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Open English Language Instructor Positions

College of Architecture

Kuwait University invites applications for a number of
Language Instructor positions in English at the College of
Architecture. The applicants should satisfy the following
conditions:

* Must have obtained a Bachelor degree from a program
taught in English, with a minimum GPA of very good.

* Must have obtained a MA degree in Linguistics or Applied
Linguistics (Teaching English Language) or a closely related
field.

* Must have obtained all education qualifications from
accredited universities according to the applicable laws and
regulations at Kuwait University.

* Must have experience of two years in language teaching.
The following documents should be provided with the
application:

* A cover letter explaining the candidate’s interest in the
position, and the curriculum vitae.

* The Bachelor diploma, the Master’s diploma, and transcripts
(originals and authenticated copies).
* The equivalency certificates from the Ministry of Higher
Education in Kuwait.
* Experience certificates and letters of recommendation.
* Personal documents (Civil ID or Passport).
* Teaching evaluations for the last two years of work if
applicable.
Applications will be received within one month of the
announcement date.
Applications should be submitted to the address below:
Administration of Academic Staff Affairs,
Kuwait University, Khaldiya Campus,
Khaldiya, Block 3, Al Firdous Street, Building No.2kh, Ground
floor
Tel: +965 — 2484 4189
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Designer Babies

Aman and woman walk
into an office where
they are greeted by
a fertility specialist,
who then sets them in
front of a computer.
The couple scroll
through various traits
and characteristics,
- . then mix and match
them onto a computer generated infant.
They decide on a baby boy with honey blonde
hair, emerald green eyes, grow to become
6 feet with an athletic build, have a genius
1Q, and a predisposition for baseball. The
doctor takes their order, and then schedules
an appointment with the soon-to-be-parents to
implant the embryo containing all those traits
into the mother. While this scene may seem
like a moment out of a science fiction novel,
it is not too far off what may be available in
the near future.
In 2004 the Oxford English Dictionary defined
the term ‘““designer baby”, as “a baby whose
genetic makeup has been artificially selected
by genetic engineering. The procedure involves
removing the nuclear material either from the
egg or embryo of a woman and inserting it
into a healthy egg or embryo of a donor whose
own nuclear material has been discarded.
Any offspring would carry genetic material
from three people.
However, genetic engineers should keep in
mind all the possible effects it will have on
our future. Scientists are of the opinion that
genetic engineering in humans might have
irreversible destructive results; it can hamper
the genetic diversity in humans if all the
defective genes were replaced by functional
genes. In such a scenario, all humans will have
a similar genetic makeup, and therefore, a
new and unknown virus or disease may affect
a much larger population of humans.
Animal studies have shown that this type of
genetic engineering is unpredictable. Mice
whose genes had been changed to make them
more muscular, unexpectedly became very
timid compared to other non-genetically
engineered mice.
Besides, genetic engineering, if accepted,
will result in an increase of unreasonable
fear or hatred towards foreigners or anyone
who appears different, and lead to gender
discrimination across the globe due to gender
determination of the baby.
Nevertheless, Adolf Hitler was on a quest
to create a race of blonde, blue-eyed and
tall people. Creating designer babies runs
along those same lines. The question arises,
which skin color and physical features are
to be chosen?

By: Tasneem A.Al-Muhanna

Email:talmuhanna@gmail .com

The University Council Approves Acceptance Percentages for the Academic Year

2015/2016 and Representation Allowance for Leading Positions

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

The University Council held its meeting
headed by the Minister of Education,
and Minister of Higher Education, Dr.
Bader H. Al-Essa, with the presence of
the Acting President of KU, Prof. Hayat
N. Al-Hajji, college deans and faculty
members, where various items were
discussed and approved, last week.
Moreover, during the meeting, the
council approved memorandum number
(4/2014) and the acceptance percentages
for the academic year 2015/2016 (70
percent scientific disciplines and 78
percent literary disciplines).
Furthermore, among other approved
items was the proposal of granting
Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain an Honorary
Doctorate; in recognition of his literary

and academic contributions and
continuous quest on serving humanity-
through The Foundation of Al-Babtain,
the issue of representation allowance;
for those in leading positions at the
university, and the annual report of
The Academic Publication Council at
KU, 2013-2014.

Besides, among the discussed subjects
was the proportion of the “formaldehyde
substance” in the College of Medicine. The
council listened to a detailed explanation
by the Dean of the College, Prof. Adel
Al-Khuther, and Vice President for
Medical Affairs, Prof. Basil Al-Naqeeb,
about the conclusions of the reports by
the Environment Public Authority (EPA)
and the Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR), where they clarified the

percentages in those reports and compared
them with conventional proportions in
medical schools in Canada, USA, Japan
and other European countries; which
is within the limits of the generally
accepted global proportions.
However, the council adopted the
following procedures: the formation
of an immediate team from KU to
consider and examine the results of the
reports by the EPA and KISR, assigning
the College of Science and KISR to
conduct an expanded comprehensive
assessment of the situation in College of
Medicine, and transferring the current
morgue to a temporary location until
a comprehensive evaluation process is
completed.

The Department of History Organizes Conference to Discuss the Reign of

Sheikh Mubarak Al-Kabeer

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

The Department of History at the College
of Arts organized a conference, entitled
“The Reign of Mubarak Al-Kabeer”,
who was the seventh ruler of Kuwait
from 1896 to 1915, under the patronage
of the Acting-President of KU and Dean
of the College of Arts Prof. Hayat N.
Al-Hajji, aimed to present scientific
papers and discussions on the founder
of modern Kuwait.

Moreover, the conference began with

Prof. Al-Hajji presenting her speech

e

Dr. Al-Ajmi presenting his speech

the playing of national anthem of
Kuwait and the recitation of Quranic
verses, followed by the opening speech,
presented by Prof. Al-Hajji, where
she explained that Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Kabeer was a highly intelligent and
astute individual, who was able to deal
effectively with constant imperialistic
ambitions. He achieved equilibrium in
Kuwaiti relations with the rest of the
world, and endowed the country with
a unique character that would enable
it to make independent decisions in
the years to come. This strengthened
Kuwait’s position with other countries,

transforming it from a
coveted emirate into an
effective political entity, with
established boundaries and
activities in the international
arena.

Furthermore, during Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Kabeer’s rule,
Kuwait was chosen to be
the venue for an important
meeting held by Charles
Hardinge, the British
Viceroy of India before
WWI. Sheikh Mubarak was
keen to confirm Kuwait’s

neutrality, she said.

“He upheld and defended
the 1899 Treaty which
recognized Kuwait as an
independent country under
British protection,” Prof.
Al-Hayjji said.

In addition, by signing an
agreement in 1913, Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Kabeer
succeeded in settling the
northern boundaries of
Kuwait, thereby blocking
any attempts on the part
of Kuwait’s aggressors to

Audience members at the conference

Monday

Life Sciences.

Administration.

12:30 PM- Lecture on
“Specialized Nutrition” in hall
room (110) at the College of of

12:30 PM- Seminar on “Kuwait’s
Civil Service Law” by Mishari
Al-Anjari in runway (A1)
at the College of Business

take its land, especially
the islands of Warba and
Bubiyan, she said.

‘“He constantly strived to
serve Kuwait and carved
out an international standing
for his country- the roots
of the modern Kuwait we
know today,” Prof. Al-Hajji
said.

Besides, the Head of the
Department of History, Dr.
Abdulhadi Al-Ajmi, explained
that the department is

Continued Pg. 39

Afaq shall reume at the beginning
of the summer course, on May 24, 2015, and
wishes all students best of luck and success !

University Events of the Week

Tuesday

9:30 AM- Launch of Poster Day
in building (33) at the College
of Science.

12:30 PM- Two-day seminar
on “Consumer Marketing”
in hall room (Essa Alyousifi)
at the College of Business
Administration.
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AUK Students Won the Final Championship Debate League for Higher
Institutions in English

Audience members listening to one of the teams support argument

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

Students from the American
University of Kuwait (AUK)
won the Final Championship
Debate League for Higher
Institutions in English
(FCDLHI), after competing
against students from
the Gulf University for
Science and Technology
(GUST), last Wednesday,
in Shuwaikh campus. The
teams corresponded on the
subject: “The council believes
members of the Student
Union should be banned from
political activities.”

The FCDLHI was under the
patronage of KU’s Acting-
President, Prof. Hayat N.
Al-Hajji, with the support
of the Ministry of State for
Youth Affairs and the Qatar
Debate Center, amidst the
presence of a number of
educational institutions in
Kuwait, under the slogan
“Express Yourself and
Persuade Others.”

Furthermore, Prof. Al-Hajji
explained that the aim of
organizing such activities is
to allow students’ capabilities
and creative talents to
flourish, while reinforcing

Prof. Al-Hajji revealing AUK students’ win

the relationship between
students and the English
language.

“Success is something all
individual aspire towards...
Unfortunately, it doesn’t
come easy, it takes hard
work, time, perseverance
and dedication for which
they should be recognized
for,” Prof. Al-Hajji said.
Moreover, Dr. Al-Theyab,
explained that on every
continent students and
teachers are increasingly
using debate as a complex
form of communication which
can train students in critical

thinking and creativity in
ways which will be important
for their success in their
academic careers.

“I congratulate them on their
success...
is an example to us all,” he
said.

Besides, a representative from
the Qatar Debate Center,
Ali Al-Muftah, said that the
practice of such debates is one
of the best cultural activities
in the GCC, especially due
to the great competition

Their achievement

between students at various
educational institutions in
various languages.

Prof. Al-Hajji and Dr. Al-Theyab thanking one of the student teams for

their efforts

The American Studies Unit Organizes Exhibition on Latin America to Broaden

Student Knowledge and Engagement

Prof. Assiri (far right) and Al-Jarallah (center left) opening the exhibition

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The American Studies Unit, at
the College of Social Sciences,
organized a week-long exhibition
on Latin America, last week,
aimed to expand students’
knowledge and familiarity
with different cultures, as it
is a part of the KU’s message
to collaborate with various
civilizations, cultures and values
of different political, social
and economic systems.

The exhibition, which was
inaugurated by the Undersecretary

of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Khalid Al-Jarallah, and
Dean of the College of Social
Sciences, Prof. Abdul Redha
Assiri, included information on
the Latin American heritage/
culture, and presented artistic
activities, seminars, lectures,
movies, presentations and a
photo gallery.

Moreover, the exhibition
included the presence of
a number of ambassadors
and diplomatic delegators of
Latin American countries, in
addition to faculty members

Prof. Assiri and Al-Jarallah cutting the exhibition’s cake

and students.
Furthermore, Al-Jarallah
explained that Latin American
countries and Kuwait have
historical ties, organized
diplomatic relations, and
frequent visits between Kuwaiti
and Latin American officials;
which reflects the eagerness
of both sides to develop and
strengthen relations.

“We have had six diplomatic
delegations there and we are
honored to have hosted ten
diplomatic delegations from
Latin America in Kuwait,”

he said.

Besides, Prof. Assiri said
that the college recently
welcomed a visiting professor
and Ambassadors from the
Republic of Peru, along with
the Ambassador of the Republic
of Venezuela to Kuwait, where
students exchange programs
with Latin American universities
were discussed.

“The college’s core values
include enriching international
experience by engaging
students, bringing a sense of
commonality to diversity and

Al-Jarallah touring the exhibition

championing the understanding
of all cultures,” he said.

In addition, the Head of the
American Studies Unit, Dr.
Hanan Al-Hajiri indicated that
the unit supported scientific
research while paying great
attention to the political, social
and cultural issues related to
the United States only.
However, during the current
academic year, the unit followed
a different a approach and
expanded its coverage. The
countries of Latin America
were chosen to clear the

ambiguity surrounding these
countries, she said.

“In that forgotten area, many
universities were established
before Harvard University
in 1636... Those universities
effectively contributed in
supporting scientific research
for the benefit of mankind,”
Al-Hajiri explained.

In addition, Prof. Assiri
thanked Al-Jarallah for
his participation and those
who made the exhibition a
success.
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Psychologist or
Psychotherapist

Do I feel well? Do I feel
lost or empty? Do I have
a problem ? Can I fix it
by myself?
These kinds of questions
can guide you to know
if you really need help
or not? If you feel that
you are misunderstood
or if you can’t achieve
your goals, then you can
ask yourself do I need a
consultation?
Now to have a consultation
that means that you have
a problem. Many of us
don’t know that we have
a problem. A problem
exists when there is a
gap between what you
are doing and what you
would like to be doing . If
you know that, then you
are already on your way
to solving it. You probably
don’t need a psychologist
or a psychotherapist but
when a complication
interferes with your ability
to solve this problem by
yourself which makes
you feel unsatisfied with
your life. In this case you
might need to consult a
psychologist .
If a problem cannot
be solved neatly and
simply, then it can turn
into a symptom, such
as exam anxiety, anger
management disability,
initiative disability. If
you feel, or someone tells
you, that you might have
one of these symptoms,
then a psychotherapist
is the only solution for
these symptoms.

By: Nawal A. Al-Saleh

nwl112008 @hotmail.com
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Faculty members discussing their scientific papers

Continued Pg. 40 honored to

present 13

scientific

papers written by Kuwaiti
faculty members from various
departments; the highest percentage
of Kuwaiti participation at local

KU conferences.

On another note, the department
strives to explore various
methodologies and different

world.

approaches to the past, Dr. Al-
Ajmi said. Faculty members
assist students in acquiring the
knowledge/skills essential to
becoming contributing scholars,
while helping them to become
effective teachers and to exist
comfortably within a demanding
and complicated professional

“Many of the founding members

Prof. Al-Hajji being interviewed by a TV journalist

Dr. Al-Ajmi said.

their involvement and scientific

efforts.

Students Organize Venue for Public
Discussion and Expression: Utalk

By: Shayma Al-Enizi
For the students of KU,
there is a desire for them
to be heard. Unfortunately,
currently there are no
podiums on which the
students may be able to
voice their opinions and
inspire productive discussion.
Such podiums are only
reserved for courses like
Debate and Presentation,
part of Kaifan’s English
program. In times of
disadvantage, however,
come times of ingenuity.
The Utalk then arrives
as a beacon of hope for
those that want to express
themselves, but have never
been given the means to
do so. Throughout the
semester and throughout
all five talks, it has taken
the initiative to give the
students the public avenues
that they so desired for
freedom of speech.

The first talk, in fact, dealt
with that very same subject
as it tackled the dangers of
freedom of speech when it
plays into a specific agenda:
an agenda that inspires a
culture of hate. The talk
specifically cited such
hateful works as that of

Charlie Hebdo. Though it
rejected the murders that
occurred, it nevertheless
critically analyzed the
role of media outlets in
feeding a culture of hate
against certain groups.
However, freedom of speech
is not something that is
discouraged. In fact, the
fourth talk reiterated this
by directly proposing an
avenue for all to voice their
opinion without dictating
hate, violence, or the
enforcement of a particular
lifestyle or ideology of a
dominant group.

Utalk is however not restricted
to ideological struggle in its
abstract form. The third
speaker inspired a heated
discussion amongst the
audience members as the
presenter challenged what it
means to really be Kuwaiti.
The speaker brought in
arguments discussing the
decline of Kuwaiti society
and culture, analyzing our
role in further drowning our
country by being passive,
allowing corruption to
occur, and refusing to push
forward our country from
the current state it’s in.
The fifth and final talk,

about education, tackles
the ideas of passive students
and indifferent instructors,
focusing on how they both
are detrimental in the pursuit
of knowledge and in moving
society forward. This is the
message the Utalk would
like to end with: nobody has
the luxury of being passive
when every move is needed
to go forward. Utalk aimed
to move towards progress
by providing students with
platforms completely centered
around their ideas and
thoughts, their creativity,
their voice. This has lured
passive students out of
their shells and successfully
created socially aware and
socially active students
that no longer take their
role in the bigger picture
for granted.

The very same students
that stood behind Utalk will
still keep progressing and
pushing for change through
their next summer course
project: documentaries. These
5-7 minute documentaries
aim to shed light on societal
problems and public issues
plaguing our lives.

of the department; who played
key roles in the education process,
evolution of the department, and
lofty national reputation, are
present in the conference, with
three generations of students,”

Nevertheless, Dr. Al-Ajmi
thanked the participants for

Prof. Najat Al-Mutawa (left) and Prof. Farida Al-Awadhi

(center) viewing the conference posters

Seminar Held at the College of
Engineering and Petroleum on
Entrepreneurship and Corporation to
Inspire Students in Achieving Positive

Societal Changes

Dr. Kian (center left) and Dr. Al-Mutawa (center) smiling to Afaq’s
camera, along with college students

By: Dr. Souhaila F. Al-Mutawa
Dr. Kian Saadat presented the story of Hassan’s
Optician Company at a seminar held at the College
of Engineering and Petroleum. It is an original
journey taken by an entrepreneurial optician who,
in 1951, chose Kuwait as his home. Mr. Hassan
Saadat’s determination and passion led him to
make full use of the limited resources available
to him at that time; he even built his own lens-
grinding machine that used sand from the shores
of Kuwait to grind optical lenses.
At the seminar, Dr. Kian Saadat, who is a fully
qualified optician himself, recounted how the
company that his father started as an entrepreneur
has become a fully-fledged corporation that extends
well beyond optics. The seminar was well-attended
by engineering students who were inspired to seek
their own path and commit to making positive
changes in their societies.



