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Mother Earth in the Hot Seat

The grassis pale and
stiffened with frost.
The last few browned
leavesareclingingtothe
otherwisebarebranches
of anoak tree. I ciclescan
be seen hanging from
roof eaves. Black iceis
covering the slippery,
treacherousand concrete
path. Roof tops glitter and sparkle with frost. But
will thisbethe description of winter, in placeswhere
it snows, each season?

The Earth’s average temperature is slowly rising,
causing shorter and milder winter seasonsin various
countriesaround theworld. Thisisknown asglobal
warming.

Global warmingistheresult of excesscarbon dioxide
(greenhouse gas) in theatmosphere, which actsasa
blanket; trapping heat and war ming the planet.
Beforethestart of thelIndustrial Revolution, human
activity didn’t release many greenhouse gases, but
population growth, deforestation, factory farming,
and the widespread use of fossil fuels are creating
an excess of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere,
thus contributing to global warming.

Asaresult, global warming isto the environment
likewhat cancer istohumans. Slowly it isdestroying
our earth, by changing the climate and altering
weather patterns. Such changewill speed up species
extinction, influence the length of seasons, cause

coastal flooding, and lead to more frequent and
severe storms.

Furthermore, in order to effectively addressglobal
warming, we must significantly decrease the use of
fossil fuels by reducing the use of gasoline, using
energy-efficient appliances and opting for compact
fluorescent light bulbs.

Additionally, because carbon dioxide is the key
greenhouse gas, planting treesand other plantscan
slow or stop global warming; since plants take in
carbon dioxide and release oxygen.

Moreover, decomposing waste in landfills produces
greenhouse gases. However, reducing one’'sconsumption
patterns and reusing items, whenever possible,
minimizestheir carbon footprint; since fewer new
items need to be made.

Besides, cities consume great amounts of energy
when purifying and distributing water; which
contributesto greenhouse gasemissions. Cover sely,
saving water can reducetheamount of energy used,
thus slowing global war ming.

As humansit is our responsibility to reduce our
individual carbon footprint, and to curethismostly
man-made disease.

By: Tasneem A.Al-Muhanna
Email:talmuhanna@gmail.com

KU Celebrates 48 Years Sinceits Establishment

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

KU celebrated its 48th
anniversary, on Nov.
27th, 2014, of its official
establishment on Sept. 28th,
1966, by HisHighnessthe
lateAmir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Sabah amid
a solemn ceremony.
KU was established
accordingtolaw number
29, in 1966, and was
officially opened five years
after Kuwait gained its
independence.

Furthermore, the idea
behind creatinga university
in Kuwait camein 1960
when the Ministry of
Education formed a
committee consisting
of a number of experts
and scholars from the
American University of
Beirut (Lebanon), Assuit
University (Egypt), and
University of Cambridge
(London).

Moreover, the first
academic year started
in September 1964, and

consisted of two colleges: College of

Artsand College of Science.

Later, in 1966, it was officially
opened and included the College of
Education and College for Women,
with atotal of 418 students and 31
faculty members.

Additionally, KU gradually expanded
thenumber of available collegesand
disciplines, and in theacademic year
of 2014/2015 it became the academic
home of 38,648 students, along with

1,565 faculty members.

Prof. Al-Bader Appoints and Re-Appoints Faculty

By: Abdulaziz Kazem & Tasneem A.

Al-Muhanna

ThePresident of KU, Prof. Abdullatif
Al-Bader, issued university decisions
of the appointment and renewal of
appointment towar dsfaculty members
in various scientific journals.

The first appointment was of two
faculty members, towar dsthe K uwait
Journal of Science, including Prof.
Ludovit Nepal, from the College of

Members in Scientific Journals

and Prof. Jouran Bichler, from the
College of Science.

Additionally, Prof. Humayun Kabir,
from the College of Engineering and

Computer Science and Engineering,

Petroleum, and Prof. | mtiyaz Nazam,
from the College Computer Science

renewal of appointment towards Dr.

Khaled Al-Shallal, from the College of

Social Sciences, totheeditorial board

and Engineering, were appointed to

of the Journal of Social Sciences, and
the renewal of appointment towards

Dr. Jassim Al-Awadhi, from the College

of Science, to the editorial board

the editorial board of the Journal of
Engineering Research.
Furthermore, Prof. Al-Bader issued the

of the Journal of Gulf and Arabian

Peninsula Studies.

The APC Marketsthe 2021 Version of KU’s Publications at

Sharjah International Book Fair

Al-Fahad and Hassan at the book fair

A photo of KU’s booth at the book fair

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
TheAcademic Publication Council
(APC) participated in the Sharjah
International Book Fair, held
in the Expo Center Sharjah, to
mar ket the 2021 version of the
university’s publications.
Theaim of theAPC’sparticipation
included highlighting theactive
role of KU in the enrichment
of cultural advancement and
intellectual knowledge, while
strengthening scientific links
with others.

TheAPC, which wasestablished
in 1986, promotes institutional
scientific and research publications,

and ensures high quality standards

through relevant plans and
programs.

The participation of the APC
camein responsetotheinvitation
of the Cultureand Information
Department of the Gover nment
of Sharjah, as they recognized
the importance of the book as
a primary source of knowledge
in the cultural communication
with other countries.

The Sharjah Inter national Book
Fair, which wasopened under the
patronageof the Ruler of Sharjah
and member of the Supreme
Council, His Highness Sheikh
Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammed Al
Qasimi, witnessed the participation

of 1,256 publishing housesfrom
59 countries.

M oreover, the fair included
seminars, discussions, and
wor kshopsthat covered avariety
of scientific, literary, poetic and
artistictopics, whilefeaturing a
number of renowned international,
Arab, and local figures.
TheAPC delegation included Ms.
L ateefa Fahad Al-Fahad and Ms.
GhadaAbdul Hamid Hassan, who
will hopefully participatein next
year’sfair, asit continuesto be
a platform for the exchange of

literary thoughts and ideas.

University Events
of the Week

Sunday
10:30 AM- Opening of
Communities Exhibition (five-
day expo) at the College of
BusinessAdministration
10:00AM- Opening of Crime
Week at the College of Law.
12:00 PM- National Taiwan
University students visit of
the College of Engineering
and Petroleum.

Monday
9:00 AM- Dr. Bader Al-Hajji
lecture on “ Skillsfor Dealing
with the Public” in Abdullah
Al-Jaber Theater.
10:00AM- Opening of the Career
Opportunities Exhibition (five-
day expo) in Farouk Barqash
Al-Mutairi Hall (building 14),
at the College of Engineering
and Petroleum.
11:00AM- Sportsfestival at the
gym of the College of Engineering
and Petroleum.
12:00 PM- Seminar on “History
of the K uwaiti-Spanish Relations
and Trip of the Department of
History” in seminar room (125),
at the College of Arts.
12:30 PM-Seminar on “The
Future of Philosophy” at the
College of Arts.
12:30 PM- Seminar “Risk
of Drugs Among Youth” in
Othman Abdulmalik Theater,
at Shuwaikh campus.

Tuesday
11:00 AM- Symposium on
“Variablesin the Oil Market
and its Impact on the Price
of a Barrel of Oil and the
Economy,” in conferenceroom
(119), next to Al-Ahli National
Bank (K haldiya campus).
11:00AM- Sportsfestival at the
gym of the College of Arts.

Wednesday
12:00 PM-Final Debates (English)
in Abdullah Al-Jaber theatre,
at Shuwaikh campus.
12:30 PM - Workshop within the
Career OpportunitiesExhibition
in Dean’s hall room (2) Hall,
at the College of Engineering
and Petroleum.
12:30 PM-Seminar on “Scientific
Miracles in the Quran and
Sunnah” at the Collegeof Sharia
and Islamic Studies.
Thursday

12:30 PM-Scientific lecture
on “Insectsin the Quran” in
seminar hall, at the College
of Science.
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The Cultural and Artistic Activities Department Organized Arabic Calligraphy Wor kshop

Al-Rahmany explaining the types of Arabic fonts

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
TheCultural and ArtisticActivities
Department, at the Deanship of
Student Affairs, organized an
“Arabic Calligraphy” workshop,
tointroducetheparticipantsto
cultural and historical information
about the different types of
artistic Arabic fonts.
Theworkshop, which waspresented
by Nawaf Al-Rahmany, a student
from the College of Arts, and
directed by the Supervisor of
Fine Arts Section, M's. Hannof
Al-Munaifi, was the first of its
kind.

Additionally, workshop training
involved perfecting letter-drawing
techniques, which led to complete
word development, and finally
the creation of full sentences.

A photo of one of the participants during the workshop

A photo during one of the activities at the workshop

—r

A group photo with Al-Rahmany (center right)

The Dean of Student Affairs,
Dr. Abdulraheem Al-Theyab,
praised thewor kshop and urged
the participants to continue
practicing thecraft and theart
of calligraphy.

Furthermore, heexplained that
Arabic calligraphy is different

Student Course Registration for
Semester Begins Dec. 14t,

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
The Deanship of Admission and
Registration will begin the process
of courseregistration for the second
academic semester between Dec.
1st to 15th, 2014.
Furthermore, the Dean of Admission
and Registration, Dr. Sobeeh Al-
Mukhaizim, said that the maximum
credits allowed for registration is
14 (not applicableto those expected
to graduate).

He explained that each student is
subjected to an appointment time,
between 4 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., for
which they may visit theAdvisory
and Counseling Offices to begin
their registration process, after
booking an appointment via the
onlineregistration system.

The deanship will send a short
messagefor each student, through
their cell phonenumber registered
within the university data, to

-—
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Dr. Al-Mukhaizim

inform them of their assigned
date and time, but first priority,
in appointment dates, will be for
those with special needs, students
expected to graduatein the second
semester, studentswith threepoints
or higher in GPA, and studentswho
passed 30 unitsor more.

However, studentswill also beable
to register for courses using the
online registration system. They
may modify and review their course
schedule, except between thehours
of 4 p.m. to 8: 30 p.m.; during the
appointment process.

to modern Arabic typography.
These calligraphies are mostly
ancient shapes developed in
different eras, somein the
Islamic medieval period and
othersduringthe 16th to early
17th century.

“Arabiccalligraphy isconsidered

the Second
2014

Dr. Al-Mukhaizim explained that he
will revoketheregistration of students
who do not qualify for registration;
due to their low grades in final exams
during the first academic semester
of 2014/2015.

Thedeanship will cancel waiting list
courses on Jan. 6,2015, thus students
should check their schedulesfor the
second semester on aregular basis
especially beforethe cancellation of
thewaiting lists, asthey can register
in other coursesonlineduring add/
drop period only.

Students expected to graduate in
the second semester, and those
who encounter a problem during
registration, should refer to the
employeesat the Recor ds Depar tment
to completetheir schedules, between
Jan. 11th to 22nd, 2014. Nonetheless
students should not depend on that
dateperiod and must try to complete
their schedules on their own.

Al-Rahmany (right) receiving his award of appreciation from Dr. Al-Theyab (center)

oneof themost beautiful forms
of art... Yet, learning thestyles
and intricatedetailsisextremely
difficult,” Dr. Al-Theyab said.

Furthermore, Al-Munaifi said
Arabic calligraphy is atype of
visual art which is portrayed
in theform of 28 Arabic script,

derived from the Aramaic
Nabataean alphabet.

“It is our (Fine Arts Section)
responsibility to give students,
interested in the world of
calligraphy, an opportunity to
gain completeknowledge of this

art form,” Al-Munaifi said.

M oreover, thewor kshop also gave
Al-Rahmany an opportunity to
share his personal experiences
with calligraphy and how he
managed to develop his skills
through practice and training,
for years, under the supervision
of renowned calligrapherssuch
asProf. Hossam Matar, from the
Islam ArtsCenter at Al-Magjed
Al-K abeer.

“Sincemy childhood years| loved
the idea of technical drawing
and calligraphy writing,” Al-
Rahmany said.

The workshop ended with
a ceremony in which the
participants received certificates
of completion and the calligrapher,
Al-Rahmany, received an award
of appreciation.

isfor Kuwaitis.

Kuwait University

L anguage Center- College of Arts

The Language Center — College of Arts— Kuwait University invites applications for English language
instructor positionsfor the academic year 2014/2015.
The following minimum qualifications are required:

* Applicant must have obtained all education qualifications from Kuwait University or accredited
universitiesin atraditional residential and on-campus for mat.
» The applicant should have a Bachelor degree specialized in English Language with a minimum GPA
“very good” (or equivalent); candidates with 8 years experience of teaching in one of the required
specialties (listed below) are exempted from this condition.
» The Master degree should bein one of the following specialties: « Linguistics * Applied Linguistics
*TOSEL «TEFL «TESL ¢ESP «CALL
* Preferably has experience of two yearsin languageteaching. ¢ Passthe personal interview. e Priority

The following documents should be provided with the application:
* Bachelor and Master degree with their transcripts (original-certified) from the universities and institutes.
* The equivalency certificates from the Ministry of Higher Education in Kuwait.

* Experience Certificates and reference letters.
¢ Personal documents (civil ID-national certificate-passport-birth certificate).

For full consideration, complete applications should be submitted within (one month) from the
announcement date. Interested candidates may refer to the website:
http://www.kuniv.edu/ku/ar/Car eer sSK U/L anguageTeacher sSuppor tingStaff/index.htm
Applications should be submitted to the address below:
Administration of Academic Staff Affairs, Kuwait University, Khaldiya Campus, Khaldiya, Block 3, Al
Firdous Street, Building No.2kh, Ground floor Tel: +965 — 2484 4189
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The 14th Health Week Exhibition Arranged at the College of Engineering and Petroleum

A photo during the cutting of theribbon

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
The College of Engineering
and Petroleum organized its
14th Health Week Exhibition,
titled “Give Me Health and
Take My Fortune”, in order
to increase the awareness
and prevention of all health

issues among students, staff
and faculty

Theone-week long exhibition,
which wasunder the patronage
of the Dean of the College of
Engineering and Petroleum,
Prof. Hussain Al-K hayyat,
included the participation of the

A photo with faculty members and representatives of the Ministry of Interior

Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Interior, and some non-profit
or ganizations showcasing
various health, safety and
security services.

Prof. Al-K hayyat explained that
theexhibition isaway totransfer
health infor mation and medical

facts from doctor s/specialists
directly to the community.
“Our aimisto createa healthy
environment that increases
productivity and achievement,”
Prof. Al-Khayyat said.
Furthermore, among thebooths,
occupied by variousMinistry of

College of Law Organizes Symposium to Address
Domestic Workers' |ssues

A photo during the symposium with Koning (center) and Begum (right).

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

The College of Law organized a
symposium, titled “ Rights of Domestic
Workersinthe GCC,” in an effort to
raiseawareness of thevariousissues
faced by domestic workers.
Participants of the symposium
included Rothna Begum, awomen’s
rightsresearcher for theMiddle East
and North Africaregion at Humans
RightsWatch (HRW), and Marieke
Koning, an Equality Policy Advisor
at the International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC).

During her speech, Begum explained
that domestic workers comprise
a significant part of the global
wor kforce, and areamong the most
vulnerablegroupsof workers. They
work for private households, often
without clear termsof employment,
and areexcluded from the scope of
labor legidation.

“Deplorable working conditions,
labor exploitation, and abuses of
human rights are major problems
facing domestic workers,” Begum
said.

Additionally, Begum said that Tahera,
a27-year-old woman with a husband
and son, had toleavelndonesiaayear
ago to earn money. She worked as
a domestic helper in the UAE and
was denied food, worked 15 hours
without a day off, and waslocked in
the house when the employer went
on haoliday. Taherareceived threats
from her employer, who twisted her
arm and broke a bone.

Moreover, reportsand investigations
by HRW and other rights groups
have found common patterns of
abusetowardsdomesticworkersin
the Gulf including unpaid wages, no
rest periods, excessive workloads,
food deprivation and confinement
in the workplace.

In several cases, domestic workers
have reported physical or sexual
abuse and have been in situations
of forced labor, including human
trafficking.

“Thescale of abusetowar dsdomestic
workers, hidden from public view,
demands urgent and profound
reform,” Begum said.

A photo of the attendees at the symposium

Furthermore, the International
Labor Organization (ILO) isa
United Nations agency that deals
with international labor standards. In
2011, ILO promoted the ratification
and implementation of the Domestic
Workers Convention (No. 189) &
Recommendation (No. 201); which
sets labor standards for domestic
workers, including decent working
hoursand entitlement to minimum
wage, Koning said.

All six GCC states have signed the
ILO Convention No. 189 & No. 201
toextend thelabor laws coverageto
domesticworkers, but noneimplemented
it, Koning explained.

“ A proposed Standar dized Employment
Contract (SEC) is scheduled for
adoption at the GCC conferencein
Bahrain... However, it is doubtful
that thecurrent proposal will make
a difference for migrant domestic
workers,” she said.

The SEC containsloopholesthat the
employers can use for their benefit,
Koning said. They could state that
aworker'sinjury was deliberately

self-inflicted, which frees employers
from providing medical care as
stipulated inArticle4 of thecontract.
In its current form, the SEC falls
short of the minimum standards
set forth in thelLO Convention No.
189 & No. 201.

“Even though domestic workers
providecritical serviceswhich families
depend on such ascooking, cleaning,
and childcare, they have faced
discrimination and marginalization
for generations,” Koning said.
Ministersfrom the GCC and Asian
countriesmet in Kuwait, last week,
for the third time, to broaden the
base of the Abu Dhabi Dialogue; a
common understanding of issues,
practicesand policiesin contractual
labor for theregion.

Both Koning and Begum hopethat
an equal voice is given to workers,
employersand governmentstoensure
that theviewsof the social partners
are closely reflected in labor standards

and in shaping policies.

Faculty memberstaking interest in one of the booths by the Ministry of Health

Health departments, included
physical therapy, dental care,
mater nity, der matology, and
nutritional services.

M oreover, during theexhibition,
theMinistry of Interior played
road safety films, as part of its
initiativeto spread awarenesson

traffic rules and violations.

Besides the exhibition, a
number of courses/seminars,
aimed at first aid and health
awar enesswas al so or ganized
as part of the college’'s health

initiative.

The College of Social
Sciences Holds Art Exhibition
Showecasing Student Art Work

Prof. Assiri cutting the ribbon of the art exhibition

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
Nouf Al-Hajiri, a student at the
Collegeof Social Sciences, or ganized
an art exhibition to showcase
her works of art; representing
a cross-section of contemporary
approaches, ranging from traditional
representation to conceptually
based pieces.

The exhibition, which was held
at College of Social Sciences,
displayed three years of artistic
pieces. Al-Hajiri’stalent hasbeen
refined through her involvement
in various art workshops and
drawing technique classes.
Furthermore, Al-Hajiri explained that
even though her piecesdemonstrate
variouscross-sections, shestrives
toincludea psychological element
in each piece.

“Thecollege hasalways supported
me for the development of my
talent,” Al-Hajiri said.
TheDean of the College of Social
Sciences, Prof. Abdul RedhaAssiri
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said that the college’scorevalues
includeenriching and promoting
student talents.

“Such activities/events unite
students, teachersand members
of the community,” Prof. Assiri
said.

The Dean of Student Affairs,
Dr. Abdulraheem Al-Theyab
explained that heisproud of the
existence of students’ distinguished
competencies, including their
artistic, theatrical, cultural and
sport talents.

Additionally, the Technical Supervisor
of the College of Social Sciences,
ShaimaAshkanani, said that she
waskeen on providing advantages
and advice, whenever needed, in
order to enhanceall talents.
“Thecollegeisan academic home
to an additional seven gifted
students,” Ashkanani said.



