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Wall Street (6-2)

Wall Street v. Main Street

Both Fox and Lewis studied in at
atop tier business schools, New
York University and the London
School of Economics, respectively.
No surprise here. Thousands of
students graduate from €lite, top
tier, lvy League schoolsevery year.
Nonetheless, it is much easier to
find your way to the elite class in
the United States if you compare
it to other locations like Europe
or the Arabian Gulf States. Those
regions still maintain atraditional
hierarchy. Many successful people
in the United States found their
way to the top and became rich
even though they came from poor
or modest families.

By the sametoken, both characters
had the same fear of ending up
poor. Bud Fox did not want to
become a version of his father, a
blue-collar worker from the Main
Street. He knew what he wanted:
to become either a bull or a bear,
but not a pig. This was Gekko's
advice when he said, “Bulls make
money. Bears make money. Pigs?
They get slaughtered.”

On the other hand, Lewis did not
know where he would end up
before he determined that Wall
Street was the placeto bein 1985.
Not surprisingly, he left Solomon
Brothers at the beginning of 1988
because he realized it was not the
place to become the person he
wanted to be: even if he was paid
MBA wages, without having earned
an MBA. Bud Fox turned thetable
on Gekko's manipulative schemes
when he used him as a source to
gather information, the most precious
commaodity on Wall Street.
Michael Lewisand Bud Fox eventualy
returned to Main Street. Bud Fox
was arrested for insider trading
violations and securitiesfraud that
violated the laws of the Securities
and Exchange Commission. Michael
Lewisbecame awriter who works at
home from his cottagein Berkeley,
California. How did this happen?
Why did these characters eventually
return to Main Street?
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World Through Art

At Banan's

Welcome aboard a
journey where life
Ispresented through
thevariousformsof
art.Asordinary and
unexceptional as it
may seem, an artwork
can either reveal a
story, or relatetoan
experiencethat can
makeit relatableand
meaningful to the
recipient. Whether
itisinthestory of its

June 19

creation, themessageit carries,
or simply the first impression
it createsand thevisual impact
it hason you, hereyou arein
thislounge, slowing the paceto
celebratelifefrom an unfamiliar
per spective: art.

Thisweek’sartwork is* Winter
Landscape”: an oil painting created
by the German 19th - century
artist Caspar David Friedrich.
There are two versions of this
painting; one that has been on
display inthe museum of art and
cultural history in Dortmund,
Germany since 1940. The other
istheversion that hasbeeninthe
possession of the London National
Gallery since 1987. Despite how
identical the pair of paintings
seemsto be, differences between

these two versions were spotted.
These differenceswerefound in
the gateway and the poking grass
inthe snow that could be spotted
only in the London version,
raising aquestion and creating a
matter of originality. To solvethe
problem, art historians studied
the artist’s style and technical
progress and compared it to the
techniques used in both versions;
for example, they studied hisbrush
strokes and medium thickness
and texturein addition to the use
of technology through infrared
imagesto study thelayersof the
L ondon painting to gain a better
understanding of the painting’s
work process asit is compared
to the observations madein the
historical tracking of the artist>s
work. Here | would like to

use the “Winter Landscape”
pair of paintings to wish
everyone an easy 50-degree
Celsius summer, and more
importantly, to remember the
I ndependence Day of kuwait,
which fallson the 19th of June,
yet celebrated on the 25th of
February making national
day twice remembered and
celebrated.
Banan H Akbar
Language I nstructor —HSC

Benan.akbar @ku.edu.kw
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Millennials

Youtube as preferred learning platform
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http://elc.ku.edu.kw
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