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TO CONTACT KU SECRETARY GENERAL
Dr. Anwar Alyatama

welcomes any suggestions,
or complains on his E-Mail:

http://afaq.kuniv.edu
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College of Education Signs Protocol with Ministry of Education

College of Education at
KU has signed a protocol
of understanding with
the Ministry of Education
where Assistant Deputy
Minister of Planning and
Information Dr. Khalid
Al-Rashaid and Dean of
College of Education Dr.
Abdurrahman Al-Ahmad
along with Associate Dean
for Research, Consulting
and Planning Dr. Fatima
Nather all signed the protocol
document.

On this occasion, Dr.
Abdurrahman Al-Ahmad
revealed the Ministry’s
plan toimplement projects
whilethe College haslanded
three essential projects,
hoping that the College

Call

participatesin other projects
inthefuturesotheCollege
of Education can establish
itself a leading role in the
process of professional
trainingin addition to other
consultation projects, ashe
expressed his optimism in
signing the protocol asserting
that all faculty members
are also glad to witness
such event that will refine
their roles in graduating
national competenciesand
developing education.

From his part, Dr. Khalid
Al-Rashaid expressed his
pleasure in signing the
agreement adding that the
College will be able now
to fully function through
the agreement and within

ege of Social Sciences

AcquiresUniversal Academic
AccreditationfromA.A.L.E

Dean of Social SciencesCollegeat
KU, Prof. Dr. AbdulRidhaAsiri

announced that the college has

acquired the univer sal academic
accreditation fromtheA.A.L.E.

Thisaccomplishment was the

outcome of efforts exerted by
college' sdeanship, departments,
academic staff members, support
academic staff and technical
and administrative staff.

Dr. AbdulRidhaAsiri

KU Inaugurates15th Annual
| nter national Conference
of Arab-US Association

for Communication
Educators Titled "M edia
Education Conversions’ P39
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Signing the Protocol with the Ministry of Education

its educational duty as a
key factor in developing
education aswell astraining
and preparing teachers at
the country.

An agreement of three
substantial projects was
signed, Al-Rashaid stated,
clarifying that all projects
aim to upgrade teachers
performance, evaluating
curriculumsand reinforce

social values, wishing
that College of Education
will respond rapidly to
the technical proposal to
implement these projectsas
hehoped for moreprojects
that serve the interest of
education. Dr. Fatima
Nather has emphasized
that the protocol represent
thereal activation between
the Ministry of Education

Afaqg to Hold a Reception for
International Exchange Students

Arab and non-Arab studentsof Kuwait University (KU)
are welcome to attend the cultural forums at the office of
Afaq, the official newsletter of KU. Forty international
studentsareexpected to attend on aweekly basistolearn
about Arab culture and improve their Arabic language
skills. Thecultural forums, which includea guest speakers
every week, contribute to the dialogue on political,
social, professional and global issuesin Kuwait. A recent
addition to the vibrant student life of KU, the cultural
forumsonly began last year with the support of Ahmad
Al-Sharif, Professor of Mass Communication and the
editor-in-chief of Afaq. «Theidea of creating the cultural
forums emerged when university officials noticed that
international studentsseem to bemarginalized from the
rest of the student body at KU,» Al-Sharif said. «Thegoal
of theforumsisto create a spacefor cultural exchange.
The forums provide international students with more
opportunitiestoimmer sethemselveswith thelocal culture
and domestic studentswith the opportunity tolearn about
the various cultures of international students.» «The
forums fill the linguistic, cultural and social gaps that all
studentshave,» said Yacoub Al-Failakawi, an instructor in
theKU Language Center. «Theforumsincludeall kinds
of cultural and linguistic programs, including field trips
tolandmarks of Kuwaiti heritage. Theforum, which is
supported by both scientific and media sectors of the
university, is pivotal to the future of KU’'sprogressasa
contemporary institutions.

and College of Education
particularly with the Office
of Consulting, Research and
Training, indicating that the
objective of thisencounter
isto activate collabor ation
between the Collegeand The
Ministry, adding that the
activation of theshort-term
development plan of the
Ministry has commenced
through granting the College
threemajor projectswhich are
theteachers apprenticeship
and establishing teachers
scientific, professional
and moral standing after
graduating from the college.
Nather tackled the second
project, which is assessing
curriculumsand improving
them, stating that College
of Education is qualified

to carry this project due
to the increase of faculty
member sat the Department
of Curriculumsand Teaching
M ethods, which will re-
evaluatethese programsand
cooperatewith theMinistry
toimprovethecurriculums
astobeconsistent with the
modern age. Referring to
the third project, Nather
pointed out that it'svital and
valuable as it’s concer ned
with traditionsand customs
of the Kuwaiti Society as
well as teaching positive
values and eliminating
negativevaluesthat affect the
learners upbringing asshe
wished thiscollaboration to
beproductive, constructive
and in the best interest of
the educational field.

Deansnip of Admissionsé& Registration
L aunches its English Website

The Assistant Dean of
Admissions& Registration,
Dr. Sobeeh Al-Mukhaizim,
announced thelaunch of the
Deanship of Admissions &
Registration’s website in
English. Both Arabic and
English websiteshave been
updated to reflect the current
set of rulesand regulations
pertainingto KU applicants
and continuing students. The
project reflects the Deanship’s
acknowledgment of the
importance of disseminating
such information to all
applicants and continuing
studentsin the L anguage of
their choice. The Assistant
Dean expressed hissincere
thanksand gratitudetothe

Dr. Sobeeh Al-M ukhaizeem

websiteadministrator sfor
their effortsinrevisingand
translating the website,
noting that theseeffortsaim
at improving the critical
role of the Deanship of
Admissions& Registration
in over seeing the academic
progress of KU students.

Dr. Almukhaizim:New Registration System for

Graduate Students StartsOct 17th
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Professors Convene from Various World

Regions to Discuss Theory anc
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Bader Alhajji

By Mariam F. Alkazemi

Theannual conference of
theArab-U.S. Association
for Communication
Educators(AUSACE) took
place Saturday through
Tuesday at the Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah Theater. Thetheme
of theconference, “Media
Education Convergence,”
wasdiscussed in anumber
of panel discussions
and workshops in both
the English and Arabic
languages.

Each professor presented
uniqueideasdealingwith the
future of mediaeducation.
Bringing her experienceat
theNational Public Radio
(NPR) in Washington, DC
as well as its affiliates in
various American cities,
Kim Fox of theAmerican
University of Cairo (AUC)
presented her method of
training students to edit
audio. Fox explained that
her studentscomein with

Kim Fox
no skill setsand leave only

after having produced a
seven minute documentary
of the history of AUC.
Presenting hiscase study
about themedia education
partnership between the
American University of
Dubai (AUD) and the
University of Southern
California (USC), Philip
Seib of the University
of Southern California
described theimportance
of using indigenous
examplesto explain mass
communication theories
in theArab world.
Showing segmentsof work
produced by hisstudents,
Bader Alhajji of Kuwait
University presented a
case study of teaching
visual communications
at Kuwait University.
Alhajji described one
documentary comparing
Kuwaiti and Bahraini
culture that explained
the Bahraini tradition in

HanaaMarie
which parentsencourage
their children todump a
plant they grew, into the
sea during Eid Al-Adha
in order to explain the
meaning of sacrifice.
Hanaa Ahmed Marie of
Egypt’sModern Scienceand
ArtsUniversity described
her findings that indicate
that I slamic scholar swho
spread thereligion’sinherent
moder ate character do
not utilize online media,
whilethe majority of Al-
Azhar University students
agree that the Internet
is a valid tool of Mass
Communication.
Students were quick to
remind one another that
one participant, Professor
M ervat Abu Ouf of AUC,
isthesister of the Egyptian
celebrity, Ezzat Abou
Ouf.
“Seek knowledge, even if
you havetogoto China,”
said themoder ator, Husein
Amin, ashedescribed the

Practice

Mervat Abu Ouf
motivation of academicsto

meet at such associations
when he translated an
Arabic proverb to English.
Husein Amin, professor at
the American University
of Cairo’'s Department
of Journalism and Mass
Communication and co-
author of thebook, “Civic
Discourse in the Middle
East and the Digital Age
of Communications.”
Social outingsincluded a
lunch at therestaurant in
theKuwait Towersaswell
as a trip to the Scientific
Center in order towatch
thelMAX movie, “ Jour ney
to Mecca.”

“We are enjoying our
experience herein this
beautiful country to the
max, which iswhy they are
takingustothe IMAX,”
Husein said jokingly.

al coll

Safety and Security Call OwnerstoClaim Lost Belongings
The Management of Safety and Security has called
ege students and employees to refere to
Lost and Found Derpartment. The Management
has given only one month period to rerieve the
lost items . How ever, once the one-month period
IS over the management will take action with the
lost things accroding to common procedures.
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Philip Seih: Mass
Communication isImport
ant to Middle East Future

By: Mariam F. Alkazemi
In hissecond trip to Kuwait,
Philip Seib enjoyed being
driven up and down the
Arabian Gulf Road.
“Kuwait isa dynamic city-
state,” Seib said. “ You can
feel the energy and see it
in the construction. In the
mallsand in public, you can
see that people seem to be
having good lives.”
Seibisaprofessor of Journalism
and Public Diplomacy at
the University of Southern
California’s(USC) Annenberg
School of Communication.
Seib resear chesthe effect of
media cover age on foreign
policy, and iscurrently the
director of the USC Center
on Public Diplomacy.
“Traditional diplomacy is
gover nment to people, public
diplomacy isgovernment to
people,” hesaid, explaining
the field he researches. “For
example, when President
Obama gave the speech in
Cairoin 2009 hewasn't trying
to reach the gover nmentsof
Muslim countries. Hewas
tryingtoreach the peopleof
Musdlim countries. That’s
a good example of public
diplomacy, wherethecultural
exchange and educational
exchangeisbroadcast directly
to the public.”

Though Seib hasonly made
two brief visitsto Kuwait to
attend conferences of the
Arab-U.S. Association of
Communication Educators,
he has visited Dubai many
times. Seib works with
instructorsat theAmerican
University of Dubai’s
Mohammed Bin Rashid
School of Communication
to develop a curriculum
for mass communication
education.

Furthermore, he stressed
«Theideaistohelp develop
a curriculum that heavily
emphasizesnew mediaand
isnot wester nized becauseit
is condescending to offer a
westernized curriculum to
peoplewho arenot western,
It neglects great history of

) v
— - ‘A o

Arab story-tellingand Arab
culture, which should bebuilt
into media education.”
Seib noted that thereareways
to mer ge aspects of Mass
Communication education
inAmericaand intheArab
world.

“We've tried to develop a
curriculum that is based
on the academic standards
and recognizes the media
rolesin thewest, but heavily
emphasizestheimportance
of thecurriculum remaining
essentially Arab,” he
added.

Seib specified that both local
and foreign instructorscan
contributeto thisvision.
“Foreign instructorsat any
university bring a wider
view of the world to their
students, and | think the
foreigninstructorsalsotend
to learn from the students
about theindigenousculture.
Both benefit, the students
and the instructor,” as
he ,mentioned. “If the
instructors work within a
curriculum that includes
a respectful knowledge of
thelocal culture, then there
shouldn’t be a problem.”
Asapart of a social outing,
Seib wason abusthat stopped
at the weaving exhibition
at the Kuwait National
Museum.

“That’s one of the things
| think that distinguishes
Kuwait from Dubai,” as
he described the weaving
exhibition. “Dubai has
become such a globalized
city. Ontheother hand, itis
in danger, at least in parts,
of losingitsArab character.
Kuwait’s probably done a
better job of maintainning
itsArab Identity.”
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Under the patronage of His Highnessthe Prime Minister, Sheikh Nasser Al-M ohammad Al-Sabah.

KU Inaugurates 15th Annual I nter national Conference
of Arab-US Association for Communication
Educators Titled "M edia Education Conversions’

Al-Haroun: Media Transformations Requires Parallel Transformationson the L evel of Communication Education.

Under the patronage of
H.H Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah,
the Prime Minister, and
with the presence of Acting
Minister of Education and
Minister of Commerceand
Industry Ahmad Al-Haroun,
M ass Communication
Department at KU has
inaugur ated the events of
the fifteenth conference
of Arab-US Association
for Communication
Educators under the
title*’ Media Education
Conversions.”

The conference aims
to discuss media and
education issues as it is
considered an opportunity
to assemble media
educators, practitioners
and studentsfrom Arabic
countriesand USA, over
thecourseof four days, 15
sessionsand 3 wor kshops
will be held.

Ahmad Al- Haroun stated
that KU hasinaugurated
the activities for the
fifteenth conference of
Arab-USAssociation for
Communication Educators
which is held under the
patronage of H.H Sheikh
Nasser Al-M ohammad
Al-Sabah, the Prime
Minister, and under a
scientific sponsorship
from the University,
Collegeof Artsand Mass
media Communication
and with the presence of
excellent constellations
of mass communication
professionals, specialistsand
resear chersto discussone
of themost important topics
facing thefutureof Arabic
media‘’ Media Education
Conversions’.

He stated that studying
media education conversions

is very essential due to
the transformations the
mediaiswitnessingarapid
and continuous growth
init'smeansby virtue of
moder n technology and the
integr ation between means
of media, communication
and information as well
astheir impact on media
contents, freedom, ethicsand
repercussionsrepresented
inthemediaand cultural
globalization.

M edia transfor mations
requireparallel and similar
transformations on the
level of media education
especially in the Arabic
region in order toestablish
distinguished cadres
of information
graduates from
media colleges,
institutes and
divisions, adding
that they are
theoretically
and scientifically
qualified on the account
of scientific curriculums
that keep in pacewith the
latest developed media
curriculumes, utilizing the
new technology of education,
optimum use of finest
educational methodsand
continuous development
of the communication
curriculums consistent
with the rapid pace of
media practice.
Al-Haroun concluded by
thanking theattendeesfor
their effectiveparticipation
in the activities of
the conference as he
expressed his gratitude
for the organizers for
their tremendouseffortsin
holding such aprominent
conference.

Dean of Collegeof Artsat
KU,Dr. MaimonaAl-Sabah,

Dr. Al-Sabah honoring Minister Al-Haroon

, Stated that the interest
in developing education
at its various stages and
particularly in academic
education asit emphasizes
on its significance and
functions in society and
indicated that academic

education is and will
alwaysbethebest and the
most successful passage
to establish specialists,
researchers and build
up society institutions
and basic administration
towar dsachieving a better
futureand aluxuriouslife,
asserting on theimportance
of media education and
itsimpact as an effective
mean for all issues and
theforth authority in our
countriesthusit positively
and negatively reflects the
production of the three
authorities.

Al-Sabah expressed
her appreciation to the
participants for their
diligencein preparingtheir
research papers and the
discomfort of travelling
to participate in the

conferenceasshethanked
all who contributed in
preparing the conference,
hoping it will achieveits
objectives.

Dr. Yousif Al-Failakawy, Head
of Mass Communication
Department at College of

Dr. Al-Sabah: Mediaisthe Effective Solution for All Issues

Al-Failakawy: The Conference Connects Between the
Necessities of Reforming M edia on OneHand and the
Requirementsof Mediaand Education on theother Hand.

Artsat KU and Head of
the Higher Organizing
Committeeof theconference,
stated that the theme of
thisyear’sconferenceisa
topic of great interest for
academics, educator sand
practitioners, pointing
out that the conference
connects between the
necessities of reforming
themedia on theonehand
and the requirements of
media and education on
the other hand as well
as the configuration of
the basic components of
mediain theinformation
age through studying
the dimension of media
reformation and thebest
ways to apply them to
create a better media.

Dr. Na’'ela Hamdi, Head
of Arab-US Association

for Communication
Educators, has stated
that the conference has
already established itself
as a key event in which
the most influential and
prestigious media scholars
and professionals share
ideas, exchange lessons;
promote cross-cultural,
intellectual and scientific
dialogue. Sheindicated that
change and development
is the next stage in the
Arab media, adding
that thisis the perfect
moment to explore the
status of Arab media in
the light of the current
political, economical,
social and technological
development within
the region, stressing
that the conference
is an opportunity to
look at the changes,
transfor mation,
challenges, concerns
and advancements
that have occurred and
will occur in the media
education field. Hamdi
added that AUSACE has
a particular mandate to
provide this forum for
students, faculty and
communication professionals
to exchange research,
pedagogy, and best practices
in communication education
with the emer gence of new
media and itsconversions
inindustry, asserting that
thenext threedayswill be
dedicated to discussthis
issueasshelooksforward
to the outcomes of these
deliberations.

At theend of theceremony
Dr. MaimonaAl-Sabah and
Dr. Yousif Al-Failakawy
honored the sponsors of
the conference.
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Dr. Almukhaizim:New Registration System
for Graduate Students Starts Oct 17th

Online submission of
admission applications,
updating and translating the
content of the Deanship’s
website, responding to
students’ inquiriesviaemail,
and theautomation of the
preparation process of
cour sesscheduleareamong
thecurrent key objectives
of the Deanship.
Theuniversity administration
has adopted a number of
solutions to increase the
capacity of current KU
locations.

Dr. Sobeeh Al-Mukhaizim,
the Assistant Dean at the
Deanship of Admissions
& Registration at KU, has
announced that the online
submission of admission
applicationsisincluded in
the agenda of the Student
Information System Portal
Redesigning Committee
for next year, clarifying
that applications will be
submitted vialnternet for
Kuwaitisand thosewho are
treated asK uwaitis, which
representsthemajority of
KU applicants.

TheAssistant Dean emphasized
theimportance of automating
theadmission process, noting
that the GPA and per sonal
information of high school
graduates were obtained
in collaboration with the
Ministry of Education
and the Public Authority
for Civil Information
last year. Subsequently,
Kuwait University Center
for Information Systems
(KUCIS) hasintegrated the
datawithin theadmission
application, leadingin turn
to speeding up the manual
process of submitting
admission applicationsand
culminatingin theadmission
of the largest number of
studentstoKU inarecord
time (one day).

Asfor thenew Registration
System, Al-Mukhaizim
stated that introductory
presentationsof the system
wereheld in most colleges
last week, to introduce
studentstotheregistration
mechanism employed in the
new system, as well as to
perform stresstest through the

registration emails, and the
of thelar gest automation
number of of the
studentsfor a prepar ation
hypothetical process of
semester cour ses
(inorder to schedule,
evaluatethe expressing his
performance enthusiasm
of thesystem). for joining
Whilenating the Students
that theinitial _ Information
B g Dr. Sobeeh Al-Mukhaizeem System Portal
promising, Redesigning

he cautiously pointed out
that the system will solve
the problemsof registration
as long as the number of
offered sections satisfies
the increasing number
of students, as well asthe
capacity of current university
locations.

Al-Mukhaizim revealed some
of thecurrent development
projectsat the Deanship of
Admission & Registration,
including online submission
of admission applications,
updating and trandating the
content of the Deanship’s
website, responding to
students’ inquiries via

Committeethat wasformed
by the Secretary General
in 2008. Dr. Al-Mukhaizim
wishessuccessfor the newly-
developed process of selecting
preferred coursesusingthe
new Registration System,
which hascommenced for
Graduate Studentson Sunday
October 17, 2010.

Al-Mukhaizim stressed
that high school graduates
should apply to oneacademic
institution only, in order
to grant the available KU
seatstoasmany studentsas
possible. Thisproblem can
beavioded by coordinating
with various educational

institutionsin order toensure
theenrollment of students
upon admission, pointing
out that developing any
admission processrequires
providing alter nativemethods
for therequired documents
inorder toreach thedesired
goalswithout impeding the
automation of theadmission
processin KU.

E- Learningisapromising
system to cope with the
increasing number of KU
students, Al-Mukhaizim
said, pointing out that the
main goal of any educational
institution isto ensurethe
quality of its graduates.
However, and even if distance
learningiswidely adopted,
the number of studentsin
KU will remain highin the
absenceof additional facilities,
stating that the solution
lies in the establishment
of other universities and
thequick transition tothe
University City.

Asfor the capacity of KU,
Al-Mukhaizim stated that
theapproved numbersthat
reflect the capacity of KU

in its current locationsis
estimated at 6000 students
for the year 2024/2025,
addingthat theuniver sity
administration has taken
many actionsto raise
the capacity, including
extending teaching hours
until 8 PM and rewarding
faculty for teaching extra
cour ses. Nonetheless, KU has
admitted over 8000 students
for the first semester only,
necessitating immediate
action toraisetheminimum
GPA of studentsadmitted
KU, in order to ensure
the quality of education
for, both, applicants and
enrolled students.

Dr. Al-Mukhaizim concluded
by extending hisappreciation
toall staff membersin the
Deanship of Admissions
& Registration and the
Center for Information
Systems, as its exerted
effortsand diligenceduring
and after working hours
have reflected positively
on KU, as it depends on
such peopleto enhanceits
standards.

College of Social Sciences Acquires Univer sal
Academic Accreditation from A.A.L.E

Dean of Social SciencesCollege
at KU, Prof. Dr. AbdulRidha
Asiri announced that thecollege
has acquired the universal
academic accreditation fromthe
A.A.L.E. Thisaccomplishment
was the outcome of efforts
exerted by college' sdeanship,
departments, academic staff
members, support academic
staff and technical and
administrative staff.L ast
year’s advancements helped
to obtain accreditation by
fulfilling the requirements
designated by theA.A.L .E. The
institution visited the college
last November 2009 whereits
delegation got familiar with
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the final requirements to
obtaintheaccreditationinthe
curriculum, teaching methods,
students standard, academic
standard of the academic
staff members and alumni
prepar ation to facethe market
needs. The college received
anotice mentioning that the
Collegeobtained theuniversal
academic accreditation for five
years. Assiri stated that the
College of Social Sciencesis
oneof thenew collegesat KU.
It wasestablished by an Amiri
decreeNo. (109) for the year
1998. The college competeswith
other collegesinthe U.SA. It
became one of the edifices in

the field of social sciences in
theregion. Thecollegeoffers
adistinguished education and
createsan academic environment
that helpsin developing and
polishing studentschar acter
and developing their creative
and intellectual abilitiesin
order to play an active role
in thecommunity. Thecollege

offersacademic programsin
different majors. Psychology,
Sociology and Social Work,
Political Science, Geography,
Library & Information
Sciences, in addition to the
Postgraduate studies in the
Master degreesin Psychology,
Library & Information Sciences,
Geography, Political Sciences.
The college aims at keeping
up with thehuge quantitative
development in the field of
science, technological and
knowledgerevolution. Aswell
as opening new horizonsfor
young generations that are
eager for learningtofacethe
future challenges confidently.

Preparing the qualified
national cadresthat areable
toperformitsdutiesin serving
the community, promoting
science, human and social
resear ches, establishing the
scientific thinking method
and committing by rational
thinking and religiousvalues
are also among the college
objectives. Thisachievement
isan attestation of thecollege's
vision and itsimportant role
in the development process
and contribution in solving the
community problems, promoting
scientific research, spreading
knowledge and achieving a
comprehensive development.

This achievement increases
the college responsibility in
keeping the distinguished
educational standard and
looking for more development,
Assiri also added. Dr. Assiri
stated that the occasion is
simultaneous with the 50th
anniversary of Kuwait’s
independence. We present
thisacademic achievement to
HisHighness, theAmir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
His Highness, the Crown
Prince, the Prime Minister
and Minister of Education
and Higher Education, the
Higher President of the
University.
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