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Three Religions One Command

Theliteral meaning of
hijab isto veil, cover
or screen one'shair. It
may betruethat Islam
istheonly religionin
which most women
follow its directives
to cover their hair,
but it isnot the only
religion to have such commands.

The practice of veiling isintegral to all three
monotheistic religions including Judaism,
Christianity and | lam, aswell asto other religious
and cultural traditions, such asthe Amish.
The New Testament has several verses that
addressthetopic of theveiling towar dswomen.
Themost relevant material, on awomen’sveiling
in Christianity, can be found in Paul’s first letter
to the Corinthians. Corinthians 11:5, says that
“Every woman who praysor prophesieswith her
head uncovered dishonors her head, for that is
one and the same asif her head were shaved.”
However, since it is shameful to have a shaved
head, Paul advicesto cover one's hair.
Additionally, the veiling of a woman’s hair is
part of the Jewish laws on modesty. A woman's
hair is considered an erotic stimulus, which
must therefore be covered just as other parts
of awoman’s body.

Theproper cover age of women and themanner
of their dressisexplicitly detailed and regulated
by thelawsof theTorah: “amarried woman may
not appear in publicwith her hair uncovered. She
isrequired to wear a head-covering that hides
all her hair from view. It isproper to ensurethat
no hair protrudesfrom it.”

Moreover, in Islam, what is less known and
not reported by Western media at all, is the
command that appear sin theQur’an: “And say
tothebelievingwomen that they cast down their
looks... let them wear their head-coveringsover
their bosoms, and not display their ornaments
except to their husbandsor their fathers...”
All three religions beckon the female believers
to maintain their modesty so as not to attract
unwanted attention, asit is seen asa command
from God.

Why then isthe hijab worn by Muslim women
regarded in theWest asa sign of oppression, yet
praise a nun’sdecision to wear the habit?.

By: Tasneem A.Al-Muhanna
Email:talmuhanna@gmail.com

Students of the College of ArtsWon
the Final Championship Debate
Leaguein English

A group photo of the audience during the FCDLE

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
Studentsfrom the College of Artswon the
Final Championship DebateL eaguein English
(FCDLE), after competing against students
from the College of Medicine. The debate
issue was on the requirement of teaching
the French language in primary school;
which the winning team supported.

The FCDLE was under the patronage of
the President of KU, Prof. Abdullatif Al-
Bader, and the Dean of Student Affairs, Dr.
Abdulraheem Al-Theyab. Attendees of the
FCDLE included the Dean of the College of
Arts, Prof. Hayat N. Al-Hajji, a delegation
from the National Taiwan University, faculty
members, and students.

Prof. Al-Bader, explained that on every
continent students and teachers are
increasingly using debate asa complex form
of communication which can train students
in critical thinking and creativity in ways
which will be important for their success
in their academic careers.

Additionally, Prof. Al-Bader said that
debatesteachestheprinciplesof tolerance,
nonviolenceand respect for different pointsof
view, they can closethe gap between minority

and majority cultures, and other groups
divided by long-standing animosities
“Successissomethingall individual aspire
towards... Unfortunately, it doesn’'t come
easy, it takeshard work, time, per severance
and dedication to get through such adebate
and win it,” Prof. Al-Bader said.
Furthermore, Dr. Al-Theyab said that the
aim of organizing such activitiesistoallow
students' capabilities and creative talents
to flourish. The activity motivates them to
read and raise the level of dialogue based
on evidence, logic and respect.
“Reinforcing the relationship between
studentsand the English languageisone of
the significant objectives of such activities...
It (debatingin English) hasonly been done
once before,” Dr. Al-Theyab said.
Moreover, debateasacritical skill ismore
important now becausewelivein an age of
information, whereinformation ispower, and
debateisall about how toturn information
into power, Dr. Al-Theyab explained

“1 congratulatethem on their successand
wish them thebest asthey embark on their
next adventure... Their achievement isan
exampletousall,” Dr. Al-Theyab said.

Prof. Al-Bader (left) and Prof. Al-Hajji raising the winning cup

=

Besides, Prof. Al-Hajji said that the
process of debate offers profound
and lasting benefits for individuals,
societiesand the global community as
awhole. Thereisastrong correlation
between theparticipation in debates
and the attainment of positions of
leader ship in society.

“Some of the greatest leadersin
many fields have participated in
intercollegiate debate,” Prof. Al-
Hajji said.

The Department of History Organizes Ceremony to Recognize

50th Anniversary of Spanish and Kuwaiti Diplomatic Relations

Ambassador Tegada delivering his speech

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
TheDepartment of History, at the
Collegeof Arts, organized a ceremony
to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the Kingdom of Spain’s and
Kuwait’'sdiplomaticrelations, with
the presence of theAmbassador of
the Kingdom of Spain in Kuwait,
Mr. Carlos Saenz de Tejada, the
Dean of the College of Arts, Prof.
Hayat N.Al-Hajji, faculty members
and students.

Prof. Al-Hajji delivering her speech

Prior to the FCDLE studentsreviewing their arguments

Duringtheceremony, Prof. Al-Hajji
explained that the 700 year sof Arab
presencein Spain haspaved theway
for cross-cultural exchange, over
theyears, and led to opportunities
for joint projects.

Thegovernment and the people of
Kuwait also appreciatethe support
of the Queen of the Kingdom of
Spain during the Iragi invasion
of Kuwait in 1990, which allowed
theliberation of Kuwait, Prof. Al-

Hajji said.

“I thank the ambassador and the
embassy’sstaff for their supportin
encouraging therecent educational
trip to the Kingdom of Spain by
faculty members and students of
the Department of History,” she
said.

Furthermore, Ambassador Tejada
said the diplomatic relations

Continued Pg. 31

Moreover, Prof. Al-Hajji said that
winning the debatewasnot an easy
thing for the studentsto accomplish.
They have invested great amounts
of effort, timeand passion for which
they should be recognized for.

“It is my honor to call them my
students... They should be proud
of thismoment... They have paved
theirway tosuccess,” Prof. Al-Hajji
said.

University Events

of the Week

Sunday
9:30 AM- The “Culture
of Non-Violence” four-day
campaign kicksoff in thelate
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah Theater at Shuwaikh
campus.

Monday
12:30 PM- Ceremony for new
faculty membersin hall room
(135) at the College of Arts.
12:30 PM- Seminar on “Project
Commercial Registration Law”
inhall room (137) at the College
of Law.

Tuesday
9:00AM- The Gulf of the Royal
Society of Chemistry meeting
in conference hall (119) at
Khaldiya campus.

Wednesday
12:15PM- Open Day for students
on the Dean’s Honor List in
the College of Engineering
(courtyard of building 6).
12:30 PM- Lectureon “What
to Eat for Health?” in the
seminar hall at the College
of Science.
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Prof. Al-Bader Welcomes a Delegation from the National Taiwan University to Strengthen

Future Collabor ations

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

The President of KU, Prof.
Abdulateef Al-Bader, welcomed
a student delegation from the
National Taiwan University
(NTU), with the presence of
the Ambassador of Taiwan in
Kuwait, Timothy T.Y. Hsaiang,
the Dean of Student Affairs, Dr.
Abdulraheem Al-Theyab, the
VicePresident of Student Affairs
at NTU, Mr. Shen Tsang, and

faculty member sof the Deanship
of Student Affairs.

Theaim of thedelegation wasto
strengthen university collaborations
by setting up a student exchange
program, while allowing KU
studentsto get acquainted with
the Taiwanese culture through
the exchange of academic and
cultural experiences.
Furthermore, Prof. Al-Bader
explained about theimportance

A group photo of the meeting with the delegation

of implementing a student
exchange program between the
two countries, and the need to
welcome college students from
other culturesto enrich the
experiences of studentsin KU.
“ A delegation from KU will head
to Taiwan thiscomingMarch,”
Prof. Al-Bader said.

M oreover, Ambassador Hsaiang,
who wasdelighted to accompany
thedelegation, asit hasbecome

Dr. Kattab Explains the Benefits of Green Building

Techniquesin the Third Conference on Green Building

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The Dean of the College
of Architecture, Dr. Omar
Khattab, participated in
Kuwait’s third conference
on green building, titled
“Recycling Architecture:
Architectural Rolein Green
Building,” organized by
ProMedia International
Company, under theauspices
of the Governor of the Al-
Asima (Capital) Thabet
Al-Muhanna.

Dr. Khattab, who was the
keynote speaker, said the
advancesin research of building
techniqueshave opened the
doors for environmentally
green construction methods
and the use sustainable
materials—some of which
have been partly used for
thousands of years, yet
remain the basis for new
contemporary advancesin
environmental technology. For
privateresidencesof the 21st
century, theessential green
design principles include

alternative ener gy sources,
energy conservation, reuse
of materials, and careful
arrangement.

“This requires close
cooperation of the design
team, the architects, the
engineers, and the client
at all project stages... The
green building practice
expands and complements
theclassical building design
concer nsof economy, utility,
durability, and comfort,” Dr.
Khattab said.

Furthermore, green building
reducesnegativeenvironmental
effects. Between air pollution,

ProMedia

Dr. Khattab delivering the key note speech at the conference

water pollution and the ever
decreasing capacity in our
landfills, traditional building
materials are creating an
unhealthy environment, Dr.
Khattab explained.

“The benefits to green building
are manifold, and may be
categorized alongthreefronts
such as the environment,
economy, and society,” Dr.
Khattab said.

Moreover, Dr. Khattab
explained that KU istaking
seriousstepstowardstheright
path of adopting the green
method building process.

hissecond consecutiveuniversity

visit, explained that various
students and specialists in
Taiwan areeager to sharetheir
experiences, gain knowledge
and take advantage of such
opportunities.

“I hopethestudentsof NTU will

benefit from their stay in Kuwait

and enrich their knowledge of
the Arab Muslim country,”
Ambassador Hsaiang said.

Prof. Al-Bader (right) presenting an award to Ambassador Hsaiang (left)

KUWAIT UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH

and contribute to a paperless system in the different operating areasin the college.
The following minimum qualification are required :

* A Bachelor Degreein Computer Engineering/Computer science.
* A Master Degreein Computer Engineering/Computer science.

point scale (or equivalent).

* Experience not less than 7 years in the following fields:

* Information technology.

» Softwar e development and hardware design and support including servers.
* Electronic statistics programs and statistics.

communication.

Systems.
Thefollowing documentsarerequired :

universities.
* The equivalency certificates from the Ministry of Higher Education in Kuwait.

* Technical experience and professional training certificates.

certificate) .

The College of Public Health at Kuwait University invites candidatesto apply for a
key teaching assistant position for newly developed online cour sesand also to suppor t

» The Bachelor and Master Degrees should be with a GPA not lessthan 3.00 on a 4

e Experiencein teaching. ¢ Fluency in the English Language writing and

* Preferenceisgiven to candidates with Experiencein Kuwait University Computer

* Copies of university diplomas along with copies of transcript from all attended

* Personal identification documents (Civil I.D — Citizenship — Passport — Birth




Dr. Al-Ajmi delivering his speech

between Kuwait and theKingdom
of Spain began in 1964, including
political, economic and cultural
collaborations.

“Due to the historical cultural
exchange... |Idam hasafundamental
presencein theKingdom of Spain,”
Ambassador Tejada said.
Besides, he shared his hopes for
expanding the Spanish language
studies and student exchange
programsbetween Kuwait and the

Kingdom of Spain in the future,
confirming that his country is
working towar ds facilitating the
procedures.

Additionally, the Head of the
Department of History, Dr.
Abdulhadi Al-Ajmi, explained
that the department’s trip to
the Kingdom of Spain has been
intellectually stimulating and
socially rewarding, and duetoits
success, in thefuture, arrangements

Ambassador Tejada being awar ded

will be made, by the department,
for educational tripstolran, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, and Italy.

Dr. Al-Ajmi also documented the
journey of the trip on film, which was
played during the ceremony.

“| thank Dr. Ali Al-Kandari, Dr.
Bader Al-Rashidi, Yousef Al-
Mutairi, Dr. Hamad Al-Qahtani,
DanaAl-Failkawi and other faculty
members for their support and
presence (during the trip),” Dr.

The Editor-in-Chief of Afaq Presents L ecture on
“Skillsfor Dealing with the Public”

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
Dr. Bader N. Al-Hajji, from the
Department of Mass Communication
and the Editor-in-Chief of Afaq
Newspaper, held alecture, titled
“Skillsfor Dealingwith the Public,”
where he addressed members
from the Safety and Security
Department.

During his lecture, Dr. Al-Hajji
explained that part of the
department’sobjectiveiscreating
and implementing an integr ated
system of security and safety in
the university, while raising the
level of discipline.

Moreover, other objectivesinclude
preparing for emergencies that
may occur, aswell asdevelopinga
safety plan with the coor dination of
other departments/centers,in the
university, and other authorities
specialized in accidentgnatural
disasters; such astheMinistry of
Interior, General Fire Department
and Ministry of Health, Dr. Al-
Hajji said.

Tasks involve monitoring the
entrancesand exitsof theuniversity,
overseeing traffic regulation, and
participatingin the organization
of eventg/activitiesin cooperation
with all relevant departments at
the university and third parties,
Dr. Al-Hajji said.

“In general, members of an
academic ingtitution, including
KU, requirea feeling of security
and tranquility in order to achieve

Dr. Al-Hajji presenting hislecture

their optimal potential capabilities,”
Dr. Al-Hajji said.

Furthermore, there are numerous
obstacles that may slow down the
department’s work flow including
thelack of clarity in thedepartment’s
decisionsand the high work volume
requiring immediate attention,
he said.

“In general, there are no obstacles
that have no solutions,” Dr. Al-
Hajji said.

In addition, Dr. Al-Hajji said that
effective communication helps
us better understand a person or
situation, enables us to resolve
differences and builds trust. It
also creates environments where
creativeideas, and problem solving,

can flourish

“As simple as communication
seems, much of what we try to
communicate to others and what
others try to communicate to us
gets misunder stood, which can
cause conflict and frustration in
professional relationships,” Dr.
Al-Hajji said.

Besides, good interaction methods,
respect to partiesinvolved, and paying
attention to non-verbal actionscan
contributein reaching appropriate
solutions.

The Director of the Safety and
Security Department, Khaled Al-
Yacout, thanked Dr. Al-Hajji for
his lecture and effort to improve
the skills of the department.

Al-Ajmi said.
Following the ceremony, an exhibition
of historical photographs was
displayed by the archives of the
Department of History. Theimages
showed some of the official visits
toboth countries, regional crises,
meetingsof parliament members,
bilateral participation in international
conferences, sportg/cultural events
and bilateral economic relations,
during the past 50 years.
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A group photo during the photograph exhibition

WRSC Organizes Seminar to Raise Awareness

of Violence Against Women

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
TheWomen'sResearch and Studies
Center’'s(WRSC), at theCollege
of Social Sciences, organized a
seminar entitled “ Noto Violence
against Women”, in an effort to
raise awareness of the ongoing
violenceagainst women in Kuwait.
Dr. Mariam Al-Awadhi, from
the Department of Psychiatry
at the Faculty of Medicine, and
Shaikha Al-Jeleby, Director of
the Center for Human Rightsat
theAssociation of Lawyers, were
among the guest speakers.
WRSC was established in 2010
as a tripartite project with the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), Supreme
Council for Planning and
Development (SCPD) and KU.
Thecenter’'smission isto promote
gender empower ment/equality
and address gender gaps.
Attendeesof the seminar included
the Dean of the College of Social
Sciences, Prof. Abdul Redha
Assiri, the Head of WRSC, Dr.
Lubna Al-Khazi, a member of
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), M s. Sahar
Shawa, faculty members, and
students.

Furthermore, Dr. Al-Awadhi
explained that violence against
women and girlsmay take many
forms and is not limited to any
culture, region or country, or to
any specific group of women.
Violence jeopardizes the rights,
liberty, health, quality of lifeand,

A photo of the guest speakersat the seminar

in some cases, the life of women,
irrespective of their age or social
status.

“In Kuwait welack the presence of
statisticsand studies... That does
not mean the absence of violence,”
Dr. Al-Awadhi said.

In addition to the immediate
injuriesfrom theassault, battered
women may suffer from chronic
pain, gastrointestinal disorders,
psychosomatic symptoms, and eating
problems. Although psychological
abuseisoften considered lesssevere
than physical violence, health care
providersand advocatesaround the
world areincreasingly recognizing
that all forms of violence can
have psychological health effects,
including depression, anxiety, drug
addiction, and post-traumatic stress
disorder, Dr. Al-Awadhi said.
Moreover, shesaid that the solution
to violence against women starts
from the woman herself until it
reaches the laws of the state in
Kuwait. Communitiesneed tobring
violence against women out from

behind closed doorsand refuseto
disregard these actsof domination
and oppression.

“Some kind of training for
doctors, working in the sections
of accidents, should screen the
nature of violence and report all
cases to the authorities,” Dr. Al-
Awadhi said.

Besides, Al-Jeleby said that everyone
should know how to use legal
tools, despite the presence of the
legislative deficiencies. Kuwait does
not have sheltersor family court,
but theKuwaiti Criminal Law can
be applied to such cases.

“A woman can file a complaint
to the police station, with her
medical reports, and an immediate
investigation will take place,” Al-
Jeleby said.

Additionally, Prof. Assiri and Dr.
Al-K hazi thanked theguest speakers
for their effortsin ending violence
against women in Kuwait.



