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Welcome aboard a journey
where life is presented through
the various forms of art.

As ordinary and unexceptional
as it may seem, an artwork
can either reveal a story, or
relate to an experience that
can make it relatable and
meaningful to the recipient.
Whether it is in the story of
its creation, the message it
carries, or simply the first
impression it creates and
the visual impact it has on
you, here you are in this
lounge, slowing the pace
to celebrate life from an
unfamiliar perspective: art.

This week’s artwork is a
painting titled ‘Summer’

World Through Art

At Banan’s

and made by the Italian
artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo.
Arcimboldo was originally a
court painter and a designer.
He was commissioned by the
emperor of Austria to paint
imperial portraits in Vienna
and Prague. The artist not
only painted portraits but
also other subjects of which
were animals that belonged
to the imperial household.
However, shortly after his
arrival in Vienna, Arcimboldo
began to transform his
work from conventional to
distinctive art that swept all
his common previous work
away and gave room to new
work that distinguished the
artist from his contemporaries
and demonstrated his talent,
intelligence, and beautiful
imagination. Afterwards, the
influence of Arcimboldo’s
art became apparent in the
paintings of artists who

Summer Smiles

tried to follow his steps by
implementing their own
methods and within their own
limits. ‘Summer’ is one of
the ‘Seasons’ collection of
artworks in which the recipient
can sense the artist’s creativity
and playfulness as he utilises
his skills in portraiture to
transform a human figure into
a composition of edible items,
adding enough humour to
the messages his works were
meant to convey. The figure,
which is a personification of
summer season, consisted
of fruits and vegetables
that are typically summer
produce combined with some
of those of other seasons.
This combination depicts
the abundance of summer
and promises prosperous
future harvest. ‘Seasons,’
which was meant to show
appreciation for nature,
was the first of a series of

paintings classified under the
same genre, which involved
Pantings containing various
kinds of items other than the
edible ones. Finally, as the
academic summer has almost
reached its end, I would like
to wish our students good
luck with the exams and a
happy anticipated summer
holiday. Take advantage of
the free time you will be
having to improve yourselves

physically, intellectually, or
spiritually. Focus on what you
are passionate about and enjoy
more of it in several ways.
It adds to your knowledge
and improves your skills,
and when the time comes,
enjoy unboxing them.

Banan H Akbar
Language Instructor-HSC
benan.akbar@ku.edu kw
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