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At Banan's

Welcome aboard a journey where
lifeis presented through the various
forms of art.

Asordinary and unexceptional asit
may seem, an artwork can either reveal
astory, or relate to an experience that
can makeit relatable and meaningful
to the recipient.

Whether itisin the story of itscreation,
the messageit carries, or smply the
first impression it creates and the
visual impact it hason you, hereyou
areinthislounge, slowing the pace
to celebrate life from an unfamiliar
perspective: art

Whesels in Water: a rural act of
mai ntenance.

Thisweek’sartwork isanother 19th
century painting that was influenced
by different circumstances, both
cultural and technical; “The Hay
Wain” by John Constable. Although
it is also adepiction of an ordinary
moment in a reality world, it still
followsacompletely different method
of presentation of this ordinary
everyday moment than that followed
by montalvo in his “Sea Bream”.
“TheHay Wain”, unlike Montalvo's,
consists of different features, all
thoughtfully located to create a set
up that dragsthe recipient’s attention
towardsacertain feature that was given

World Through Art

priority by the painter as he placed
it inthe most noticeabl e spot among
others, creating afull landscape that
isamost aredlity.

It clearly focuses on the wagon, the
“hay wain”. Other than the spot in
which the painter decided to place
the wagon, it is presented in an
unfamiliar condition, making the
recipients not only noticeit, but also
ask questions such aswhy thewagon
isstanding in the middle of astream,
going nowhere despite the presence
of the two horses dragging it, and
the country man leaning on it, which
indicates that it is still in function.
A country man wroteto the London
National Gallery, wherethe painting
isin display, about a suggested fact
by which Constable wasinspired. He
wrote that wagons were driven into
water to soak the wooden wheels so

o

that the jointswould not loosen due
to drying out in the summer heat.
Thepainting is, in fact, an aesthetic
documentation of a particular way
of life that was unfamiliar in art at
thetime, it depictsarural landscape
of a spot between two counties in
England for which Constable carried
sincerefeelings. Constable’sartwork
was, and still is, distinguished by
possessing the quality of depicting
alifethat wasrarely acknowledged
by his contemporaries, and that only
emphasizes on hiswords: “1 should
paint my own places best”. “The
Hay Wain” originaly carried the
title “Landscape: Noon” relating it
to the classic landscape tradition of
representing nature asit changesits
form according to its natural cycle
and was one of a series of paintings
that Constabl e painted for the Royal
Academy’s Sumer Annual Exhibition.
So, Constable’'semphasison the way
of life, thelife he himself experienced,
wasexplicit in hisdecision to change
the title of the painting, prioritizing
rural actions and way of life over
the scenery.

Banan Akbar
Language Instructor — HSC.
Benan.akbar @ku.edu.kw
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