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By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

With patronage and attendance of His
Highness the Amir, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the K uwait
Foundation for Advancement of Science
(KFAS) held its 2016 award ceremony
at Bayan Palace, last week.

In addition, the Director-General of
KFAS, Dr. Adnan Shihab-Eddin affirmed
the commitment of the foundation to
driving innovation in scientific research.
Theresearch projectsand programsof
the foundation play key role in finding
solutions the challenges in such vital
areas as water security, energy and
environment.
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Nevertheless, Dr. Shihab-Eddin noted

that theHisHighnessthe Amir, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
attaches great importance to science
and scientistson thelocal, regional and
international arenas.

«It'sagreat honor for usthat HisHighness
theAmir sponsored theaward ceremony
of the foundation,» he said

Moreover, theawar dsincluded the 2016
Scientific Production Prize awarded
to Kuwaiti researchers, established
in 1988. Furthermore, the winner of
the prize for the Engineering Sciences
category was awarded to Prof. Issa
M. Safran, from the Department of
Petroleum Engineering, at the College
of Engineering and Petroleum.

The College of Architecture Organizesits First
Global and Scientific Conference for the IASTE

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
The Collegeof Architectureheld
the first global and scientific
conferencefor thelnternational
Association for the Study of
Traditional Environments
(IASTE 2016), under thetheme
“Legitimating Tradition”, and
under the patronage of the
Minister of Education and
Minister of Higher Education,
Dr. Mohammad Al-Fares, last
week.
Thisis the 15th conference
organized by the association,
which is headquartered at
the University of California
—Berkeley, US.
M or eover, the conference
presented four keynote speakers
and brought together over 140
scholarsand practitionersfrom
a variety of backgrounds to
present paper sstructured around
threebroad themes: “ Building
L egitimacy Through Tradition”;
“Legitimizing Tradition”; and
“Tradition and the Ethics of
Practice.”

Participants explored the
role in which tradition plays
in legitimating practices that
produce place-based or placeless
built environments, as well as
uncover how traditions that
relatetothebuilt environment
have been legitimated or used
as tools of political and social
legitimation.

Furthermore, attendeesincluded
the President of KU, Prof.
Hussein Al-Ansari, the Dean
of the College of Architecture,
Dr. Omar K hattab, anumber of
faculty members, specialistsand
sponsor s of the conference.

Inaddition, Dr. Al-Farisexplained
that traditional dwellings and
settlementsaccommodate most
of the world’s population. In

KU Faculty Members Win the KFAS’s 2016 Scientific Production Prize Awards

HisHighnessthe Amir, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah with the winers
of KFASAwards

Furthermore, thewinner of the
prizefor theMedical Scienceand
Allied Health Sciences category
was awarded to Prof. Walid I.
Al-Herz, from Department of
Pediatrics, at the College of
Medicine.

Besides, thewinner of theprize
for the Social Sciences and
Humanitiescategory wasawar der
toProf. Abdullah Ali Al-Qattam,
from the Department of Arabic
Languageand Literature, at the
College of Arts.

The Research Sector Extends

The Attendees of the Scientific Conference for the IASTE

recent years, interest in such
environments has become
widespread among scholars
working within the disciplines
of architecture, anthropology,
art history, geography, history,
planning, folklore, and many
others.

“The IASTE was established
at the First International
Symposium on Traditional
Dwellingsand Settlementsheld
at Berkeley in April 1988to act
as an interdisciplinary forum
where scholars from various
disciplines and countries can
exchangeideas, discuss methods
and approaches, and share
findings,” he said.
Nevertheless, in contrast to
disciplinary societies concer ned
with the advancement of
particular disciplines, IASTE
ismore interested in the
comparative, cross-cultural, and
inter-disciplinary under standing
of traditional dwellings and
settlementsasan expression of
cultural conventions, theMinister
of Education and Minister of
Higher Education said.
“|ASTE viewstradition not as
thestatic legacy of the past, but
rather asadynamic project for
thereinterpretation of the past

inlight of thepresent. IASTE’s
purposeistoserveasan umbrella
association for all scholarsstudying
vernacular, indigenous, popular,
informal, and traditional built
environments,” he said.

In this capacity, Dr. Al-Faris
said that IASTE hasthreemain
venues to fulfill its mission.
First, it publishesa semi-annual,
refereed journal, Traditional
Dwellings and Settlements
Review. It collaborates with
a local university in diverse
locations around the world to
host a biennial international
cross-disciplinary conferenceon
selected themes. Third, IASTE
hostsavisiting scholar program
that attracts academics from
around the world working on
themesof tradition and the built
environment.
«Itisfortunatethat theconference
comesthisyear with the celebration
of the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of KU and | wish
all the participants the utmost
success,” he said.

Besides, Prof. Al-Ansari stressed the
importanceof active participation
of academics, distinguished
resear chers, specialistsand those
interested in the fields of cultural,
urban and architectural heritage,

wishing KU tobeaspringboard
for the enrichment of thought
and culturethrough theexchange
of information, views, research
and experiments.

“The State of Kuwait, like other
countriesintheworld, isproud
of its heritage, history and
authenticity... Most recently,
at the World's Fair in Milan
World Expo 2015, the wing of
Kuwait won theaward for ‘Best
Wing' by visitorsto the Expo,”
he said.

Nevertheless, Dr. Khattab
said the IASTE'’s conference
takes place every two yearsin
different countries. The College of
Architecturecompeted with other
Collegesof Architecture, including
theUniversity of Strathclyde, in
Scotland, and the Univer sity of
Coimbra, in Portugal, to host
the conference.

“It isan honor to be chosen as
thehost country and | offer my
sincerethanksand appreciation
totheorganizing committeeand
sub-committees of the conference
and all theinstitutions, sponsors,
and participants from Kuwait
and outside Kuwait... Wishing
them a pleasant stay in Kuwait
and a successful conference,”
he said.

Participant Registration for the
Scientific Poster Day 2017

Part of The Research Sector Meeting
By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
The Research Sector will extend the period for the
acceptance of the Scientific Poster Day participants for
an additional 10 days, starting from Dec. 22, 2016.
M oreover, theVice President for Research, Dr. Taher Al-
Sahhaf, explained that the Scientific Poster Day will be
under the patronage of the President of KU, Prof. Hussein
Al-Ansari, with the participation of resear chersfromthe
College of Arts, College of Education, College of Social
Sciences, College of Life Sciences, College of Engineering
and Petroleum, College of Science, College of Computer
Science and Engineering, College of Architecture and
much more, in addition to resear cher sfrom the K uwait
Institution for Scientific Research (KISR).
Furthermore, the Poster Day for colleges of social/human
studieswill be held on March 15, 2017 and for those of
scientific studies will be on March 22nd, 2017.
Besides, the various scientific and social works will gather
contributions of faculty members, graduate studies
studentsand engineers. The poster swill addressissues
of contempor ary concer ns, which isaclear indication of
thecolleges eager nessto conduct joint research; a goal
the Resear ch Sector seeksto achieve. Thus, the Research
Sector hasfocused on encour aging or ganizing such poster
days annually to disseminate a culture of innovation
and cooper ation, while creating an environment that
encourages scientific and social creativity at KU.
Nonetheless, the Vice President for Scientific Affairs,
Prof. Tahir A. Al-Sahhaf extended his gratitude and
appreciation to the participating resear cher s, especially
the Resear ch Sector'sstaff, for their excellent or ganization
and encourages further effort in scientific researches.
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The Office of the Planning Sector Organizes Workshops to Create a Strategic

University Plan with the Participation of Various Work Centers

Prof. Al-Ansari at The Workshop

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
The Office of the Planning
Sector organized a number of
workshopsto preparea Strategic
University Plan for the Office of
theVicePresident for Research
and university colleges, last week,
in the lobby of the university
administration building in
Khaldiya campus.

Moreover, the Office of the
Planning Sector hassent invitations
to various sectors and centers
to create a planning staff to
illustrate the preparation of a
Strategic University Plan for KU

(2018-2022). It istheuniversity’s
administration belief on the
importance of the participation
of all members of the academic
community in the preparation of
university plans, asthe President
of KU, Prof. Hussein Al-Ansari has
been keen tovisit theworkshops
and communicate, with faculty
membersand staff from various
sector s, indicating that thefuture
KU Plan (2018-2022) is on the
basis of partnership and team
work.

“Inorder toachievea successful
strategic direction from the

Prof. Al-Ansari with Dr. Adel Husainan

university itisimportant to hold
such meetingsand wor kshopsand
createapresentation of proposals
and ideasto servetheeducational
process, improve performance
and institutional development of
KU,” Prof. Al-Ansari said.

Besides, the Vice President of
Planning, Dr. Adel Husainan,
explained that the university ison
theverge of many futureprojects
withinthestrategic plan, stressing
that the univer sity administration
will sparenoeffort to harnessall
thepossibilitiesfor the development
of the university and to achieve

the desired development.
Nevertheless, KU's mission is
to prepare a prominent human
capital characterized by their
exceptional knowledge, to meet the
development requirements, tokeep
pacewith thelatest infor mation
and technology in higher education,
and to lead in scientific research
while upgrading in serving the
community, he said.

“I look forward to the years
ahead, a year full of aspiration
and intellectual achievements,”
he said.

His Excellency, Dato’ Ahmad Rozian Abd Ghani Ambassador of Malaysiato

the State of Kuwait Addresses Students at Kuwait Univer sity

By: Dr. Serajul I. Bhuiyan
Kuwait University,: HisExcellency,
Dato’ Ahmad Rozian Abd Ghani
Ambassador of Malaysiatothe
Stateof Kuwait addressed tothe
studentsof MassM edia classat
the Kuwait University Khaldiya
Campus on last Sunday and
emphasized that mass media
are playing a vital role in the
information and socialization
function in the development process
of acountry likeMalaysia. The
lectureorganized by Dr. Serajul
I. Bhuiyan, Professor of Kuwait
University, themain pur pose of
the inviting the ambassador in
the classroom wasto introduce
and enlighten studentsregarding
massmedia’sfunction in another
country similar to that of the
State of Kuwait.

Speaking on thetopic «M alaysia
and the Media,» theAmbassador
Ahmad Rozian was mainly
focusing on theimportanceand
role of mass media to achieve
harmony and unity among
different races, religions and
culturesunder «One-Malaysia»
concept. He emphasized that
maintaining peace and stability
in amulti-racial, multi-cultural
and multi-religions society like
Malaysia needed mediato spread

positiveand congtructivecriticism
to achieve the developmental
goal of Vision 2020.

The Ambassador was specifically
refereeing to media’s significant
rolein Malaysian development
Vision 2020 which wasdesigned
under theformer PrimeMinister
Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohmad, calling
for the nation to achieve a self-
sufficient industrialized nation
by theyear 2020, encompassing
all aspectsof life, from economic
prosperity, social well-being,
world-class education, political
stability, aswell aspsychological
balance. With that objectivein
mind, Malaysian gover nment
framed different media laws
and regulation to help use of
a variety of media channels to
spread development messagesand
encouragesMalaysian citizensto
live peacefully and harmoniously
cooperating with each other in
education, economic and other
varioussectorsof development,
he said.

The citizens of Malaysia, he
continued, deserve to know
about thepaliciesand programs
of those that are at the helm
of affairsjust as they deserve
to contribute if need be to the
decisions that directly affect

A Memorial Photo with His Excellency, Dato’ Ahmad Rozain Abdghan

them and the media to bring
information to citizens.

Healso pointed out that Malaysian
mediaisregulated by four-set of
regulations--Printing Pressesand
PublicationsAct, Communications
and Multimedia Act, Sedition
Act and

Official Secrets Act. Answering
a question from a student,
Ambassador mentioned that
themediaregulation in Kuwait
and that of Malaysia is almost
thesame. Both countriesfollow
the developmental model of
media function and emphasize
tomaintain harmoniousrelations
among different religiousgroups
in order to keep peace and
stability for the continuity of
their developmental goals.
Prior tohislecture, Ambassador

also met Professor Hussein Al-
Ansari, President of Kuwait
University in his office and
exchanged ideas and explored
the possibilities of long terms
academic collabor ation between
Kuwait University and M alaysian
Universitiesin thefuture.
Earlier, Professor Esam M.
Alawadhi, Vice President for
Academic Affairs received His
Excellency Ambassador Rozian
in his office and appreciated his
effortsto speak to the students
about Malaysian media. Dr.
Yasin Al Yasin Al Ibrahim,
Head of the Department of Mass
Communication and Dr. Serajul
|. Bhuiyan, Visiting Professor and
some parents of students who
among the guests were present
at thelecture.
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The Secretariat Office
Welcomes Nominations for the
Administrative Excellence Awar d

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

The Secretariat Office announced that KU
has opened nominations for the award of
Administrative Excellencewithin theuniversity
for theyear (2016) for all work centersand staff,
from Jan. 1- 31st, 2017.

Moreover, theaward of Administrative Excellence
isgranted to employeeswith creative achievements
that aim to serve KU and it will be presented
to six employees maximum per academic year.
Theaward of Work Centersisgranted towork
centerswith creative and fruitful achievements
and will be presented to twp work centers per
academic year.

Furthermore, the Secretariat Office has set
conditions and criteria for the award of the
Administrative Excellence: a candidate must
accomplish and contributeto the development
process in facilitating the transactions of
administrative routines, acquiring excellence
in the performance level and accomplishing a
remarkable job that has a positive impact in
facilitating the development of wor k procedures
at the university proving his distinctive and
effectiverole.

In addition, the responsibility of selecting the
distinguished employee for the Administrative
Excellence award rests with the official of the
work center who will evaluatethe perfor mance of
theemployee. Thisaward comesfrom the higher
goals of the KU, an effort by the Secretariat Office
to create a competitive business environment
between the different administrative bodies;
through the deployment of development and
an innovative cultureat the university whether
it’'son thelevel of work stationsor on the staff
level.

Nevertheless, the award of Work Centersisto
encour age different work centersto strive for
excellence, creativity, high performance and
improveitsservices, aswell asto createa spirit
of positive competition among them. Theaward
isintended for employeesto consolidatethe spirit
of creativity and innovation among univer sity
staff to carry out the duties entrusted to them
to the fullest and the highest level of quality
and efficiency.

Besides, the Secretariat Office is seeking to
upgradetheperformancelevel at KU and achieve
justice and objectivity in the mechanism of
disbursing thereward of excellent work, thusthe
Committee of EmployeesAffairshasapproved
a number of restrictions for the disbur sement
of thereward.



