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Startup Kuwait Participation at Startupl stanbul Challenge Oct 2017!

‘ Sunday, November 5, 2017 I ssue No. 1111

Startup Kuwait’s4 Teams
from Kuwait, their advisors,
and the program director
attended Startupl stanbul
Challenge, the Leading
Startup Event isEuro-Asia,
October 19-23, 2017 in
Istanbul. (KU - Aisha Al-
Enezi and Aljazi Al-Ajmi);
Drag and Drop Playground
(KU -Ahmad Al-Azmi, Ali
Ashkanani, Hasan Fairouz,
and Salman Al-Ahmad) ;
Habbah (AOU-M ohammad
Alwan); and M agniscope
(KU -Aregj Abdelaal, Batool
Dashti, Laila Buabbas,
LamisWaleed, and Sazida
Hossain).

These4 teamsrepresented
Kuwait first and foremost,
followed by their respective
universities and Startup
Kuwait and wer e selected
to be among the top 100
teams from over 20,000
applicants representing
mor e than 90 countries.
M ost startupswereestablished
oneyear ago or less, have
demonstrated minimal
traction, and revenue, and
seeking investment.
AlzheiGlass, Drag and
Drop Playground, and
M agniscope areall teams
from Kuwait University
Computing Engineering
Department, under the
supervision and guidance
of Dr. Saed Abed (KU).
Habbah is a team from
theArab Open University
which is supervised and
advised by Dr. Abdulmohsen
Al-Mutairi (AOU).
AlzheiGlassisan application
that helps patients of
Alzheimer’s disease and
dementia by enhancing
their caregivers capabilities

to perform their job and
ensure the safety of the
patient. The product is
a combination of smart
glasses that the patient
wear s, and thecaregivers
use applications both
android and | OSto monitor
their patients. AlzheiGlass
(KU) founding member
Aisha Al-Enezi was also
very appreciative of the
opportunity to beamongst
the top 100 startups at
Startupl stanbul Challenge.
Dragand Drop Playground
is a system that teaches
kidshow to code through
robotics. The system
provides a smart device
application that includes
alibrary of programming
blocks which is used to
teach kids the logic of
coding. On the hardware
side, the user can build
a robot that carries out
specific commands using
thechild’sability to apply
hig’her imagination and
creativity on real world
objects. These two parts
are combined to produce
a functional robot. This
startup aimsat producing a
new generation of children
who are good at problem
solving and havethelogic
of programming. These
two qualitiesar e essential
nowadays because they
areuseful in many sectors
such ascomputer science,
mechanical and electrical
engineering, health care, the
oil sector and many more.
Dragand Drop Team had
agreat experience, Mr. Ali
Ashkanani stated that: “
we got mentor ship sessions
from many investor sfrom

KU participantswith Dr. Saed

different countries, and
Mr. Salman Al-Ahmed
added: “ The networking
experiencewith investors
was extremely impor tant
an encour aged usto start
the business early. Some
of theinvestorswill track
our progressto continue
advising us on how to
improvethebusinessside
of the startup.”
Habbah is a social
e-commerce platform
that promotes, sells, and
deliver strending products.
It hasvery attractive and
engaging components,
which will empower users
and give them a space to
articulate their trends.
Such platforms have the
potential to captivate a
large consumer base in
relatively no time, thus
thrusting Habbah to the
forefront of e-commerce
and trending applications.
Habbah founder, Mr.
Mohammad Alwan stated
that “it wasapleasurefor
Habbah team to participate
at Startupl stanbul, to meet
investors, mentors and
other startupsfrom various
countries. I benefited from
valuableand in-depth advice
that mentorsand business
advisors had to offer to
advance our business’
M agniscope helpsstudents
understand scientific
concepts in an enjoyable
new way. This startup
will help schoolscut costs
on equipment and labs.
M agniscope developed a
product that uses virtual
reality tomaketheinvisible
fields of electricity, magnetic
fields, chemical compounds
and process and other
scientific concepts easier
to understand due to the

visualization through
VR. Studentscan usethis
technology to perform lab
experimentsusing virtual
lab tools, ensuring safety
and comprehension for
students and lower costs
for schools.

Ms. Lamis Waleed of
M agniscope, stated that, “ it
wasathrilling networking
experience, it helped usin
refining our plans for the
future, and to get a lot of
good advicefrom worldwide
expertsin one place’.

Each team had their own
demo booth at the event
and had a chanceto meet
with the most renowned
speakers, mentors, advisors,
acceleratorsand investors
in the region, the Silicon
Valley, Asia and Europe.
They underwent a series
of mentoring bootcamps
prior to the final pitching
and Demo day in order
to maximize investment
opportunities. Thenetworking
at Startupl stanbul wasquite
exciting, providing theteams
with the best chancesthus
far to communicate their
ideasto the top investors
who came to harvest the
fresh innovative startups
from around the world.
Dragand Drop Play Ground
managed to secureaunique
Pitching opportunity,
showcasing their business
before an audience of
mentors, investors, judges
and other attendees as
well as pitching privately
tointernational investors
and venture capitalists,
business accelerators as
considered a promising
proj ect.

Many investor sexpressed
their interest and asked the
teamstokeep in touch and

Drag and Drop team at booth

send their latest updates,
products, achievements
and progress. These 4
teams got exposure to
the real world and good
networ king experience,
mentoring, and contacts.
Their advisorswere very
proud that their teams
have comethisfar for the
first time.

Visit the Startupl stanbul
webpage @: https://
startupistanbul.com/
The website includes
detailson all the speakers,
investors, partners, funders
and previouscompetitions.
The top 100 startups
are available @: https://
star tupistanbul.com/
Startup100

Startupl stanbul challenge
launched with welcoming
ceremony followed by various
well known speaker ssuch
asAmal Dokhan, Asli Kurul
and Richard M cGuinness.
There were mentoring
sessions and wor kshops
taking place simultaneously
throughout the event.
The Demo Day provided
opportunitiesfor teamsto
display their idea-businesses
and benefit from the vast
networ king opportunities.
The conference which saw
world renowned investors
and speakerssuchasTim
Draper (former partner
of DFJ venture capital,
now a billionaire private
investor), Onur Koc from
Microsoft and various
speaker sfrom the Silicon
Valley such asBill Kenney
and Andy Tsao, and major
Silicon Valley accelerator
Y- Combinator M anaging
Director addresstheaudience
on varioushot topicsrelated
to entrepreneur ship, trade,
tech industry and innovation

challenges.

Updateon Startup Kuwait
National Innovation &
Entrepreneur ship Challenge
fall 2017. Simultaneously,
in Kuwait, the new teams
for theFall Cycleof Startup
Kuwait werepreparingtheir
Problem and Solution slides
to pitch their ideas and
receive expert mentoring
and advisory servicesin
hopes of furthering their
ideasto materialize them
by theend of the program
(end December) and create
their own businesses. Student
Teamsfrom theArab Open
University, Box Hill College
Kuwait, Gulf University
for Science & Technology,
Kuwait University, and
Kuwait College of Science &
Technology would continue
presenting their ideas, and
receiving valuable advice
on how to improve their
presentationsand concepts
as preparation for the
National Innovation and
Entrepreneur ship Challenge.
Next week the new teams
for thefall 2017-2018 cycle
of Startup Kuwait will be
attending 2nd Pitch Review
session on November 4th
in which they will focuson
Marketing and Branding,
and followed by Revenue
Streams & Financials on
the 18th of November and
Final Business Pitchesin
December 2017. Dr.Redha
Behbehani pointed out
that the tools of success
are readily available to
theseentrepreneurs teams;
their dedication, effort,
and innovation are what
truly makes a difference
duringtheentrepreneurship
journey.



