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Figure 2.15: (Top) Number of dust storms per year. A linear fit to the data, using robust regression is represented by
the solid line; (Bottom) average number of dust storms per month in 1973 - 2010 with their monthly maximum and

minimum values indicated by whiskers.
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Welcome aboard ajourney
wherelifeispresented through
thevariousformsof art. As
ordinary and unexceptional
asit may seem, an artwork
can either reveal astory, or
relate to an experience that
can make it relatable and
meaningful to the recipient.
Whether it isin the story of
its creation, the messageit
carries, or simply the first
impression it creates and
the visual impact it has on
you, here you are in this
lounge, slowing the pace
to celebrate life from an
unfamiliar perspective: art.

World Through Art

Thisweek’sartwork isamid-
19th century Persian miniature
illustration now on display
in the British museum in
London. The work depicts a
bird painted amongst different
types of flowers as it hops on
the anymone flower branch.
Thetitle of thework is‘Bird
and Flowers', corresponding to
itsdepiction, yet theartist and
source are unknown. Miniature
painting was used to decorate
the pages of handwritten
books that carried different
topics and messages as their
original contents. Therefore,
miniatures were added after
the manuscripts were created
which givesmajor priority to
the origina content over the
decorative artwork. Contrary
to calligraphers, painters
rarely dated and signed the

At Banan's

Winter Bliss

manuscripts, and ‘Bird and
Flowers' illustration is an
example. Beit amajor or minor
component of the book, using
an illustration had a unique
purpose. Considering it from
an artistic perspective, life
is perceived in objects, and
human feelings and different
traitsare closely connected to
them, thus simple objects of
the immediate surroundings
can easily be symbolized to
meet the literate’s purpose This

perception of therapport between
Humen and their environment
takesthe experience of reading
literature to another level;
the literary scene no longer
containsfamiliar abjects, but
metaphorical toolsand symbols
adding spirit totheart, and ‘ Bird
and Flowers' is presumably
no exception. The painting
containsabird that isamajor
object in Persian poetry, and
flowers; an organic object that
issymbolized in every eraand
every part of the world. The
artist placed the bird and the
anymone, which isa symbol
of remembrance, in the center
of thepainting’ssurface giving
them priority over therest of
the elements, while hydrangeas
were prominently placed in the
background, and both flowers
are wintertime flowers. So, here

aswe approach theend of 2022,
and aswintertime seemsto be
finally approaching, I would
liketo wish everyonewho has
made it thisfar avery happy
and active winter season spent
fishing or any other activities
under the gentle winter sun
and to remember to count
your blessings with health
above all else. Finally, I would
like to take the heart shaped
hydrangeas in this painting
asasymbol for my wishesto
everyonefor ahealthy, happy
and pure white heart. In the
end, whether symbolized or
not, art is always a blessing
to our mind and senses.

Banan H. Akbar
Language Instructor - HSC
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