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The Newly Appointed KU President Plans to Advance Academic Community

and Achieve Desired Administrative Goals

Mr. President

You have probably
heard the old saying that
“anybody can grow up
to be President,” but not
everybody is cut out to
be President. It takes a
special kind of person,
someone tough, smart,
and driven, just to run
for the job. It takes still
more talent and character to hold up under the
pressures of life in the White House.

Presidents have incredible power. For instance,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933-1945) led
the U.S. through two of its greatest crises: the
Great Depression of the 1930s and WWII. His
radio addresses, called “fireside chats,” drew huge
audiences. Before one speech, Roosevelt asked
people to buy maps so that they could follow his
explanation of WWII events.

In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809)
had an opportunity that came in wrapped in a
big problem. France had offered to sell the U.S.a
huge chunk of land west of the Mississippi River
for just $15 million. The problem was that the
USS. Constitution gave Jefferson no authority to
make the purchase, but Jefferson went ahead and
bought the land; the Louisiana Purchase, nearly
doubling the size of the U.S.

Abraham Lincoln was elected President in November
1860, but he did not take office until the following
March. During that time, seven Southern states
voted to secede the Union because they feared that
Lincoln would abolish slavery. The new President
had to choose: Should he oppose secession and
risk civil war, or should he let the Southern states
secede and see the U.S. break apart? Lincoln chose
to oppose secession. The U.S. Civil War began one
month after he became President.

How can voters be sure that a candidate will hold
up during those kinds of pressure situations? The
short answer is that they can’t. Even so, a candidate’s
character often gives clues as to how the person
will react under stress. Presidential experts say
that adult experiences can be just as important in
shaping a future President. For instance, during the
American Revolution, General George Washington
struggled to keep the Continental Army going.
He received little help from the 13 states, and the
Continental Congress had no power to force the
states to pitch in. As a result of that experience,
Washington pushed hard while he was President
to create a central U.S. government.

However, let’s hope the next US President lives
up to their promises.

By: Tasneem A.Al-Muhanna

Email:talmuhanna@gmail.com

Prof. Al-Ansari (far right) with fellow colleagues

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The newly appointed KU
President, Prof. Hussein Al-
Ansari, organized a ceremony
to celebrate Eid Al-Adha and
explained the administration’s
goal to create a strategic plan
for the advancement of the

academic community at KU,
in cooperation with the Faculty
Members Association (FMA)
and the National Union of
University Students (NUKS),
as they are the center of the
educational process.

Furthermore, the ceremony
included the presence of the

Audience members listening to Prof. Al-Ansari’s administrative goals

Secretary General, Prof. Nabeel
Al-Loughani, Assistant Secretary
General for Administrative
Affairs, Prof. Yousif Al-
Mazroui, Assistant Secretary
General for facilities Affairs,
Prof. Adam Al-Mullah, and
Assistant Secretary General
for Financial Affairs, Abdullah

Bouresli, as well as college
deans and vice deans.
Moreover, Prof. Al-Ansari
promised to show his utmost
support and help KU’s
administration to achieve
its desired goals that serve
the best interest of KU and
education.

College of Arts Student Defies Physical Disability
Stereotypes

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
Incorrect stereotypes about people
with physical disabilities have
long kept them excluded from
society. In Kuwait, there are many
organizations that help protect the
rights of the disabled, but finding
work remains a challenge for many
of them.

Nasser Al-Marzouq, a blind student
from the College of Arts, is defying
these stereotypes. A public relations
major, Al-Marzouq is now interning
at the Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)
to learn more about journalism,
media and to develop his passion
for this field of work.
Moreover, the young student
faced many obstacles when he first
enrolled in KU. For instance, he was
warned that finding a job would
be difficult as not many employees
would hire a blind employee, while
others suggested that a media job
might require too much “‘sighted”
work. Nonetheless, Al-Marzouq
rejected the negative comments
and continued his studies with more
ambition and enthusiasm.

“The biggest problem facing people
with special needs is studying in
specialized schools, separated from
the public schools during their
childhood, as this is considered a
form of isolation from the society,”
he said.

Furthermore, the country’s

institutions should trust the
abilities of blind people and those
with special needs, in general, as
modern technologies have made
it very simple for this sector of
the society to integrate into the
workplace and be active members,
Al-Marzouq explained.

In addition, blind people can rarely
be found seeking scientific majors,
as the books in that specialty are
very hard to be transliterated into
Braille (a special tactile system of
raised dots that can be read with
the fingers of people who are blind
or who have low vision), calling
on universities and governmental
institutions to offer more Braille
books in those fields, he said.
Besides, teachers, parents, and
others who are not visually impaired
ordinarily read Braille with their
eyes, an activist in the rights of
people with disabilities, Fawaz
Al-Hasban, said.

“People with special needs face
discrimination in employment and
encounter a lot of challenges in
assuming leading and supervisory
posts. They also need specially
designed buildings at their workplaces
to cope with their disability,” Al-
Hasban said.

Nevertheless, the Dean of the College
of Arts, Prof. Hayat N. Al-Hajji,
said whether someone was born
with a disability or acquired one

Al-Marzouq using the Braille system

throughout life, it’s never easy accepting the challenges it
brings, but with hard work, dedication and the drive to
achieve your dreams, the sky is the limit.

“I am extremely proud of Al-Marzouq’s achievements...
He has proved to achieve things that non-disabled people
can’t do... I wish him the greatest success and luck in his
academic career,” Prof. Al-Hajji said.

University Events of the Week

Sunday
All Day- Student elections at the College of Law

Monday
All Day- Student elections at the College of Medicine
9:00 AM- Admission gallery in Farouk Al-Bargas Exhibition Hall
(building 14) at Khaldiya campus.
12:30 PM- Seminar presentation (two-part) by visiting Professor, Dr.
Ali Saylameyat in hall (110) at the College of Computer Science and
Engineering

Tuesday
All Day- Student Elections at the Colleges of: Architecture, Dentistry
and Pharmacy
Wednesday

12:30 PM- Seminar presentation (second part) by visiting Professor,
Dr. Ali Saylameyat in hall (110) at the College of Computer Science
and Engineering.
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A view of where the Gladiator combats were held in the Roman Colosseum

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The Department of History, at
the College of Arts, organized
a scientific trip to Italy, which
included students working on
their master’s and bachelor’s
degrees, in order to visit
its archaeological sites and
historical remains, headed by
the Head of the Department,
Dr. Abdulhadi Al-Ajmi and
encouragement of Dean of the
College of Arts, Prof. Hayat N.
Al-Hajji, held between Sept.
17-26, 2015,

Furthermore, the student
delegation’s first destination
was Rome, Italy’s capital, a
sprawling and cosmopolitan
city with nearly 3,000 years
of globally influential art,
architecture and culture on
display. The students toured the
ancient ruins such as the Roman
Forum and the Colosseum;
which evoke the power of the
former Roman Empire, the
Vatican City; headquarters of
the Roman Catholic Church,

and the Vatican Museums;
which house masterpieces
such as Michelangelo’s Sistine
Chapel frescoes.

Moreover, Calabria, one of the
oldest regions of Italy, with
the first evidence of human
presence in the region dating as
far back as 700,000 years BC,
was another stop by the student
delegation, where they viewed
the famous Riace Bronzes,
on display in the National
Museum of Reggio Calabria.
The bronzes are an important
vestige of Magna Graecia, an
epoch that shaped the history of
this region significantly. These
beautiful statues, representing
two warrior heroes, are a rare
example of classical Greek
sculpture.

Besides, the scientific trip
included visiting the city of
Teramo, situated near the
confluence of the Vezzole torrent
with the Tordino River and
founded in pre-Roman time,
though the general aspect is
more recent; due to many

The architectural design of the Colosseum

19th-20th century buildings.
Two great monuments, not
far away from each other, are
almost the symbols of the town
and its history: the majestic
Cathedral and the Roman
theatre; which were explored
by the delegation.

However, the exploration didn’t
stop there, the delegation was
lucky enough to tour Pisa,
best known for its Leaning
Lower, cathedral, Arno River,
and museums, in the Tuscan
town. Pisa was one of the four
great maritime republics in
the middle ages and retains a
good selection of monuments
from that era.

Additionally, the short trip
included a visit to Florence,
considered the birthplace of
the Renaissance, and has been
called “the Athens of the Middle
Ages”. Home to masterpieces
of art and architecture, the
delegation explored iconic sites
including the Florence Cathedral;
with its terra-cotta-tiled dome
engineered by Brunelleschi and

bell tower designed by Giotto,
the Galleria dell’Accademia;
displaying Michelangelo’s
“David,” and the Uffizi Gallery;
exhibiting preeminent works
such as Botticelli’s ‘“The Birth
of Venus” and da Vinci’s
‘“Annunciation.”
Nevertheless, Venice, a city
unlike any other, with canals
where streets should be and
water shimmering everywhere,
was the delegation’s last stop.
The students visited fabulous
palaces and churches, including
the Basilica di San Marco and
Santa Maria della Salute;
reflecting centuries of history
in what was a wealthy trading
center between Europe and
the Orient.

Moreover, the student delegation
experienced historical sites
up close, which made their
historical perspective come alive
and helped them make sense
of the names, dates and events

that they learned in class.
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The Dean of the College of Science Welcomes EPA Delegation for Joint Cooperation Matters and

Prof. Al-Hassan with the EPA delegation during the meeting

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

The Dean of College of
Science, Prof. Jassim Al-
Hassan, and the Vice Dean
for the Marine Center of
Issues, Dr. Huda Mahmoud,
welcomed a delegation from
the Environment of Public
Authority (EPA), to discuss

various matters concerning
their joint cooperation
Moreover, the meeting
included a discussion
on information about
coral reef locations and
conducted studies on marine
environment; carried out
by researchers from the
College of Science.

Distinguished Visiting Professor

The delegation discussing coral reef locations

Furthermore, Prof. Al-Hassan
also welcomed visiting
Microbial Biotechnology
Professor, Dr. Ibrahim Banat,
from the University of Ulster
(United Kingdom), who
conducted many important
researches in bio surfactants
and environmental and
industrial bio-technology

applications, medicine and
health-related areas.

Furthermore, with more
than 200 published
researches published in
Internationals journals,
Prof. Banat is a recognized
expert in the use of bio
surfactants in pharmaceutical

and environmental

The College of Engineering and Petroleum Organizes Orientation

for New Students Designed to Inform New Students of the Resources
Available to Them

Dr. Al-Hazza welcoming the freshman students

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

Under the patronage of Dean
of the College of Engineering
and Petroleum, Prof. Hussein
Al-Khayat, the Office of Student
Affairs organized a freshman
orientation meeting, intended
to help new students become
members of the university
community, while receiving
important information about
academic policies and the course
registration process.

The meeting started with a
congratulatory greeting from
the Vice Dean of Student Affairs,
Dr. Khaled Al-Hazza, as he
explained the college’s focus to
prepare young talent to become
successful engineers, with the

college’s high educational
quality standards and effective
international programs.
Moreover, the college welcomed
a total of 510 new students for
the academic year 2015/2016,
of which 510 are females and
106 are males. Dr. Al-Hazza
indicated that the Department
of Civil Engineering rose to
24.5 percent, as a result of
the freshman students, while
the Department of Industrial
Engineering and Administrative
Systems rose to 5.9 percent.
Furthermore, the goal of
the orientation was to help
prepare new students for their
transition into a college life
as well as the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead.

Students meeting in a smaller group to learn about the WebPortal services

Besides, Dr. Al-Hazza thanked

students were shown the process
of course registration, received
essential academic planning
and a personalized academic
information packet, learned
about graduation requirements
and the WebPortal services, and
meet in groups with vice deans,
faculty advisors, and trained
student ambassadors.

all the participants at the
meeting, as well as the staff
of the Office of Guidance
and Counseling, wishing the
new students an academic
journey filled with excellence

and success.

Prof. Al-Hassan (right) with Prof. Banat (left)

applications.

Besides, during his visit he
discussed research aimed
to develop a technological
public platform for the
production of fermentation
of bio surfactants using
yeast strains of the
metabolism.

Additionally, since Prof.

Banat is a specialist in the
areas of research related to
oil and gas microbiology,
microbial enhanced oil
recovery (MEOR), biological
treatment, ethanol and the
production of biofuels,
his seminar proved to be
effective to the faculty and
students of the college.

Book of The Week

by: Maryam Alkandary
Book Title: All the Light We
Cannot See

Author: Anthony Doerr.
Genre: Historical.

All the Light We Cannot See
is a novel written by multiple
award winning Anthony
Doerr, Stunning New York
Times bestseller about a blind
French girl and a German
boy whose paths collide in
accepted France as both try
to survive the devastation of
World War II.
Marie-Laure lives with her
father in Paris near the
Museum of Natural History,
where he works as the master
of its thousands of locks.
When she is six, Marie-Laure
goes blind and her father
builds a perfect miniature
of their neighborhood so
she can memorize it by
touch and navigate her way
home. When she is twelve,
the Nazis occupy Paris and
father and daughter flee to
the walled citadel of Saint-
Malo, where Marie-Laure’s
reclusive great-uncle lives in
a tall house by the sea. With
them they carry what might be
the museum’s most valuable
and dangerous jewel.

In a mining town in Germany,
the orphan Werner grows
up with his younger sister,
enchanted by a crude radio
they find. Werner becomes
an expert at building and
fixing these crucial new
instruments, a talent that
wins him a place at a brutal
academy for Hitler Youth, then
a special assignment to track
the resistance. More and more
aware of the human cost of his
intelligence, Werner travels
through the heart of the war
and, finally, into Saint-Malo,
where his story and Marie-
Laure’s converge.

If you like to share your
experience with your favorite
book please contact me in
Afaq newspaper on:

Tel: 24984208
EMail: m.alkandaryafaq@
gmail.com



