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The One True God

For various reasons,
many people have come
to believe that Muslims
worship a different
God than Christians
and Jews. Let there
be no doubt- Muslims
worship the God of Noah,
Abraham, Moses, David
and Jesus.

However, it is certainly true that Jews, Christians
and Muslims all have different concepts of Almighty
God. This, however, does not mean that each of these
three religions worships a different God. Judaism,
Christianity and Islam are “Abrahamic Faiths,”
and classified as “monotheistic.”

Moreover, the Aramaic word “El”, which is the
word for God in the language that Jesus spoke,
is certainly more similar in sound to the word
“Allah” than the English word “God.” This also
holds true for the various Hebrew words for God,
which are “El” and “Elah”. The reason for these
similarities is that Aramaic, Hebrew and Arabic are
all Semitic languages with common origins. When
translating the Bible into English, the Hebrew word
“El” is translated variously as “God”, “god” and
‘“angel”. This imprecise language allows different
translators to translate the word to fit their own
views. The Arabic word “Allah” presents no such
ambiguity, since it is only used for Almighty God
alone. A more accurate translation of the word “Allah”
into English might be “The One True God.”
Furthermore, the Arabic word “Allah” contains a
religious message due to its deep-rooted meaning
and origin. This is because it stems from the Arabic
verb ta’allaha (or alaha), which means ‘“to be
worshipped.” Thus in Arabic, the word “Allah”
means “The One who deserves all worship.”
Nevertheless, there are some, who are obviously
not on the side of truth, that want to get people to
believe that “Allah” is just some Arabian “god”,
and that Islam is completely “other” - meaning that
it has no common roots with the other Abrahamic
religions (i.e. Christianity and Judaism). To say
that Muslims worship a different “God” because
they say “Allah” is just as illogical as saying that
French people worship another God because they
use the word “Dieu”, that Spanish-speaking people
worship a different God because they say “Dios”
or that the Jews worship a different God because
they sometimes call Him “Yahweh.” Claiming that
any one language uses the only the correct word
for God is tantamount to denying the universality
of God’s message to mankind, which was to all
nations, tribes and people through various prophets
who spoke different languages.

By: Tasneem A.Al-Muhanna

Email:talmuhanna@gmail.com

Prof. Al-Ansari Welcomes a Delegation of Students with Disabilities to

Discuss University Challenges/Concerns and Proposed Solutions

Prof. Al-Ansari (left) with Dr. Al-Theyab (center)

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

KU President, Prof. Hussein Al-Ansari,
welcomed a delegation from the Deanship
of Student Affairs and students with special
needs, with the presence of the Dean of
Students’ Affairs, Dr. Abdulraheem Theyab,
aimed to discuss the challenges/concerns
of students with disabilities and create
appropriate solutions.

Moreover, Prof. Al-Ansari explained that
KU is committed to providing an equal
educational opportunity for students with
disabilities. The university facilitates equal
access to programs and services throughout
all departments and divisions, while fostering
independent decision making skills necessary
for personal and academic success.
Furthermore, he emphasized on the
university’s policy that no qualified student

The College of Arts Honors the Indian Embassy for Donating

64 Historical Books and Plan Kuwaiti-Indian Day

with a disability will be excluded, denied or
otherwise subjected to discrimination from
participating in any university program
or activity.

“The Deanship of Student Affairs provides
health instructor companions, means of
transportations, and books in Braille and
their conversion to CDs for those who need
them,” he said.

Besides, Dr. Theyab explained that the
deanship strives to foster an inclusive climate
of mutual respect and understanding on
campus, so that all students are welcome
and able to contribute to the fabric of the
university community.

Nevertheless, the Deanship of Student
Affairs organizes various cultural and
educational expeditions for students with
disabilities who attain academic excellence,

A frontal view of the discussion

at the end of each academic semester, Dr.
Theyab said.

“It’s not the disability that defines you,
it’s how you deal with the challenges the
disability presents you with. You have an
obligation to the abilities you do have, not
the disability,” he said.

Additionally, the students with special
needs extended their appreciation to Prof.
Al-Ansari and Theyab for welcoming them,
listening to their points of view and to all the
facilities and services the university provides
in order to overcome the difficulties they
face during their academic studies.

The Deanship of Student Affairs welcomes
all students who require assistance in
housing, social, cultural, academic, artistic,
and social affairs.

University Events of
the Week

Monday
10:00 AM- Technological exhibition

Prof. Al-Hajji presenting her speech

Ambassador Jane presenting his speech

in the corridor at the College of
Life Sciences.

12:00 PM- Seminar on the “Protection
and Privacy in the World Wide Web”
in the conference hall (110) at the
College of Life Sciences 110.
12:30 PM- Seminar on “What
happens in the Al-Agsa Mosque” in
the International Bank of Kuwait
hall at the College Social Sciences.

Tuesday

10:30 AM- Press conference on the
celebration of the anniversary for
the passage of 40 years at the College
of Engineering and Petroleum,

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
Under the patronage and presence
of the Dean of the College of
Arts, Prof. Hayat N. Al-Hajji,
the College of Arts honored the
Indian Embassy in Kuwait, with
the presence of the Ambassador
to Kuwait, Sunil Jane and his
accompanying delegation, as he
presented a donation of 64 books
on Indian history, arts and culture
to the college’s library.
Moreover, the ceremony began
with the national anthem of
Kuwait and a recitation of Quranic
verses, followed by the national

anthem of India.

During the opening speech,
presented by Prof. Al-Hajji, she
welcomed the Indian ambassador
to Kuwait and extended her
appreciation to the Indian Embassy
for its commitment to support the
academic relations with Kuwait,
asserting that the strong relations
between both countries go back
for centuries.

“Relations between Kuwait
and India are centuries-old.
Our great forefathers used to
travel to India in the 1930s and
1940s for trade. Now we have

to cement the relations
further through cultural
exchanges,” she said.
Furthermore, Prof. Al-Hajji
suggested organizing an
Indian Kuwaiti Day where
students can exchange
cultural information and
learn about customs,
traditions and heritage of
both countries.

“It can be held either in
November or December
this year,” she said.

Continued Pg. 31

in the Dean’s meeting room of
building 14.

Wednesday
12:00 PM- Lecture on “Draft
your personal experience” in the
conference hall (110) at the College
of Life Sciences.
12:30 PM- Seminar on “Government
management challenges in developing
countries,” in runway A1 at the College
of Business Administration.
12:30 PM- Symposium on “Drawing
for fun” in the meeting hall of
the Department of Curriculum
and Instruction at the College of
Education.

Thursday

12:00 PM- Lecture on “Shopping via
the Internet” in conference hall (110)
at the College of Life Sciences.
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The College of Engineering Honors Participating Students of the Summer Training

Course with BHPS

Prof. Al-Khayyat presenting his speech

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The Engineering Training
and Alumni Office at the
College of Engineering
and Petroleum organized
a ceremony to honor the
students who participated
in the Baker Hughes
Petroleum Services (BHPS)
summer training course
last August, under the
patronage of the college’s
Dean, Prof. Hussein Al-
Khayyat, and presence of
the regional director for
BHPS, Emad Al-Ajmi,
faculty members and
students.
Furthermore, Prof. Al-
Khayyat explained that
the College of Engineering
and Petroleum held a
number of agreements
with several agencies to
train students outside the
scope of courses, noting
that BHPS is a top-tier
oilfield service company,
with a century-long track
record, that delivers
solutions to help oil and
gas operators make the
most of their reservoirs
and has more than 5,300
employees working in
80 countries around the
world.

“BHPS and other companies
allows KU’s mission to
create a generation that
advances/develops the
country be implemented,”
he said.

Moreover, the delegation
left for Dubai to attend
the training course,
which was held in the

Al-Ajmi honoring one of the students

headquarters of the company
for the first week, while
the second week of the
training course was in the
company’s headquarters
in Kuwait.
Nevertheless, Prof.
Al-Khayyat said that
six students from the
Department of Engineering
and Petroleum were
welcomed by BHPS, as
they were given training
schedules that included
several workshops and
activities.

“A college education will
serve to propel a graduate
into a profession by
conferring a degree, which
demonstrates academic
proficiency in various
theoretical and practical
examples of ways that a
job might be performed.

However, the payoff of
an internship is that
students have gained
invaluable professional
experience, where they
might otherwise have
none,” he said.
Besides, Al-Ajmi
explained that the
cooperation between
the company and KU is
located in the heart of the
work of the commercial
company and is keen to
closely cooperate with
educational institutions
in the country, which
opens the door to a
future generation of
talented gas and oil
industry sectors in the
country.

“Many KU graduates
have attended our
training courses, during

A side view of the audience members during the ceremony
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Prof. Al-Khayyat thanking Al-Ajmi for the cooperation

past years, in order to
enrich their technical
knowledge,” he said.

In addition, Al-Ajmi
thanked the college for

Afaq Newspaper wants to hear from
readers and others who would like
to submit news, events, articles or
columns in English.

Submission will be reviewed by
our editors and if it meets our
guidelines, editorial, and quality
standards, it will be published the

their cooperation and
praised the students for
their involvement in the
training course and wished

them further success

campus.

Al-Ajmi presenting his speech

in their academic and
professional career.

Additionally, the supervisor
of the trip, Prof. Salah
Al-Mudhhi,

Department of Engineering

from the

and Petroleum, extended
his gratitude to BHPS for
adopting such training
programs that refine
students’ skills, develop
their abilities and train
them for field work.

Submit Your Work to Afaq Newspaper

following week.

If you are interested in such
submissions please email: afaq.
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Afaq Newspaper in our Shuwaikh
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Prof. Al-Hajji welcoming the ambassador

In addition, the Department
of History at the college is
arranging a trip for students
to visit historic places in India,
Prof Hajji explained. India
is the largest democracy in
the world and the fastest
growing economy in the
world, growing at a rate of
7.3 percent. Similarly, it is
also an IT superpower.

“There are several cultural
similarities among the
peoples, but what we are
doing now is bringing the
two countries closer in
contemporary times. This
can be done by knowing each
other politically, knowing

how Kuwait and India are
developing and in which
direction our relationships are
progressing,” she said.
Additionally, the Indian
ambassador said he is
profoundly proud of the
institution, which has a
student body of 7,000 and the
books on India the embassy,
handed over to the college,
are only a token.

“It was mentioned here that
Indian-Kuwaiti relations are
historical. The only other Taj
Mahal is in Kuwait... We
would like all of you to visit
India as often as possible to
know the historical places of

e

Audience members during the ceremony

India and develop academic
exchanges between our
institutions such as Delhi
University, Jawaharlal
Nehru University or any
other Indian university.
You can decide how you
want to take the academic
collaboration forward,”
he said.

Besides, the Indian embassy
in Kuwait has been issuing
five-year multiple business
visas to Kuwaiti nationals
and offering many facilities
for Kuwaitis to visit India as
tourists. Recalling the visit
of HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-

Hamad Al- Sabah to India
in 2013, the premier had
handed over a collection of
books on Kuwait to Maulana
Azad University.

“As the two countries come
closer, we understand each
other better as friends,
partners and as two peoples
who have worked historically
together. Let us know each
other in contemporary
times,” he concluded.
Nevertheless, Prof Hajji
honored the Indian ambassador
by presenting him a memento
for the occasion.
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Prof. Al-Hajji and faculty members touring the library

The College of Education Announces Khalifa Award for Education Aimed to

Advance Educational Capabilities

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The College of Education
held a press conference to
announce the Khalifa Award
for Education (2015/2016),
which aims to promote the
educational field in the Arab
world through encouraging
and motivating creative and
outstanding individuals working
in the field of education.
Furthermore, the General
Coordinator of the Khalifa
Award for Education and Vice
Dean of Academic Affairs and

Graduate Studies, Prof. Ali J.
Shehab, explained that the
Khalifa Award for Education
is an International Education
Award founded by the United
Arab Emirates. The Award

is intended to enhance the [

educational sector within the
UAE, and throughout the Arab
world at large, by honoring
the distinguished efforts of
educators in various fields
of teaching and specialized
education.

Moreover, the Award was founded
under the patronage of HH

A glimpse of the press conference

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the President of the
United Arab Emirates, and
thrives under the continuous
follow-up of His Highness
(HH) Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Abu

Dhabi’s Crown Prince, and
the continuous guidance by
HH Sheikh Mansour bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, the Deputy
Prime Minister, Minister of
Presidential Affairs and the
Chairman of the Council of

Trustees of the Khalifa Award
for Education.

Besides, the award includes
the following categories
at the local level: General
Education, Education for
People with Special Needs,
Creating Knowledge Networks,
New Media and Education,
Education and the Sustainable
Environment, and Education
and Community Service.
There are five other general
educational categories within
the UAE and throughout the
Arab world, namely: Higher

Education, Educational
Research, Projects and
Innovative Educational
Programmes, Educational
Authoring for Children, and
a Written Academic Work
about the Patron of the
Award, HH Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

The deadline to apply for the
award is Jan. 17th, 2016.
For more details: visit http://
www.khaward.ae/ or dial:
24632125-32123 246-24632125
-99649382




