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Shades of Gray

Throughout our
history, individuals
have continued to
experiment and
make discoveries that
expand our knowledge
of the world and
the full potential of
the matter around
— = us- from medical
advances to greater technologies. Science
has discovered ways to travel to the moon and
back, reach some of the deepest depths of the
oceans- discovering new species, and drive
hybrid cars. However, with great achievements
comes great questions of ethics.
Moreover, stem cells are pluripotent cells
present in all living organisms. These cells can
differentiate into any type of cell, including
blood, nerves, and cardiac muscle cells. These
undifferentiated cells may be used to treat
catastrophic conditions from Parkinson’s
Diseases to Type I diabetes.
Yet, controversy surrounds the sources
and methods of acquiring stem cells and
the possible improper uses. Often, people
jump to the conclusion that all stem cells
are derived from embryos; meaning that
a human life must be sacrificed in order to
create a stem cell line. Those people who feel
that life begins at conception oppose the use
of unused blastocysts and aborted fetuses in
research, while pro-choice groups generally
support embryonic cell studies.
Another controversy toward stem cell use
is the movement to create siblings who can
serve as identical-matched donors. The use
of in vitro fertilization and preimplantation
genetic diagnosis has allowed parents to
create compatible fetuses who do not have
the sibling’s genetic disease. Some people
have raised moral and religious objections
in creating a horde of embryos that will just
get discarded if they do not meet the right
criteria to help a sick sibling.
Additionally, the discovery of adult stem
cells has raised further issues. An already
differentiated body cell must be genetically
reprogrammed back into an un-programmed
pluripotent cell that looks like an early
embryo. The disadvantage is that cancer-
causing retroviruses must be used to “un-
program” the adult cells. This could lead
to an increased risk of cancer in already
compromised patients.
Nevertheless, the potential social and economic
benefits of stem cell research outweigh the
detriments of loss of life and limited funding.
Research and medical organizations could
allay the fears of the public by issuing policy
statements regulating the use of stem cells.

By: Tasneem A.Al-Muhanna

Email:talmuhanna@gmail .com

HH Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah Patronized the American

Society of Civil Engineers’ Annual Graduates and Excellence Ceremony

Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad and Prof. Al-Hajji with other attendees during the playing of the national anthem

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

His Highness (HH), Sheikh Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
patronized and attended the graduation of
the American Society of Civil Engineers’
(ASCE) and excellence ceremony, held at
the Sheraton Hotel.

The ASCE is a worldwide leader for
excellence in civil engineering with a mission
to advance professional knowledge and
improve the practice of civil engineering.
The ASCE is a focal point for the
development and transfer of research
results, technical policy and managerial
information through strategic emphasis in
key areas, including infrastructure renewal
and development, policy leadership and
professional development.

The ceremony began with the playing of
the national anthem and the recitation of
Quranic verses by one of the graduating
students, followed by the speech of HH
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad, where
he expressed his joy in honoring a new
class of graduates, adding that Kuwait,
represented by its leadership, government
and people, all strongly believe that youth
are the future and the persistent hope of
Kuwait. Thus the country has dedicated
its effort and attention to such graduates
to hold their degrees with pride.

“Your role has begun... to be the faithful

Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad with Prof. Al-Hajji cutting the graduation cake

sons of your beloved country,
exerting utmost efforts with
science, knowledge and the
strength of youth in order
to achieve progress and be a
solid shield of national unity,”
he said.

Moreover, he explained that
such academic success is the
best investment to attain
national development and
progress and thanked the
college professors, the technical
and administrative staff, and
the students’ parents for their
leading roles.

Furthermore, KU’s Acting-
President, Prof. Hayat N. Al-Hajji,
expressed her gratitude to HH

Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad
on his sponsorship of this
ceremony, which indicates the
special attention the leadership
pays to KU to advance its
performance and facilitate its
national mission for the benefit
of society, while achieving
sustainable development plans
that are based on qualified
human resources.

Additionally, the Acting-President
wished the utmost success
for the graduating students
in their professional life and
encouraged them to serve their
country, be devoted to public
interest, take into account the
method of constructive dialogue,

KU Won the Pioneers of Debate Award at the IUADC in Qatar

Prof. Al-Hajji with representatives of KU and participating students being presented the Pioneers of Debate Award

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

KU won the Pioneers of Debate
Award at the third International

Universities Arabic Debating

Championship (IUADC), held
in Qatar, under the patronage
of Sheikha Hind bint Hamad
Al-Thani.

The TUADC, which was

organized in harmony with
the Qatar Debate Center,
gathered 33 Arab and non-Arab

countries, represented by 67

Continued Pg. 31

Prof. Al-Hajji presenting her speech

listen to others’ opinions, and
deal with changes with an
open mind; in the context of
authentic values: cohesion and
compassion.

‘“You are the catalyst of
Kuwait’s social development
and progress, and the foundation
of its security and stability...
under the wise leadership of
HH the Amir,” she said.

In a speech on behalf of the
graduates, graduate Hashim
Al-Habib said it was time for
the graduates to pay back for
their country that provided
all their means of comfort
and services. The graduates
are committed to exert every
possible effort for the service
and development “‘of our
beloved nation”.
Nevertheless, following the
graduation certificate distribution,
the Assistant Undersecretary
Government Performance
Follow-up Agency, Dr. Rana
Al-Fares took the engineering
oaths from the graduating
students.

University Events of the

Week

Wednesday
10:00 AM- Seminar on

“How to Prevent Accidents
at Work” for the staff of the
College of Computer Science
and Engineering and College
of Life Sciences at Adailiya

campus.

11:00 AM- The “Ideal
Engineering Employee” in
Farouk Al-Bargas Exhibition
Hall (building 14) at Khaldiya

campus.
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KU’s Acting-President Signs Academic Exchange Agreement with the Juma Al-Majid

Prof. Al-Hajji signing the academic agreement

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

KU’s Acting-President, Prof.
Hayat N. Al-Hajji, welcomed
a delegation from the Juma
Al-Majid Center for Culture
and Heritage (Dubai), as
she signed an agreement for
joint academic and scientific
cooperation.

Moreover, the delegation
included the Director of
the College of Islamic
and Arabic Studies, Dr.
Mohammed Abdulrahman,
and the Dean of Research
and Graduate Studies, Dr.
Ahmed Rahmani, with
the presence of KU’s Vice
President for Academic

Affairs, Prof. Feryal Burbaie,
the Dean of the College of
Graduate Studies, Prof.
Farida Al-Awadhi, the
Dean of College of Sharia
and Islamic Studies, Prof.
Mubarak Al-Hajiri, the
Acting-Dean of College of
Arts, Dr. Faisal Al-Kandari,
as well as vice deans and
heads of departments.

Furthermore, the agreement
emphasized on the condition
for scientific visits by
students and faculty
members, exchanging the
supervision of theses and
dissertations, and organizing
joint conferences, academic
programs and scientific

Center for Culture and Heritage

Prof. Al-Hajji welcoming one of the members of the delegation

research projects; of interest
to both countries.

In addition, the Juma Al-
Majid Center for Culture
and Heritage, founded by
Sheikh Juma Al-Majid
in 1991, is a non-profit
scientific institution that
collects various cultural,
intellectual and heritage
materials; submitting them to
researchers, while providing
a library containing various
works in science, knowledge
and culture.

Besides, the center provides
opportunities for GCC
students to study for free
with the provision of free
transportation and monthly

financial assistance for students
in need. Nonetheless it holds
academic accreditation
and a lofty international
reputation.

Additionally, Prof. Al-Hajji
stressed the role of Sheikh
Al-Majid during the Gulf
War, as he financially
supported the Kuwaiti
families in the UAE.

“It is an honor to collaborate
with a center whose founder
established various charitable
organizations aimed to aid
poor citizens, needy students,
as well as offering cash or
commodities to the victims
of disasters,” she said.

Multiple smiles to Afaq’s camera lenses during the meeting

Allied Health Sciences Organized the Eighth Student Poster Day Showcasing

Students’ Research and Results

Prof. Al-Hajji cutting the ribbon to open the Poster Day

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The College of Allied Health
Sciences organized the Eighth
Student Poster Day, under the
patronage of KU’s Acting-
President, Prof. Hayat N.
Al-Hajji, displaying over 120
scientific student posters of
their conducted research and
results, over two semesters
and under the supervision of
their teachers.

Furthermore, Prof. Al-Hajji

emphasized on the role of
the college in supporting and
sponsoring scientific research;
praising the college’s dedicated
attention to this area, thus
achieving effective leadership
and scientific excellence.

Moreover, the Dean of the College
of Allied Health Science, Prof.
Saud Al-Obaidi, explained that
all the participating researches
have been approved by the
College of Medicine and the
Medical Committee at the

Prof. Al-Obaidi honoring Prof. Al-Hajji

Ministry of Health, noting that
it reflects the level and quality
of education at the college.
In addition, the Assistant
Dean for Academic Affairs
and Graduate Studies at the
college, Prof. Ali Dashti, said
that the first scientific poster day
began in 2007 with 50 posters
and this year the number of
scientific researches reached
a new high.

Nevertheless, various scientific
research papers were presented

by different departments at the
college in the form of posters:
56 from the Department of
Medical Laboratory Sciences,
seven from the Department of
Physical Therapy, 12 from the
Department of Occupational
Therapy, 16 from the Department
of Radiology Science, 15 from
the Department of Health
Information Management,
including the participation of
former graduates and graduate
students.

A view from the top

Besides, Prof. Dashti asserted
that some of the researches
amount to be published in
American, European, and Arab

journals, pointing out that an
arbitration committee will be
formed to evaluate and select

the winning research.
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teams, taking part in the
championship, at the
Qatar National Convention
Center.

Furthermore, the Minister
of Education and Higher
Education, Dr. Bader
Al-Essa, congratulated
the academic community
especially the participating
students, as it is the first
prize of such sort, offered
by the IUADC and the
Qatar Debate Center.
Moreover, the Acting-
President of KU, Prof.

Hayat Al-Hajji, who was
present at the IUADC,
along with KU students,
who participated in prior
debate activities, explained
that this achievement came
as aresult of the concerted
efforts and support of Dr.
Al-Essa, the Dean of Student
Affairs, Dr. Abdulraheem
Al-Theyab, all employees
at the Deanship of Student
of Affairs, college deans
and all participating
students.

Nevertheless, Dr. Al-Theyab

Students preparing their argument strategy

extended his appreciation
to the Qatar Debate Center,
headed by Dr. Hayat
Marafie, for the unlimited
support in organizing prior
debates and for awarding
this prize to KU.

In addition, Dr. Al Essa
explained his interest of
establishing a debate center
at KU, affiliated with the
Deanship of Student Affairs,
to ensure the development
of a KU Debating League,
in the near future.

The College of Engineering and Petroleum Organized the 28th
Exhibition of Engineering Design Projects Showcasing their
Students’ Projects

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The Engineering Training
and Alumni Center
(ETAC) at the College of
Engineering and Petroleum
inaugurated the 28th
Exhibition of Engineering
Design Projects aimed
to present distinguished
projects that are highly
qualified to acquire funding,
measure the students’
abilities to flourish in
the labor market, while
developing a productive
scientific discussion
among the members of
each team.

The exhibition was under the
patronage of the Minister
of Education and Minister
of Higher Education,

Kuwait University

College of Computing Sciences and Engineering

The College of Computing Sciences and
Engineering at Kuwait University invites
applications for the position of (language
instructor) in the English Language unit
for the academic year 2015/2016.

The following minimum qualifications
are required:

e Candidate should possess a bachelor
degree in English language from Kuwait
University or an accredited university in
a traditional residential and on-campus
format.

* Bachelors degree GPA not less than very
good and major GPA of not less than very
good or equivalent.

e Candidate should possess a master
degree from a recognized university by
Kuwait University, in one of the following
specialties:

e English Linguistics
* English Applied Linguistics
* TESOL
« TEFL
* TESL
* Teaching English for ESP
¢ Teaching English using CALL
* English Education
* Minimum of three years of experience in
teaching English at a university-level.

* Minimum of three years of experience
in administration in English units at a

university-level.

* Passing the personal interview

Applicant should present the following
documents:

* Bachelor certificate and grades certificates
for universities and educational institutes
he/she studied in.

* Master certificate and grade certificates
for all universities and educational institutes
he/she studied in.

e All certificates should be officially
authenticated from ministry of higher
education.

e Civil ID, Nationality Certificates or
passport.

*C.V.

* Any application that does not contain all
required documents will be disqualified.
For full consideration, applications
should be submitted one month within
the announcement date.

Applications are to be mailed by express
mail/courier service to the following
address:

Administration for Academic Staff Affairs,
Academic Staff Appointment Department,
Kuwait University, Khaldiya Campus, Al
Firdous Street, Building No.3, Block 3,
Khaldiya, State of Kuwait.Tel: +965 — 2484
4189  Fax: +965 — 2484 9562

Dr. Bader H. Al-Essa,
with the presence of the
Acting-President of KU,
Prof. Hayat N. Al-Hajji,
supervision of the head
of ETAC, Dr. Ammar A.
Al-Sairafi, and the support
of the Kuwait Foundation
for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS).

Furthermore, Prof. Al-Hajji
explained that a college
education will serve to
propel a graduate into a
profession by conferring a
degree, which demonstrates
academic proficiency in
various theoretical and
practical examples of
ways that a job might be
performed. However, the
payoff such projects is
that students have gained
invaluable professional

Prof. Al-Hajji viewing some of the design projects

experience, where they
might otherwise have
none.

“The participants had the
opportunity to take the
knowledge they have gained
in university courses and
putitinto action... At the
same time they developed
new skills, explored possible

career choices and built
a professional network,”
she said

Prof. Al-Hajji praised
the students for their
involvement in the exhibition
and wished them further
success in their academic

and professional career.




