be
bought; however, hiring
using the research budget
is highly inflexible and
unproductive.

Research administration
and KU in general should
fund hiring of post—docs,
TA’s and technicians with
flexible competitive salaries.
There are many professionals
that can not be hired using
the current salary scales. It
is unjustified to limit KU
hiring to less qualified and
uncompetitive candidates.
KU administration should
trust the faculty members
more with manpower
spendings.

- Advices to our students to
upgrade their scientific and
academic level and to achieve
success in future?

* Improve your oral and
written communications
skills. Do not waste your time
and constantly challenge
yourself.

- Have you achieved all
your ambitions or do you
believe that there are still
much more to do?

* Anyone who thinks he has
achieved all has ambitions
lacks the incentive to live
and achieve more.

- A final word for Afaq
Newspaper?

e Thank you.
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