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At Banan's

A Month of Blessings

Welcome aboard a journey where life is
presented through the various forms of art.
As ordinary and unexceptional as it may
seem, an artwork can either reveal a story,
or relate to an experience that can make it
relatable and meaningful to the recipient.
Whether it is in the story of its creation,
the message it carries, or simply the first
impression it creates and the visual impact
it has on you, here you are in this lounge,
slowing the pace to celebrate life from an
unfamiliar perspective: art.

Thisweek’sartwork isan early 20th centry
Arabic calligraphy artwork, made by the
Egyptian calligrapher Yousif Ahmad. Due
to religious restrictions on Islamic arts,
aesthetes found solace in calligraphy. This
motivated calligraphers creativity as they
constantly evolved the art, forming different
stylesin presenting the Arabic letters. One
of the most prominent styles, and the style
our calligrapher Yousif Ahmad revived and
became associated with, is the Kufi style. In
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World Through Art

this artwork, a simple kufi style of calligraphy
was selected by the artist to present the 30th
verse of the Kahf chapter of the holy Quran.
The simple kufi calligraphy style, as indicated
by the name, is a basic style that does not
contain any form of ornamentation or even
tittering. A style that was established during
prophet Mohammad's life, (peace be upon
him), and became popular among Muslims
during the early centuriesof I1slam. It was used
primarily for writing purposes, focusing on
the content it conveysto itsrecipientsrather
than aesthetic purposes. Assimpleand basic
asthe artwork appearsto be, as fascinating
and influential as it is on the recipient. The
simplicity and the historical influence of
the calligraphy style chosen for the work
sends viewers' attention completely to the
message it carries within it: (we will not
allow to belost the reward of any who did
arighteous deed).

At thistime of the year, aswe celebrate the
holy month of Ramadhan, during which
righteous deeds are multiplied and heavens
are open for forgiveness, it isimportant to
remember that the most important cord we

hold onto in our livesisthe cord that links
usto God. Lifeisall about different phases,
and everything inlifeistemporary. Theone
permanent thing in life is the relationship
we have with our creator. A promising
relationship that remains long and solid
throughout a human’s life, and afterlife.
Given the chanceto live another Ramadhan
IS a precious opportunity and a break from
theregular pace and vibe of lifethat isgiven
to usby Allah. Take the chanceto get closer
to God and enjoy amonth full of blessings.

Banan Akbar
Language Instructor - HSC
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