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Usul al-Fiqgh

Definition of Usul al-Fiqgh

The term usul al-Figh is composed of two words
(terms): Usul and Figh.

A) The first definition requires that both the
words should be defined and explained separately.
B) The second definition demand that the
expression is taken as a whole, as the name of
an independent science.

The meaning of Usul:

The word Usul is plural of Asl.

A) The literal meaning of the term asl is:
Something from which another thing originates
[CYPAIRYN & A s ¢ s<ull) Thus, the origin of
a thing is its asl, like the father is the origin of
the son, that is the reasoning for translating the
word, asl as: Root.

B) Asl means: Something upon which another
thing is constructed (c J:.“ dale A LA) and here
it gives the meaning of : Foundation

C) In certain case the term asl is used in the
sense of the Arabic word: Masdar juas)) which
means: Source( Lisie (Juol )

D) Asl means a thing on which another things
rests (aiiuy) whether:

« It is perceptible (Hissi, ua) such as the
resting of the roof on the wz:ll.

« It is ideational (Ma’nawi, $ 9320) such as the
resting of a rule on its proof.

Thus, the wall is a basis (asl) of the roof, and
the proof is a basis (asl) of the rule.

Technical meaning of Usual:

There are several technical meaning of the word
asl. In Islamic law:
A) The word asl is used to mean proof (dalil): The
word dalil was applied to mean: a guide leading
a caravan, or scout finding the trail.
In Islamic law, the word dalil is used in two ways:
« Dalil tafsili (speciﬁc evidence): For example,
the verse
sy |‘9ST‘9 3l 1‘9.433?5 “r Al all) JIs”
Allah (swt) said:” And perform As-Salat and
give Zakat”
LS BMuall o) SNuall | gesdly “: Jlad alll LS g
55850 LS (i3l o7
Allah (swt) said:” And perform As-Salat, verily
prayer is enjoined on the believers at fixed times”
These verses are specific evidence in the Qur’an
that points to a hukm of Allah, which is the
obligatory (Wujub) of the prayer.
« Dalil Kulli or Ijmali (general evidence): Because
it contains within it a large number of specific
evidences. The Qur’an is a general evidence it
contains a large number of specific verses within.
ool gy diin Il “: a3 alll 137
Allah said:” But pays the due thereof on the
day of its harvest”
B) The word asl is used to indicate
the foundation upon which analogy is
constructed: The original basis (Magqis Alayh).
For example: Khamr (wine) is the original
basis (asl) of the Nabidh (date-beverage) as

the common cause (Illah) of intoxication is
found in both, it means that drinking of nabidh
is prohibited on the analogy of the prohibition
of Khamr(wine).
C) Asl is sometimes used in the sense of the
original rule.

daloyl elei¥ 8 JuaoWI :Bucls
The original rule for all things is«permissibility.
The principle implies that all things are permissible
unless specifically prohibited by the Shar’iah.
D) Asal used in the meaning of a general
principle ( ga’idah amah, dele duA3): generals
principles are of two kinds:
« Those that govern the law (qa’idah fighiyah,
dagdsd E:ua§), or general principle of Figh.
« Those that govern interpretation (qa’dah usuliyah,
al 3.:4? 3,3.;45) subject matter of usul al-Figh.
E) Preferability ( rujhan, ;laa ,): for example,
in speech what is preferable (asl) is the original
meaning (haqiqah, di.8a) of a word, and not
its secondary or figurative meaning.
F) Continued state or circumstances ( Mustashabb,
ua.«alu.m) : Foe example: If a man is sure about
his ritual purity, and doubtful about his impurity,
he will be told that the continued state is purity

unless contrary to it is proved.

By
Dr. Ahmed Shleibak

Associate Professor, Jurisprudence Dept
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