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Although wearein the
twenty-first century,
women ar e still
underrepresented in
senior STEM positions.
STEM is a term that
has been used lately and
it stands for Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics.
Throughout the history
of STEM, thereis alack
of females’ involvement
and representation
in its areas. Recently,
women have achieved
major strides towards
minimizing the gender
gap in scientific fields,
although thessignificant
under-representation

of females is obviously
mirrored in STEM
careers and senior
workplaces. Thegoal of
the thesis is to explore
and understand thelevel
of involvement of women
in STEM in Kuwait and
in turn highlight the
social status and case
of women in Scientific
occupational levels,
research and academia.
This is done through
examining women’s
representation in more
depth by examiningthe
state of the research
and referencethemost
important contributions
of theother researchers

4l AL g YT palie
The Status of STEM Arab Women in the workplace: A case study of the state of Kuwait

on this issue in Kuwait
and worldwide. The
main objectives that
guide this study are:
investigating the main
factors that led women to
choose STEM, exploring
women perspectives on
the possible reasons
behind having gender
gap in STEM workforce
especially the reasons
that drive them to get
involved in non-STEM
occupations, understanding
the biggest challenges
that face females in
professional positions of
STEM workplaces and
finally recommending the
practices that females

should follow to rise
in STEM workplace.
Several concepts that are
somehow related to this
arealikegender biases,
occupational segregation,
gender gap and women’s
empower ment are
discussed further. ToO
conduct this study, a
qualitativeand quantitative
research approach
is used including in-
depth interviews and
questionnaires. The
findings of this work
imply that, despite the
fact that thereareseveral
factors that |ead females in
Kuwait to choose STEM
fields, such as being

personally interested in
STEM, gender gap in
STEM workplaces still
exist. Unliketheir male
counterparts, women
areunderrepresented.
Accor ding totheresults,
social stereotypes, gender
biases in thehiring process
of STEM agencies and
thelack of diversity in
STEM sectors aresome
of theprimary reasons
for gender gapin STEM
workplaces. Thefindings
of this work indicate
that females in STEM
workplaces faceseveral
challenges including,
difficulties in reaching top
leadership positions and

having an unsupportive
wor king environment.
Accordingly, various
recommendations and
practices that can assist
women in contributing
and rising ar e discussed.
Practically, women
are advised to develop
power ful personalities,
acquireleadership skills
and broaden their social
network. Lastly, the
K uwaiti society will benefit
from the outcomes of
this study as it presents
thereal perspectives and
experiences of women in
STEM workplaces which
can be extrapolated to
different occupations.
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