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New and uniques ideas from scented candles, now you can write any name or message from scented

candles for all occasions. In-addition, you will find a wide collection of baby and weddings souvenirs,
Get in touch with us and order your candle today
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Behind Closed Doors

Tens of millions of women
around the world are
employed as domestic
workers in private
households. They clean,
cook, care for children,
look after elderly family
members, and perform
other essential tasks for
their employers.
While domestic workers are now considered
crucial to the smooth running of national
economies, as a workforce they remain one of
the most vulnerable to exploitation, abuse and
modern-day slavery. They often work 14 to 18
hours a day, seven days a week, for wages far
below the minimum wage. They may be locked
within their workplace and subject to physical
and sexual violence
According to the International Domestic Workers
Federation, the vulnerability of domestic workers
is rooted in the nature of their work- typically
undertaken behind closed doors in private homes
far from their own communities and the lack of
legal protection they receive. Though critical to
the functioning of national economies, only 10
percent of domestic workers have the same basic
labor rights as other sectors.
In the Gulf, the International Trade Union
Confederation estimates that 2.4 million domestic
workers are enslaved. Most are migrant workers
from poor countries such as the Philippines, India,
Sri Lanka and Nepal who are recruited to work
in private households in Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Kuwait, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and Oman. Upon arrival in any of these
countries, domestic workers fall under the
regional “kafala” system, meaning the consent
of the “sponsor” family is required if they wish
to leave their employment.
Human Rights Watch and others
have documented horrendous abuse of maids
and domestic servants in private households
in the UAE, with widespread sexual violence,
beatings, confiscation of passports and non-
payment of wages. Unmarried domestic workers
who become pregnant can be charged with illicit
relations and imprisoned with their babies.
Ministers from the GCC and Asian countries
met in Kuwait, last week, for the third time, to
broaden the base of the Abu Dhabi Dialogue; a
common understanding of issues, practices and
policies in contractual labor for the region.
I hope that an equal voice is given to workers,
employers and governments to ensure that the
views of the social partners are closely reflected
in labor standards and in shaping policies.
By: Tasneem A.Al-Muhanna

Email:talmuhanna@gmail.com

The College of Science Arranges Honoring Ceremony to Grant Canadian Academic

Accreditation Certificates to the Graduates from the Department of Chemistry

Graduates from the Department of Chemistry with faculty members following the accreditation certificate distribution

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

The College of Science held an
honoring ceremony to grant academic
accreditation certificates, from the
Canadian Society for Chemistry, to
graduates from the Department of
Chemistry for the academic year
2014/2015. The ceremony was held
under the patronage of the President

of KU, Prof. Hussein Al-Ansari, with
the presence of the Dean of the College
of Science, Prof. Jassim Al-Hasan, a
representative from the Embassy of
Canada, the visiting Delegation of the
Canadian Society of Chemistry, and a
number of faculty members from the
College of Science.

Furthermore, Prof. Al-Ansari emphasized

on the fact that it is an honor to obtain
the academic accreditation from a
prestigious academic institution,
indicating that it is the second academic
accreditation obtained by the Department
of Chemistrys, as the first accreditation
was in 2005.

Moreover, Prof. Al-Ansari asserted on
the importance

Continued Pg. 31

The Department of History Organizes Conference on ‘“History and
Myth” Aimed to Demonstrate the Importance of Ancient, Islamic and
Modern Time Periods

"

Prof. Al-Hajji (center left) honoring Dr. Al-Wasmy (center)

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
The Department of History, at
the College of Arts, organized
a conference, titled ‘“History
and Myth,” aimed to shed light
on the importance of history
toward future generations;
covering ancient, Islamic and
modern periods.

The two-day conference, which
was under the patronage of the
Dean of the College of Arts,
Prof. Hayat N. Al-Hajji, was
divided into three sessions and

conducted independently by
Prof. Al-Hajji, Dr. Suleiman
Al-Bader and Dr. Futouh Al-
Khatrash.

Moreover, the conference began
with the playing of national anthem
of Kuwait and the recitation of
Quranic verses, followed by
the opening speech, presented
by Prof. Al-Hajji, where she
welcomed and thanked guest
speakers, as well as honored Dr.
Khaled Al-Wasmy for his over
40-year role in the education

process and evolution of the
Department of History, as he
nears his retirement date.
Furthermore, she clarified that
her thanks is not a ““goodbye”,
but a recognition of great
gratitude by Dr. Al-Wasmy’s
efforts, as he was one of the
founding members of the
department.

“Dr. Al-Wasmy allowed graduates
to see the beauty and fascination

of the
Continued Pg. 31

Dr. Al-Wasmy expressing his gratitude

University Events of
the Week

Monday
9:30 AM- The opening
of the Second Annual
Forum by the College
of Social Sciences in
Abdullah Al-Jaber
Theater at Shuwaikh
campus.

Tuesday
9:00 AM- Science
Fair at the College of
Science, in the first
floor of building 32.

Wednesday
12:30 PM- Symposium
on Smart Security
Devices, in hall 119 of
the main building at
Khaldiya campus.
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The Family Center for Psychological and Social Counseling and the Deanship of Student Affairs Launch

Dr. Al-Abdullah presenting his speech

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The Family Center for
Psychological and Social
Counseling, at the College of
Social Sciences, launched a
campaign on ways to combat
violence, in collaboration
with the Deanship of Student
Affairs, titled “Fingerprint
Against Violence,” under the
patronage of the Undersecretary
of the Ministry of State for
Youth Affairs, Sheikha Al-
Zain Al-Sabah.

said that KU is the main
platform in societal building
as it creates leaders of the
future, underling the key
role of the College of Social
Sciences in shedding light on
societal issues and finding
appropriate solutions to
them.

The Ministry of State for
Youth Affairs contributes
to evolving and supporting
the Kuwaiti society by using
advanced technologies to cope
with the latest developments

Moreover, Sheikha Al-Zain across the globe so as to build

The College of Education Organizes
Artistic Workshop to Disseminate the
Basic Fundamentals of Fine Art

Students from the workshop listening to the concepts of fine art
By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
Under the patronage of the Dean of College of Education, Prof.
Najat Al-Mutawa, the Department of Curricula and Teaching
Methods, organized an art workshop, titled “Drawing for
Fun,” aimed to teach students the basic fundamentals of fine
art, through drawing, painting and sculpting using various
mediums and techniques.
Moreover, the workshop permeated several activities, including
the use of multilateral means to create forms and graphics;
allowing a spirit of partnership and creativity between
students and members of the teaching staff.
Besides, Prof. Al-Mutawa praised the workshop and urged
the participants to continue practicing the various artistic
crafts.
Furthermore, Dr. Qadeer Al-Hadad, who helped organized
the workshop, expressed her happiness in fully achieving the
objective of the workshop.

Campaign on Solutions to End Violence

Sheikha Al-Zain being presented a memorial shield

a strong and coherent society
when facing difficulties.
“The ministry was keen on
sponsoring the campaign
and attending its session out
of its position in enhancing
the values of tolerance and
cooperation among the Kuwaiti
youth and students as they
are the country’s future and
a base of its renaissance,”
she said.

Furthermore, Sheikha Al-
Zain called for implementing
the concepts of dialogue,
respecting others’ opinions,

disseminating the culture of
tolerance and discarding
violence in the Kuwaiti society,
especially among youth.

Additionally, the Vice Dean
for Consultancies, Training
and Research, Dr. Hamed Al-
Abdullah, said that college
welcomes the continuing
cooperation with the Ministry
of State for Youth Affairs,
especially since the college
is home to many sections
of scientific and research
units that provide studies
and consultations on the

Dr. Al-Huwailah marking her fingerprint in one of the campaign activities

subject of violence and
therefore can cooperate with
the ministry.

“Together we can mark a
fingerprint on this matter and
submit studies to eliminate
this phenomenon... The
overall function of those
units is not solely for teaching
and scientific research, but
to extend a hand and help
eliminate negative actions,”
he said.

Besides, the Head of the Family
Center for Psychological
and Social Counseling, Dr.

Amthal Al-Huwailah, said
that the topic of violence is
a regional/global problem
and that one of the goals of
this campaign is to search
for the factors that causes
violent behavior among young
people and diagnose it.

Nevertheless, the Family Center
for Psychological and Social
Counseling and the Deanship
of Student Affairs presented
a memorial shield to Sheikha
Al-Zain for her kind efforts

and cooperation.

Faculty of Dentistry Hosted a Delegation from the
Universiti Teknologi MARA to Explore Future Research
Collaboration and Student Exchange Program

By: Faculty of
Dentistry

Last week, the Faculty
of Dentistry hosted a
delegation from the
Universiti Teknologi
MARA (UTM) in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.
Prof. Mohamed Ibrahim
Abu Hassan, Founding
Dean, led two of his senior
staff in this visit. He is
very active in promoting
dental education in
the region, currently
he is the Chairman
of Dean’s Council
Malaysia, a member of
the Malaysian Dental
Council and Accreditation
Technical Committee of
the Malaysian Dental
Programme and the
President of the South

A group photo of the visiting delegation with faculty members

East Asia Association for
Dental Education.

The dental school at UTM
has just moved into a state
of the art building and is
introducing Comprehensive
Dental Care (CDC) into its
curriculum. This patient-
centered care approach

has been a central pillar
in our own teaching
program so the purpose
of this visit was to share
our experience and to
explore future research
collaboration and student
and staff exchange. The
delegation also attended

the weekly CDC seminar
where senior students
presented their finished
cases. The delegation left
on the second day with
the view of continuing to
explore ways for the two
institutes to collaborate in
education and research.
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Prof. Al-Ansari honoring Prof. Boyd for his presence

of obtaining academic
accreditation, an essential
indicator on the quality
of KU’s outputs and
education.

“The academic accreditation
shall provide more job
opportunities for the
graduates,” he said.
Besides, the Former
President of the Canadian
Society for Chemistry, Prof.
Russell Boyd, explained
that the Canadian Society
for Chemistry not only

recognizes the academic
achievements of KU’s most
recent graduates, but is
delighted to acknowledge
the leadership role of KU;
the first university outside
of Canada to receive such
accreditation for one of its
scientific departments.

“I think you can all
be very proud of that
historic achievement. The
accreditation process is
very rigorous, thorough
and cannot be achieved

Dr. Al-Hasan presenting his
speech

without a lot of hard work
and dedication by the
department and university
that seek accreditation...
It is worth noting that
there are universities in
Canada whose chemistry
programs have not received
the accreditation. Their
applications have been
unsuccessful because
they have not met the
many criteria that must
be satisfied,” he said.

Nevertheless, as one of the

Prof. Boyd explaining KU’s
leadership role
ten elected members of the
Bureau of the International
Union of Pure and Applied
Chemistry (IUPAC), Prof.
Boyd said the Bureau is
the key governing body of
IUPAC and is responsible
for the many activities of
IUPAC, which include
establishing the nomenclature
that is taught to chemistry
students throughout the
world. Kuwait is the only
IUPAC member in the
GCC and is therefore
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One of the graduates (center) beaming after receiving his accreditation

certificate

a leader in the world of
chemistry.

In addition, the Head
of the Department of
Chemistry, Dr. Mohamed
Al-Hasan, explained that
the department offers
two pre-bachelor’s study
programs: chemistry and
applied chemistry, along
with a minor program
in forensic science; in
collaboration with the
Department of Biological
Sciences.

“The department also
offers one master’s
program and one PhD
program at the College of
Graduate Studies and is
in the process of offering
another master’s program
in collaboration with
Department of Biological
Sciences in Forensic
Science,” he said.
Additionally, Dr. Al-Hasan
applauded the graduates
and members of KU on
this happy occasion.

A smile to Afaq’s camera lenses

disciplinary path they
had chosen... He was a
teacher at his core and had
the ability to understand
and convey what really
mattered in the books and
ideas students studied,”
Prof. Al-Hajji said.

In addition, Prof. Al-Hajji
explained the importance
of history, as it helps us to
understand the present. If
we listen to what history
has to say, we can come
to a sound understanding
of the past that will tell us
much about the problems
we now face. If we refuse
to listen to history, we will
find ourselves fabricating
a past that reinforces our
understanding of current

problems.

“People tend to underestimate
the power of history. If I
want to convince you that
capitalism is evil, I could
simply tell you that capitalism
is evil, but this is likely to
have little effect on the
skeptical. This frontal attack
is too crude. If, however,
I disinterestedly tell you
the history of capitalism,
nonchalantly listing all the
atrocities attributable to
it, I am much more likely
to achieve my goal. I can
leave a lasting impression
that will evoke revulsion
at the mere mention of the
word,” she said.

Besides, history teaches
values. If it is true history,

Audience members during the conference

it teaches true values; if it
is pseudo-history, it teaches
false values. The history
taught to our children is
playing a role in shaping
their values and beliefs- a
much greater role than we
may suspect, Prof. Al-Hajji
said.

Nevertheless, the Head of
the Department of History,
Dr. Abdulhadi Al-Ajmi,
clarified the importance
of such conferences to all
professors and students,
indicating that the department
is involved in many scientific
trips including Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, Iran, Greece, Spain
and Italy; as he documented
each of those archaeological
trips with students from

the department.

On another note, the
department strives to explore
various methodologies and
different approaches to
the past, Dr. Al-Ajmi said.
Faculty members assist
students in acquiring the
knowledge/skills essential
to becoming contributing
scholars, while helping them
to become effective teachers
and to exist comfortably
within a demanding and
complicated professional
world.

“Many of the founding
members of the department;
who played Kkey roles in the
education process, evolution
of the department, and lofty
national reputation, are

Prof. Al-Hajji and Prof. Najat Al-Mutawa with Dr. Al-Bader discussing
the importance of history

A glimpse of the conference’s first session

present in the conference,
with three generations of
students,” Dr. Al-Ajmi
said.

Also, Dr. Al-Wasmy thanked
Prof. Al-Hajji for the
recognition, indicating that
such honors demonstrates
the respect/care between
colleagues and said that he
is sincerely touched for this

great acknoeldgment.

“I always felt respected
by all the colleagues in
the department and the
faculty during my years in
KU... I hope to continue
my contribution for the
department through lectures
and exchanges of different

experiences,” he said.
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Conversational Differences in

GenderCommunication

By: Dalal M. Al-Methen

Men and women are considered to be
two different languages and cultures.
Both genders tend to suffer from the
fact that they misunderstand each
other most of the time. This issue
could lead to miscommunication
or negotiation. Women’s goal in
conversation is intimacy and connection,
whereas men only start a conversation
when there is a purpose and specific
information that need to be delivered
while remaining independent.
However, both genders differ in the
focus behind their communication.
Women often change and go around
the topic constantly in the middle of
the conversation, then they return to
it later afterwards, while men tend
to finish one topic before moving to
the next one. When women keep on
changing their topic, they use extra
vocabulary to express what they feel
towards it. Men do not have a large
amount of vocabulary, and women
feel this difference in the “amount” of
talking men tend to do. In addition,
men rarely use question tags, which

is a device women often employ
while talking.

When a conversation is over
between both genders, nodding is
a commonly used behaviour done
by women in non-verbal situations
to show that they are listening. In
contrast, men avoid nodding and
also use fewer voice tones and facial
expressions while communicating
with women.

I’m a “DreamChaser” My Flash Light

Social Media Apps

By: Hameeda Al-Shalash

Nowadays, there are a lot of
applications in our mobile
devices used in daily life,
and it is via those apps that
many people share their
ideas, feelings, opinions, and
events. We all have at least one
application we use constantly,
each bringing us good and bad
effects. The most important
thing to bear in mind though
is considering that there are
limits which we can’t cross.
These limits are tied to our

By: Maryam Alkandary
Book Title: The Alchemist
Author: Paulo Coelho
This book, which is a
US national bestseller as
declared by the Guinness
World Records, has been
translated into 67 different
languages and sold more
than 65 million copies.
The novel’s theme is about
finding destiny and freedom.
Also, it is full of symbols,
wisdom, ethics, and even has
some Islamic verses. While
reading the novel, Coelho’s
way of writing makes you
live and imagine Andalusia

ways of living, habits, and
ethics. In my opinion, if you
respect others, you will surely
get the respect and appreciation
you give returned to you.
Living by this rule matters,
as we should leave a good
imprint for ourselves. Try
to be a model online citizen
because you never know who
follows you; what you send out
into the world may be seen
by children, teenagers, and
old people. So, you should
think about what would be

and Egypt in a way that
makes you think and smile
while embracing wisdom
about fate, the complexity
of human beings, and
superficial understanding.
As the novel takes place
in Andalusia, the main
character named Santiago
works as a shepherd who
travels to Spain then to the
Egyptian desert in search
of a treasure. Through his
trip, he meets some people
who help him on his quest,
ultimately turning the main
character’s journey into a
discovery of the treasure

appropriate to represent
you in front of your public.
Also, a big responsibility
here lies on parents (and on
another level, also on program
developers/managers) who
have to moderate bad bits
and comments from underage
users, with the consequence
that a child must be punished
if they cross the line, so they
won’t repeat it. All of us in
charge are responsible, so
let’s try to express ourselves
correctly.

Book of the Week

found within.

The writer additionally
manages to allow us to
think about appreciating
life around us through its
simplicity, and in our ability
to believe in the power of our
dreams and to listen to our
hearts, indirectly advising
us to notice all the signs that
are given by God to lead us
and guide our way. It is a life
changing story as observed
in the novel’s most popular
quote: “And, when you want
something, all the universe
conspires in helping you to
achieve it.”

By: Wale. shiny light never stop to pray

Once upon a time there was  All he realized was blood But on his way now someone ThOllghtS on GI’OWing up

a boy called WALE coming down from his told him its a cold world,

He wanted to have a flash mouth side better smile By: Fajer Nasser

light on a cold night He cried Oh Lord why blood He see stars again but who As .I recall it all now

Sleepless night dreaming now? But momma see him gon get him to the bright I think I could see it...

of that flash light and smile light That we all go through a lot of changeable

He thought it was easy
when momma turned on
the house light

Twenty years back, never
thought of his past life
Ambitious boy but his dreams
was only his last line

He in a dream thought he
had a bright smile

Then he woke up, but it
was 3 in the morning past
nine

He hit himself coz his dreams
was all in the dark night
He never rise and do what
brings him bright light
The obstacle and lies he
didn’t face. That was his
flash light

He brushed his teeth thinking
over and over about that

Never knowing that
accepting that blood was
his first line

To get to his flash light his
bright star, he had a bright
sight

He couldn’t wait to get
his flash light but had no
plan

People whispered to his
Heart. He was lost and never
think of the last line

He saw himself in the broken
mirror saying

“I had a dream so Ima
stand.”

The same stand he stand
when he cleaned his blood
outta his mouth

He chase his dream then
fail and fail and fail but he

On about to step back, he
heard a voice saying that
THIS is your flash light
He was a Dream Chaser,
a spartan, then he get his
flash light

Mom was proud of him
because he accept to go
through his dark sides

he saw his name on the walk
of fame then he realize he
was still dreaming

He woke up and said dreams
get you to your flash light
Now he’s standing again with
flash lights on him and this
time was not at night

I am a Dream Chaser and
this my Flash Light.

MY flash Light

This is my Flash light .

matters through life

We walk on rainy roads, pass on windy
storms

We do stumble, then fall and rise

Then walk along...

Until we find the sunshine with its irresistible,
beautiful brightening

Sometimes we think that we find peace And
that we should fill up what’s undone To
catch up the journey of living, we continued
but we...

We live in denial....

Of the weights we carry on

It’s invisible to anyone but us
Sometimes you feel far away, far away
from anyone you know far away from
yourself

You realized suddenly, you can’t keep up
anymore with certain people

Because they don’t reflect good

And they don’t reflect who you are!

They throw the blame on you

That you’ve (changed) and you are really
changing!

You do realize that you’ve to step up,
you’ve to be polished you’ve to “‘grow”...
Later on you realize,

Growing up can’t be without a lot of
growing apart

You can’t taste without the bitter

You can’t gain without the loss

You can’t learn without the pain

You can’t be free until you dare to let
go It’s just a thought that captured me
at 2am
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Language Barrier Funny Story

By: Rawan Al-Enezi

When people use language
efficiently, they can be
understood well as they
convey correct meanings.
Alternatively, when a person
who is not very good or
strong at using language,
he or she can encounter
embarrassing situations.
As English is the Lingua
Franca of the world, you
would think that by now
most people would be able
to somehow communicate
with others using it.
Conversely, if English is not
someone’s strong point, this
individual must attempt to
find a common language
in which to communicate.
I was witness to one such

situation of embarrassment
while I was at our campus’s
cafeteria. I had decided to
order a coffee there, and
as I waited in line there
was a girl in front of me
saying that she wanted
“hot chocolate cold.” 1
tried not to laugh at what
she said; the waitress was
confused. She inquired of
the girl again as to what
she wanted to order just
to be clear. Once again,
the girl replied with I
want hot chocolate cold.”
The waitress, still very
confused, told the girl
that she could understand
Arabic, but the girl ignored
her and repeated ‘I want
hot chocolate cold.” The

waitress then asked the girl
to pay for the hot chocolate;
the girl went to do so. After
she was handed her drink,
she looked very angry and
said “I talk cold!” Now, the
waitress was also angry
and gave the girl the cold
drink that she wanted as
the waitress said “This is
for you, Madame.” The girl
was shocked and pointed at
the waitress and said “For
you!” The waitress was
now so angry and super
confused and replied with
“It’s for you, Madame;
not for me.” As I watched
this scene unfold in front
of me, I tried so hard not
to laugh so I wouldn’t get
into trouble

Your Health & BMI

By: Dana Al-Thuwaini

Keeping healthy is everyone’s
goal in this vast world of food
varieties. It is sometimes
very easy to lose track of
this idea as you eat. You can
maintain a healthy status by
knowing your numbers, the
most common one being what
your weight is. However,
there is another easy and
fast way to know whether
you need to lose fat or not,
and that is by calculating
your BMI. What is BMI? It
is short for Body Mass Index,
and is a measure of body fat
based on your weight and
height. You can personally
calculate it without going to

any Dr. This is the formula of
it: BMI=The person’s weight
in Kg/the square of height in
meters. Now let’s show this
in an example:

Weight = 68 kg, Height = 165
cm (1.65 m)

Calculation: 68 + (1.65)2 =
24.98

The resulting number you
get for your BMI belongs
to one of the following
categories or groups:

* Underweight if the BMI
is between 16.0 and 18.5

* Normal (healthy weight)
if the BMI is between 18.5
and 25.0

* Overweight if the BMI is
between 25.0 and 30.0

* Obese if the BMI is between
30.0 and 35.0

It is really important to
know which category
you belong to in order to
maintain a healthy lifestyle.
So, stay healthy and always
calculate your BMI.

It’s Funny Because it’s True

By: Afrah Al-Dhafiri

This is a real story to illustrate the sad-
but-funny state of English teaching in
Kuwait. This really happened to me in
school, but I hope, especially with English
language teachers, it is a rare occurrence.

back and forth at each other with a

Back in 8th grade, our English teacher

was repeatedly saying a word in our
assigned vocabulary lesson. We had our
books closed as she wrote the word out
on the board and kept uttering ‘““whale”
in class. Now, the students were looking

surprised look on their faces, but nobody
said a word although there was, clearly,
something wrong. So, I sneaked a peek
inside our English book to find out that
what she meant (which I knew from the
start, but wanted to check to be sure). She
meant “wall”’!!! I immediately raised my
hand and told her about it, and she said
it doesn’t matter. How do you like that,
ladies and gentlemen?!

By: Sumaya Al-Rashid

How to know a shy person?
It’s easy; just try to focus
on their behavior and you’ll
recognize them. Although
shy people look quite, they
overthink a lot of things,
especially when it comes to
people’s opinions. They’re
may try hard to not seem
shy, but people aren’t
noticing their attempts or
them because they don’t
speak up. I see shyness as
a bad habit, which may
cause suffering and pain
which is not physical but
rather mental. I think
shyness is a big personal
problem, and I believe shy
people should face up to
it to take full advantage
of life. Furthermore, not
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facing the problem may
actually develop it. A shy
person may very well
lose grades in school, and
as they grow up this loss
can extend to jobs and
promotions, all as a result
of fear rooted in shyness.
This is all unfortunate. To
begin to fix the problem,
a person must be willing
to admit that being afraid

BTy |

of judgment or doing
something which some may
perceive as wrong leads to
nothing in life. Shy people
must realize that they will
mess opportunities, fun
times, and good or bad
memories (all of which
make us the people that
we are) unless they step
out of their comfort zone
and go for it.

When it Rains and Pours

By: Musa Ahmed

It is at this time of the year
when the rainy weather of
the winter season initially
gears up preparing us
for a lengthy 4-month
rain/cold marathon.
It is at this time when
different assortments
of winter clothes are
seen: Jackets come in
all kinds of colors, boots
in all sizes, sweaters in
all kinds of thickness,
etc. Yesterday, I asked
my friends about the
type of season they liked
the most, rainy or dry.
Some of them mentioned
they preferred the dry
season because it does
not paralyze movements,
occasions, and classes.
They defended their
choice basing it on an
incident which happened
a couple of weeks ago in
Kuwait where it rained
and poured. On the
other hand, others said
they preferred the cold
weather for the reason
that everything somehow
seems attractive during
that season, from the
beautiful scenery, the

singing birds, the happy
faces moving around,
to having good sleeping
moments. Their reasons
were more convincing
to me at the time and
outweighed the others’,
so much so I was inclined
more towards the latter
than the former, and
I believed they were
right.

However, after a deep
analysis into the reasons
mentioned above -especially
the one concerning that
heavy rain incident- I
changed my mind. That
was really a time when
movements were hampered
as roads closed. The worst
of it was that classes were
postponed, which made
midterm dates collide
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with one another. I know
a group of students who
were really negatively
affected by this move.
Now, I am worried about
the next few weeks, most
especially about the time
the rains will decide to
pour and come in force.
Currently, we are safe;
we are having drops of
rain. I still ask myself
what it will be like when
the heavy rains come.
What will happen when
it rains cats and dogs
for one week or when it
pours during final exams
weeks? God only knows
what will become of us
then.



