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World Through Art

At Banan’s

The Good Life

Welcome aboard a
journey where life
is presented through
the various forms of
art. As ordinary and
unexceptional as it
may seem, an artwork
can either reveal a
story, or relate to an
experience that can
make it relatable and
meaningful to the
recipient. Whether it

is in the story of its creation, the message
it carries, or simply the first impression
it creates and the visual impact it has
on you, here you are in this lounge,
slowing the pace to celebrate life from
an unfamiliar perspective: art.

Celebrating the francophone day last
week as part of the language instructors’
body of Kuwait University and as simply
an interested individual in the French
language, I have decided to write about
the sketches in French. So, this week I'm
going back to the English version of it for
most foreign language speakers of Kuwait
University are English language speakers
in addition to the purpose for which I am
writing. The artwork consists of sketches
taken from a sketch book that belonged
to the French artist Eugene Delacroix,
who is also known for his illustrations

(Back to English)

of literature works and for painting the
famous “Lady Liberty Leading the People”.
These drawings are part of the artist’s
Moroccan travel diaries. In 1832, Delacroix
traveled to North Africa and Spain as
part of a diplomatic mission. A trip that
enriched the artist’s art content with more
subjects. Enthusiastic, optimistic, open
minded, longing for a new experience and
searching for the exotic, once in Morocco,
Delacroix discovered a new civilization
and had an impression about the daily
life of the locals for which he showed
admiration through his acknowledgment
of its details. He admiringly described
the customs as ‘“daily ancient”. He also
acknowledged the events with music and
presents as well as the decoration through his
description of furniture accessories. Since
he is depicting the good life of an Islamic
society, Delocroix’s drawings’ subjects and

vibes are very
reminiscent to
the cozy vibes
of Ramadan.
Hence, as 1
would like
to take the
opportunity to
celebrate the
francophone
day, I would
also like to wish
everyone who
made it this far
a Ramadan full
of blessings.

Banan H. Akbar
Language Instructor - HSC
Benan.akbar @edu.ku.kw
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