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Wall Street (6-6)

What’s after?

Historically, Americans like curing
diseases, but they are not very good at
preventative medicine. Whenever there
is a crisis on the horizon, they mostly
do not take preventative measurements,
they go and deal with the crisis after
it happen. Look at the Securities Act
of 1933, the Securities Exchange Act
of 1934, and the birth of the Securities
and Exchange Commission. They all
came into existence after the stock
market crash of 1929, which led to the
Great Depression. The Financial Crisis
of 2007-2008 was not any difference.
Most notably, the Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Protection
Act of 2010 was passed as a response
to the Financial Crisis.

Financial pundits emphasize in every
occasion that no one knows what’s the
next financial crisis would look like,
or when it be. Therefore, passing laws
after each and every financial crisis is
normal. However, what’s not normal is
when you have red flags of a potential
financial crisis and ignore those red
flags and do not give a listening ear.
Bernie Sanders, the former presidential
candidate and current U.S. Senator
once said after the financial crisis had
happened, “Wall Street cannot continue
to be an island unto itself, gambling
trillions in risky financial instruments
while expecting the public to bail it out.”
The most important thing faces this
country is how to make laws protecting:
the general public, tax payers, 401 K
beneficiary from the big boys gambling
in Wall Street. Maybe these laws will
also protects Wall Street from its own
evil. Who knows?
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World Through Art .
At Banan’s HOlldayS

Welcome aboard a
journey where life is
presented through
the various forms of
art. As ordinary and
unexceptional as it
may seem, an artwork
can either reveal a
story, or relate to an
experience that can
make it relatable and
meaningful to the
recipient. Whether
itis in the story of its
creation, the message
it carries, or simply
the first impression it
creates and the visual
impact it has on you,
here you are in this
lounge, slowing the
pace to celebrate life
from an unfamiliar
perspective: art.

This week’s artwork is Claude
Monet’s “The Beach at
Trouville,” which he painted
while spending a summer on
the channel coast in the north
of France with his family
and friend. The painting was
obviously made on the spot,
and this was indicated by the
sand grains scattered across
the painting surface obviously
by the blowing wind the artist
tried to depict through the
clouds. The sand was not only
blown on the painting surface,
which created the irony of
taking the woman in black to
winter season as the specks of
sand blown on her black gown
resembled snow, but also into
the paint on the artist’s palette
while he was painting, creating
a medium of its own kind.
Given the conditions in which
Monet painted, it is apparent
that this was not a convenient
painting experience, yet dating
the painting and adding the
initials demonstrates that the
artist was happy with the result
despite its impurities, and this
reflects his happiness at that

moment. Summer holiday is
now approaching, and here 1
would like to take the chance
to wish everyone a summer
holiday well spent with your
loved ones no matter where
the spot is.

Banan H Akbar
Language Instructor — HSC
Benan.akbar @ku.edu.kw
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