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TheThird National Innovation
and Entrepreneurship
Challenge, under the
patronage of the speaker
of the National Assembly,
Mr. Marzug al Ghanim
and with Deputy Speaker
Al Kandari present, took
place on May 21nd 2017
at Salwa Hall in Marina
Crescent. Kuwait University
organized an Award &
Demo Day to showcasethe
winning teams., “We are
ready to support theyouth
projects’ Deputy Speaker of
the National Assembly Mr.
IssaAl Kandari, said during
thehonoring of thewinning
projects from the Startup
Kuwait National I nnovation
and Entrepreneurship
Challenge. Mr. Kandari
stipulated that Kuwaiti Youth
are very gifted and have a
great senseof innovation and
entrepreneur ship making
them eligibleto competein
international competitions
and they arethetruewealth
of Kuwait. On that note,
he thanked the efforts of
instructors and professors
at the various academic
institutionsand universities
in Kuwait.

TheThird National Innovation
and Entrepreneurship Challenge
was delivered during the
Spring 2017 semester, and
the various projects were
critiqued by an esteemed
panel of judgesfrom leading
private sector and public
sector organizations, and
non-profit organizations.
Startup Kuwait sincerely
appreciatesthecontributions
of expertiseand dedication
from thevariouspublicand
private sector entities, and
consortium of universities.
Kuwait University’spresident
Dr.Hussein Ahmed Al Ansari
waspresent aswell asother

univer sity top management,
deans and professors. Dr.
Husain stated: Theinitiative
toestablish Startup Kuwait
for National Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Challenge
waslaunched by the Global
Center with the participation
of private universities to
support the youth which
will in turn realize the
vision for Kuwait that His
Highness the Emir Sheikh
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber
Al-Sabah envisioned for
2035. HisHighness'svision
entails Kuwait role as the
regional center of commerce
and trade. He added that
Kuwait’s universities
students have tremendous
talent, creativity and skills,
and we areresponsible for
developing their talents;
praisingtheir resilienceand
unrelenting effort resulting
inther successstoriesat this
year’'s challenge.

Thisyear thereare28 student
projects that advanced to
the Internal and National
Competition, mainly from
engineering, businessschools
and science colleges, most of
which areeasily applicable
projectsthat focuson health,
technology, best dietary
practices, as well as other
unique and innovative
projects.

Assistant Vice President
for Planning Institutional
Development at Kuwait
University; Dr. MunaHusain,
explained, “Global Center
at the College of Business
Administration adopted the
ideafor the project with the
participation of many colleges
and universities. The Startup
Kuwait project led to the
signing of Memorandum of
Under standing between the
Kuwait University and the
National Fund to support the
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“ Student Team Magniscope from Kuwait University receiving award”

delivery of Startup Kuwait
Program with itsconsortium
of universities. The idea
for Startup Kuwait was
inspired by HisHighnessthe
Emir’svision todiversify the
national sources of income
and encour agetheyouth to
lead in business. Thisiswhy
Kuwait University other
univer sities came together
in aconsortium to enhance
theskillstheyouth already
possess and lead them to
success.

The Director at Global
Center, Dr. Redha Behbehani
emphasized theimportance of
thisproject and organization
platform. Dr. Redha added
that Startup Kuwait’s
Accelerated paceisattributed
to peopleworkingwith Startup
Kuwait both domestically
and internationally, from
all nationalities, “indeed,
collaboration isquintessential
in focusat Startup Kuwait
and an exampleof thisisthe
consortium of universitiesthat
participated; representing
95% of the total college
students in Kuwait.” Dr.
Behbehani thanked all the
peoplewho helped makethis
initiative a success, explaining
that thewhole processtook
lessthan oneyear. Hethen
announced thenamesof the
winning teams.

Project Alzhel Glass:
Aisha Al-Enezi, Aljazi Al-
Ajmi, from the College
of Computer Science and
Engineering KU

Project Magniscope:

Aregj Ahmad, Batool Dashti,
LameesWaleed and Sajida
Hussain from the College
of Computer Science and
Engineering KU

Project Drag & Drop
Playground:

Ali Ashkanani, Salman Al-
Ahmad, Hussain Fairouz
and Ahmad Al-Azmi from
the College of Computer
Scienceand Engineering KU
Project The 3rd Eye:

Fatima Al-Doub, Sara Al-
Qassar and NouraAl-Yousef
fromthe College of Petroleum
and Engineering KU
Project Italk

Hessa Al-Shammari and
Aida Al-Azmi from the
PublicAuthority for Applied
Education and Training
Project TechnoFun & Games:
Meshari Al-Abdulhadi and
Abdulmohsen Al-Fulaij
majoring in Computer
Science at Gulf University
of Science and Technology
Project Habbah:
Mohammad Aalwan majoring
in BusinessAdministration
at theArab Open University
Project Diabetic Breathalyzer:
AsmaaAl-Hamdan, Beshayer
Al-Mutawaa, MuneeraAl-
Rubah and Sara Ali from
the College of Petroleum
Engineering KU majoring
in Electrical Engineering.
The public at the Award
& Demo Day casted their
votesand chosethe Diabetic
Breathalyzer Project as
people’'s choice award.
The award for best Social
Impact project went to the
sameteam aswell, Diabetic
Breathalyzer.

The project called Your
Doctor in Your Office, for
the students Rehab Jad,
Razan Al-Samhan and
Hajer Al-Beloushi from
the College of Petroleum
Engineering majoring in
Electrical Engineering,
received support from the
youth organization LOYAC.
Awarded projectsarereceiving
pre-seed funding from Arab
Fund, Zain, Boubyan Bank and
Al-Kout Industrial Projects.
Furthermore, these projects
arereceiving businessadvisory
as well as acceleration of
businessdevelopment from
Ernst & Youngand StratQ
Organizations, respectively.
Startup Kuwait iscurrently
busy preparing for the next
National Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Challenge
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which will start rolling out
in July 2017 for Faculty
Boot-Camp. Thelaunching
will begin on September
30th for student teamswith
a boot-camp followed by 7
additional boot-camps, for
the duration of Fall 2017
semester. The boot camps
will cover the basics of the
Entrepreneur ship processand
will include guest speakers
who areexpertsin varying
fields such as marketing,
sales, resear ch, technology
and entrepreneurship. The
teamswill then be screened
and will haveregular sessions
with their faculty advisors,
with experts from a wide
range of business fields and
will then compete in the
Internal Competition and
National competitions.

TheStartup programisvery
rigorous and the students
will be pushed out of their
comfort zoneto provethat
they can work under very
challenging conditions. In
about three months the
teamswill generatean idea,
receivethebest coachingin

many disciplines and will
showcase their final product
in front of highly renowned
judges at their respective
universities which will
propel themintheend tothe
awarding stage of entering
theNational Innovation and
Entrepreneur ship Challenge,
competing for freepre-seed
funding.

Thewinningteams of Spring
2017 have been invited to
participateand potentially
compete internationally at
Startup Istanbul, which is
one of thelargest eventsin
the region taking place in
October 2017.

Dr. Redha stated that the
universities within the
consortium of Startup Kuwait
encompass 95% of the higher
education studentsin Kuwait.
Heended the ceremony with
Startup Kuwait’s motto,
“to the Pioneers, the Bold,
theUnrestrained youth, the
WorldisYour Pearl...Ride
the Wave'.
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