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On Monday November
17, 2014, 1 landed at
JFK airportin New York
City. The city has many
attractions, but what
excited methe most was
takingatour of Wall Street.
After checking into our
hotel in Times Square, |
immediately sought out
a local tour guide, who
arranged avisit for usto
lower Manhattan, where
Wall Street is located.
When wearrived at this
famous location, our
guideexuberantly made

Wall Street (6-1)

an announcement.
“Welcome to Wall Street!” he
said. “Washington, DC is our
political capital. LosAngelesisour
entertainment capital, and Wall
Street, right herein New York is
our financial capital. What does
Wall Street bring to mind, folks?
Money, theelite, NASDAQ, NY SE,
the Charging Bull, and thefamous
church, Trinity Church of Wall
Street. Oh, yes, and most recentlyin
conjures up the financial crisis of 2007
to 2008 when the American people
bailed out Wall Street investment
firms.” As our guide went through
hislist of descriptors, | thought to
myself, how do peopleland ajob on
Wall Street?
Wall Street doesnot offer you ajob.
You haveto hunt for oneon your own
At least what | realized from
thecharacter, Bud Fox, whorealize
money never sleeps. In the film Wall
Street, Gordon Gekko did not offer

Bud ajob directly out of the blue.
Bud had tousehisown initiative. He
called Gekko’s office several times
for an appointment, but Gekko's
secretary refused his request,
claiming their office did not deal
with brokers, only with investment
bankers. Bud did some research,
lear ned the date of Gekko'sbirthday,
and visited his office, bearing a gift.
He presented himself as a person
wor thy of working for Gekko, and
someonewho deser ved being given
a job with his firm. The result was
that the famous cor porate raider
Gordon Gekko hired him.

Thestory of Michael LewisinLiar’s
Poker was very similar. He seized
an opportunity during his visit to
St. James'sPalacein London to ask
thewifeof themost senior managing
director of Salomon Brothersif she
had theauthority to offer him ajob.
However when Lewismet Leo Cor bett
at London’sBerkeley Hotel, hedid

not get a job. Eventually, through
afriend who advised Lewisto call
Salomon Brothersin New York,
Lewiswasableto procureaposition.
Based on the movie and the book,
| wondered whether Wall Street
sends hints in the form of hidden
messages to new business school
graduates, suggesting, “ Survival is
for the fittest.” This was the message
Gordon Gekko delivered in the
movie. | believetheanswer is”yes.”
To put it ssmply, to survive on
Wall Street, you have to be tough,
unconventional, and adventurous.
Everywhere else, applicants apply
for jobs directly. In the world of
Wall Street, you have to be pro-
active, and seek out opportunities.
That being said, | wonder, “Do the
people who come from a ‘Main
Street’ background, and gotoWall
Street as adults, able to return to
Main Street again?
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