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World Through Art Earth Day: A Portrait
At Banan’s

Welcome aboard a
journey where life
is presented through
the various forms of
art. As ordinary and
unexceptional as it
may seem, an artwork
can either reveal a
story, or relate to an
experience that can
make it relatable and
meaningful to the
recipient. Whether it

is in the story of its creation, the message
it carries, or simply the first impression
it creates and the visual impact it has
on you, here you are in this lounge,
slowing the pace to celebrate life from
an unfamiliar perspective: art.

This week’s artwork is an oil painting
titled ‘Study of the Trunk of an Elm Tree’
and created by John Constable; a painter
for whom I shared another artwork back
in January 2022 as the subject of my,
then, second article. Constable is an
English landscape painter and a son of
a wealthy corn merchant who spent his
life in the English countryside, which
created a context for the artist to choose
his painting approach from. Constable
took advantage of the different types of
experiences he had; his surroundings and
way of life and his acquired knowledge of

portrait painting techniques, to create this
artwork with details that are rarely seen
in landscape paintings creating a startling
realism. The landscape artist applied
portrait painting techniques and norms
to execute his landscape artwork making
the best of his experiences by positioning
the elements that his painting consists of.
He chose to place the tree in the center
of the painting focusing on the tree trunk
specifically with the rest of the natural
elements placed as a background. while
deliberately executing it in a detailed manner,
whether technically or by the inclusion
of certain elements, and by choosing a
small size to present his work in, which
is commonly associated with portraits, he
gave nature art the formation and details
of a portrait painting. Finally, since the
world celebrates earth day on the 22nd of
April, which was only a few days ago, [

would like to use this portrait of a tree to
join the celebration and share a thought
on the subject. Here I wish everyone who
made it this far a healthy life lived on a
clean prosperous planet.
Banan H Akbar
Language Instructor — HSC
Benan.akbar @ku.edu kw
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