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By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna
His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was
named a “Humanitarian
Leader” by the United
Nations, designating K uwait
asacenter for humanitarian
efforts. Secretary General
of the United Nations Ban
Ki-moon held a ceremony
to honor His Highness the
Amir for his humanitarian
efforts and supports last
Tuesday in New York.

Additionally, His Highness
the Amir announced that
Kuwait will doubleitsannual
contribution tothe Central
Emergency Response Fund
to $1 million.

SinceHisHighnessthe Amir
assumed power in 2006,
Kuwait’s humanitarian
aid to the world has been
rising, reachingvariousareas
around the world. Kuwait
hasprovided regular support
to several African countries
through the Kuwaiti Fund

The United Nations Named the

Amir Shelkh Sabah

Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah a
“Humanitarian L eader”

HisHighnessthe Amir being honored by Secretary General

of the United Nations Ban Ki-moon

for Development and was
recently the venue of the
Arab African Summit during

which His Highness the
Amir pledged $1 billion for
the development of projects

across the continent.
Furthermore, Kuwait hashosted
International Humanitarian
Pledging Conferences for
Syria. In the first conference,
held in January 2013, His
Highnessthe Amir announced
adonation of $300 million
tothe Syrian refugees. Inthe
Second Pledging Conference
held in January 2014, an
additional $500 million was
offered.

In addition, Kuwait has
alwaysstressed backingthe
Palestinian refugees. His
Highnessthe Amir announced
in January 2009 a sum of $34
million in donations to the
United Nations Relief and
WorksAgency for Palestine
Refugees. Kuwait hasalways
been a beacon of humanitarian
efforts, providing support
and aid totheneedy around
the globe.

An Iranian Delegation of Graduate Students Visited KU
President Part of the Students' Visits Program

President of KU Prof. Al-Bader in a group photo with graduate students from the I lamic Republic of Iran

By: PR.

KU President Prof.
Abdullateef Al-Bader
received a delegation of
Graduate Students from
the Islamic Republic of

o

Iran who areattending an
Arabiclanguage Courseat
the Deanship of Community
Service- KU from 10-8/10-
9/2014 upon an invitation
from KU President.

During the visit Dr. Abd
Raheem Thiyab, Dean of
Students Affair extended his
gratitudeto KU President
for hiscontinuoussupport
to the students’ visits

program.
Prof Al-Bader stated that
thelslamic Republicof Iran
and the state of Kuwait share
thesamehistory, traditions
and religion, expressing his

Graduate students from the | lamic Republic of Iran in group photos

admiration for the spirit
of commitment in Iranian
universitiesand praising
that someuniversitiesin
Iran are specialized in a
specific discipline such
as Tehran University of
Medical Sciences.
Al-Bader added that
after visiting Iranian
universities as part of
a university delegation
a few months ago, a
committee was formed
to study the possibility
of the establishment of
a College of Agriculture
in Kuwait.

Vice President for Scientific
AffairsProf. Firyal Burbaie,
stressed that Studentsand
Faculty members must
apply for the exchange
program to 3-4 months
prior totheschedulefor the
scientific and humanitarian
Colleges.

Being a Genius

By: Tasneem
A.Al-Muhanna

Aristotleoncestated that “thereis
no great geniuswithout amixture
of madness’. Many psychiatrists
and psychologists today agree
with his statement and have

argued that geniusand madness
areindeed linked tounderlying
mental disorders.

Mental illnessor insanity would
beassociated with a person who
cannot distinguish fantasy from
reality. However, many of history’'s
most celebrated geniuses were
mentally ill, from renowned
artists Vincent van Gogh and
Frida Kahlo to literary stars
VirginiaWoolf and Edgar Allan
Poe. Thus, the connection between
geniusand madnessisno longer
simply anecdotal.
Continuous knowledge can
sometimes become a burden.
An individual’s intellect may
increase, but society doesn’t
change. During conver sations,
if onewereto bring up atopic
which they aretruly interested
in, say astronomy, then surely
questions would arise of their
sanity.

Insane people can’t deal with
reality. Geniuses can’t stand
reality. Normal people try
desperately hard to fit within
reality. Thedifference between
geniusand insanity then isthat
geniuses have succeeded in
changing the parts of reality
they hate, wher easinsane people
have failed. Normal people do
nothing and accept the belief that
theworld cannot bechanged (at
least by them).

The problem with being agenius
isthat it cannot beattributed until
other peoplecan understand it.
Otherwise it is classifies as being
insane. We can see evidence of
thisall throughout history, where
societieshave condemned, and in
some cases executed, thosewith
greater under standings. Many
people who we now consider
geniuses lived lives of poverty,
no appreciation and distant from
reality in their own societies.
Thisunfortunately meant that
society did not catch up until
after their death. Often to be
a geniusis proving reality is
wrong, which is to prove that
you areright and everyoneelse
iswrong.
Email:talmuhanna@gmail.com



A photo of the meeting held in KU

By: P.R.

Kuwait University held a meeting with a delegation
from the World Bank and the Finance Ministry
to display a simplified study of the projects’ cycle
at the Univer sity, with the presence of Assistant
Secretary-General for Administrative Affairs
Bader Thiyab, Assistant Secretary-General for
facilitiesAffairsDepartment Dr. Adam Al-Mulla,
Director of the Construction Program Dr. gotaibah
Rezouki, Director of Administrative Development
and Training Department Suad Al-Zaid, along
with Director of Construction and Maintenance
Department Hameeda Al-K halidi.
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Attendees from the Ministry of Finance

Thisvisit aimed to showcase Kuwait Univer sity
potential in implementing major projects, and
to display the organizational structure of KU
and the census of officials responsible for the
implementation of projects , their qualifications
and job training programs completed with the
estimated need for training programs.

Itisworth mentioningthat thisisthe second visit
of the delegation of the World Bank to Kuwait
University astodiscussthe experiencesof KU in
the field of documentary cycle and the construction

of university buildings.

The Deansnhip of Community Service and Continuing Education
Begins Registration for Language Cour ses

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

Registration for the first
Semester of theacademic
year 2014/2015 at the
Deanship of Community
Serviceand Continuing
Education will start on
Sunday 14 Sept. 2014
to Wednesday 1 Oct.

Prof. Qasim Saleh

By: PR
Collegeof Life Sciencesat
KU has received the first
malebatch for theacademic
year 2014/2015, achieving
the College's vision and
mission in meeting the need
of the Kuwaiti labor market

2014 from 8:30a.m. to
1 p.m. and from 5:30
p.m.t08:00 p.m. located
at their “Registration
Department” in Shuwaik
campus.

The English courses
availablefor enrollment
include: Conversation,
General English,

Trandation and Writing
cour ses, which cost KD
80 for each level.

In addition to offering
English cour ses, other
languages are also
available including
Arabic (for non-speakers),
French, Spanish,
German, Japanese,

College of Life Sciences Recelved the
First Batch of Male Studentsfor the
Academic Year 2014/2015

with vital and new scientific
disciplines such as Food
Science, Nutrition, Science
Communication Disorders, and the
Management of Environmental
Technology.

Onthisoccasion, Acting Dean
of College of Life Science
Prof. Qasim Saleh welcomed
freshmen and encour aged them
topromotetheir talentsand
potential with what the College
hasto offer in academic and

scientific programs.

Prof. Saleh urged students
to disseminate knowledge,
keep studying , improve
the quality of life, secure a
bright and promising future
for them and for the society
as a whole, emphasizing on
the exerted efforts of the
Collegeto ensurethe smooth
oper ation of the educational
process for freshmen and
enrolled students.

[talian, Turkish, Persian,
Korean and Chinese at
the same price of KD
80 per level.

All coursesbegin on 12
Oct. 2014 and end on
17 Dec. 2014 for two
hoursper classand two
days each week.
Furthermore, applicants

must be over the age of
15 and havetheir civil
ID card present at the
time of registration.

Also, cour sefees must
be paid in full before
classes begin. The
Deanship isresponsible
for deciding the days
and timesfor all cour ses

so no withdrawal will
be accepted.

Please contact:

Tel- 24987300/ 24987980
for further information
or visit
www.dcsce.kuniv.
edu.

Submit Your Work to Afag

Newspaper

Afag Newspaper wantsto hear from readersand otherswho would like
to submit news, events, articles or columnsin English. Submission will
be reviewed by our editorsand if it meets our guidelines, editorial, and
quality standards, it will be published the following week.

If you areinterested in such submissions please contact Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna by email: talmuhanna@gmail.com, tel: 24686047 or simply

visit usat our location in Shuwaikh campus.
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Abdullatif Al-Bader, President
of Kuwait University welcomes
the university community into
the new academic year through
thefollowing letter which details
his vision about what changes
in the university should take
place as it approaches its 50th
anniversary. He introduces the
new univer sity motto: “ Excellence
and Innovation” .

Dear Membersof Kuwait University
(KU) Community:

A heartfelt welcome to all our
faculty, students, and staff for the
new academic year. | hope you
enjoyed a pleasant summer and
arelooking forward to the year
ahead, a year full of aspiration
and intellectual achievements.
We enter the new academic
year with a sense of momentum,
building on some noteworthy
achievements of the past year.
L et mehighlight some of them as
welook ahead, with gratitudeto
themany of you who have helped
them to berealized.

We spent much of the last year
for planning our strategy to
adapt to the surge of student
enrollments. We identified three
areasof improvement which we
thought would help in alleviating
problemscreated duetothissurge:
Faculty and academic support
staff recruitment, additional
space for teaching, optimizing
the class schedule and space
utilization.

| am delighted toreport that we
haveappointed 160 new faculty,
including 37 who arejoining us
from the scholar ship program.
The number of appointments
has increased significantly while
maintaining the same rigorous
standards. The appointment
committeesat department, college
and university levels are to be
commended for their tireless
effortsto evaluateand complete
the procedures.

The faculty recruitment drive,
however, will continue as there
are still areaswheretheneed is
high. Thenew onlinerecruitment
portal has been completed, and
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Kuwait University President’sAddressto
Faculty, Staff and Students

currently receiving applications
for afew pilot departments. The
system will be fully operational
for all colleges during this
semester.

Weimplemented newly approved
bylawsin selecting 136 applicants
from among 341 applicationsto
pursue their graduate studies
at reputable inter national
universities. Since we required
academic admission under new
bylaws, many of these scholar ship
holdershavealready started their
academic programs, and two
hopefully will join the faculty
within several years, alongwith
those 354 who were sent for
scholar ship earlier.
Furthermore, we appointed 30
Teaching Assistants and nine
Language I nstructors. Another
21 will join our ranksof academic
support personnel through the
Academic Scholar ship of Excellence
program initiated last year by
the College of Graduate Studies.
Thesewereselected from among
705 applicants.

We have started receiving
applicationsfor the Postdoctor al
Scholarship Program. Thisprogram
isdesigned to give selected PhD
holder san opportunity to obtain
a Postdoctoral experience at a
reputed university beforestarting
their academic career with us.
Weareadding additional spaceto
accommodateincreased enrollment.
This year we have managed to
add around 20 classrooms, and 70
offices. We have also developed a
new set of guidelinesto prepare
classschedulesto optimizetheuse
of facilities. Theclassesare now
mor e evenly spread throughout
theday. We havealso successfully
implemented the concept of high
density courses which helped
alleviate spaceand staff shortages.
Wehaveestablished anew college
under the Health Sciences Center.
Thenew Collegeof Public Health
will play an important rolein
professional public health training
in Kuwait and in the region.
The college will provide both
undergraduate and graduate
degreesin Public Health. A new
department and an under graduate
program of Marine Scienceshas
been established in the College

of Science. This department is
now being accommodated in the
Marine Sciences Center at the
University’snew FintasCampus.
Anocther new undergraduate
program in the College of Science
is the Biotechnology program
which is in its final stages of
approval. Furthermore, a new
department of French Language
and Literaturehasbeen approved
in the College of Arts.
Intheareaof faculty affairs, we
have completed the revision of
faculty bylawswhich consolidates
various separ atedocumentsintoa
completeand consistent reference
for all faculty and administrators
as well asworking committees.
Wehavealso approved arevised
set of rules and procedures for
the promotion of academic
support staff. Under the new
rules, anumber of support staff
haverecently been approved for
promotion.

The initiatives to motivate
high impact research and high
productivity seemtobe producing
good results. Thisisevidenced by
almost atwo-fold increasein the
percentage of papers published
in top journals over the last five
years.Alsothereisaremarkable
increasein thenumber of patent
applications. | anticipatefurther
improvementsin research quality
and productivity over the next
few years once our scholarship
of excellence program reaches
its maturity and provides a
steady stream of qualified and
enthusiastic graduate student
assistants. This academic year
marksthe beginning of Kuwait
University’s 48th anniversary.
In 2016 wewill have our Golden
Jubilee. The University isgetting
ready to celebratethisimportant
milestone. On this occasion, we
would liketo produce a volume
of scholarly studiesthat evaluates
a number of facets relating to
the history and development of
KU aswell astotheintellectual
contributions of its various
bodies, educators, studentsand
administrators. The work is
underway for preparation of this
50th year anniversary book. As
we get closer, we will also plan
other activities which will take

place throughout that year.

In celebration of the golden
jubilee, we havenow arefreshed
university logo, which includes
our aspirations through a new
tagline, but it retainstheheritage
it represents. “Excellence and
Innovation” which will be our
motto in order to beinstilled
in the subconscious of every
individual in our community to
guide usin all our endeavors.
Thesewordsarechosen carefully
with specific purpose and intent.
“Excellenceisand must bewhat
the university is about. And so,
the tagline leads with the word
Excellence. “Innovation” isthe
coretoour strategy. We believe
that theuniversity must play an
integral rolein the development
of local economy, technology
transfer initiativesstart-up business
ecosystem, ear ly-stageinvestment
ecosystem, community culture,
sustainability practices, and the
health and well-being of K uwait
residents. In order toaccomplish
theseambitiousgoals, KU must
innovate in every area. These
wordswill accompany our logo
on all official correspondence. We
will also utilizeanew university
seal and stamp which will be
used on university certificates,
diplomas, and transcripts.

In the academic year ahead we
will keep our attention focused on
several ambitiousprojectswhich
| believeareessential to becoming
aworld classuniversity. In line
with the Country’sstrategic plan,
a new College of Agriculture
should be established. | believe
that thiscollegewill play acritical
role in addressing challenges

in food security, food safety,
climate change, environmental
stewar dship, renewable ener gy
and human health. Also, wewill
start working on establishing the
Collegeof NursingintheHealth
Sciences Center totrain our own
nurse practitionersto servethe
country.

Another ambitious and long
overdueinitiativeistotransform
the College of Education into a
professional school which will
addressour direneed of training
qualified teachers. We will plan
and executethistransformation
through extensive consultations
with leading experts in the field,
and by involving all stakeholders
in the process. As| highlight
these specific initiatives and
plans, we should not lose focus of
our ultimateacademic purposes
—KU’smission of serving Kuwait,
the Gulf region, and thewor|d by:
discovering, disseminating, and
applying knowledge; upholding
thehighest standar dsof academic
integrity; and cultivating graduates
who contribute to economic
and social development. If we
keep our mission in mind in all
our endeavors, | believe wewill
realize our vision of achieving
preeminence in research and
teaching at the undergraduate
and graduatelevels, and, become
the first choice university for the
best studentsand scholarsinthe
MiddleEast and beyond. May a
sense of community around our
mission and vision infuseour work
together in the year ahead.
Sincerely, Professor Abdullatif
Al-Bader President
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10 Tipsto Get on the Good Side of your Professors:

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

Meet Your Professor Early:
Try to meet with the professor one on one early in the semester; before you start having problemsin
the class.
Grestings:
Say “hi” if you see the professor walking around campus. M ost students avoid professorsor pretend
they don’t know them on campus.
Stay on Top of Things:
Do therequired assignments. Make sure you don’t show up to class without doing the required
reading or without the paper that isdue.
Beon Time:
Don’t belateto class. Some professorsreally get annoyed if you show up after the class has started,
so make sureyou are alwaysa little early to avoid this.
Don’t Skip Classes:
Do not miss any classes; otherwise professorswill think
that you don’t care.
Plan Ahead:

Contact the professor ahead of timeif you absolutely haveto miss a class, and make up a good
excuse usually “1 had a family emergency” workswell (“grandma died” only workstwice).
Sleepingisat Bed Time Only:

Don’t fall asleep in classthisreally pisses of professors. Drink a soda or coffee before classif thisisa
problem for you.

Pay Attention:

Ask or answer questions every now and then, this showsyou are paying attention and it helpsthe
professor get to know you. Don’t worry about being called a dork or nerd in class, you just need
good grades and thisistheway to do it.

Sit in the front of the class:

Professors get to know the studentsup in front of class because they are closer and seem more
interested to be there. Thiswill also help you concentrate, pay attention, and you actually might
learn something.

Keep Track of Due Dates:

Turn in work on time. Some professors arereally anal about assignments being turned in on time,
and may not accept work if it islate.

University
News

Paint that Nail On

By: Tasneem A. Al-
Muhanna

Though wedo not want summer
toend (how did it go by sofast?),
part of usislooking forward
to all those little things that
come with fall: the crispness
in the air, layering sweaters
and swapping out our bright
summer clothes and makeup

for a moodier color palette.

Oneof the best waysto accent
thisnew fall look, iswith a fresh manicure, but wouldn’t it be better
if our manicures come with the protection against drug predators?
Perhapsit can.

A group of four undergraduate studentsin the Materials Science &
Engineering department at North Carolina State University in the
U.S. have developed a nail polish unlike anything a woman would
have come across in the past. This unique invention changes color
when it comesin contact with date-rape drugs. Date-rape drugs, or
better known as the “predator drugs,” aid in the execution of drug
facilitated assault.

Predator drugs include Rohypnol, Xanax, and GHB (gamma
hydroxybutyrate). In order for the nail polish to be exposed to the
drug, a woman needs to secretly stir her drink with her finger. If her
nail color changes, then she can be certain that her drink has been
spiked. This is extremely beneficial as such drugs are colorless and
odorlessand cannot be detected in any other way by anor mal per son.
Dueitsdiscreet detection, the creators have named the nail polish as
“Undercover Colors’.

Thisunusual idea for the safety of women was created by university
students Stephen Gray, Ankesh Madan, Tasso Von Windheim and
Tyler Confrey-Maloney. They formed a team on the university’s
Engineering Entrepreneur sProgram (EEP) and madethe development
of “Undercover Colors’ possible.Theissue of drug facilitated sexual
assault cropped up while they were thinking about the social issues
society was facing.

They team wanted to focus on preventive solutions, especially thosethat
could beintegrated into productsthat women already use. Their goal
wastoinvent technologiesthat empower women to protect themselves
from such auniversal crime. Though it isknown that predator drugs
facilitate assault, thereislittle science for their detection previousdly.

The nail polish is being developed with the help of donations; they
havealready raised $100,000 from oneinvestor. “ Under cover Colors’

won the “Lulu eGames” in April and recently reached the semi-final
of the K50 start-up showcase.

By: Tasneem A. Al-Muhanna

Film director Rob Reiner hasmade some
great films, but they were all in the 1980s:
“Stand by Me”, “The Princess Bride”
and “When Harry Met Sally” wereeach
perfect examples of their genre. This
odd-couple comedy isa perfect example
of what happenswhen a mediocrescript
isgreenlit because of thetalent attached.
Leading character Oren Little, played
by Michael Douglas, is very focused on
himself. Heis, or at least at onetimewas,
a very successful realtor. Close to his
retirement: all hehasleft todoissell his
mansion, but he's having a tough time.
Perhapsit could bedueto hissentimental
attachment to the home he shared once

Movie Review: “And So It Goes’

with hislate wife.

Additionally, Orenisalsoaterribleneighbor
and an annoyance for the occupants of
theapartment complex in which helives.
However, he also owns the place, a fact
of which all of histenantsareapparently
completely unawar e of; the old man who
yellsat their kidsand won'’t move hiscar
S0 a very pregnant woman can park in
front of the building, is their landlord.
Theonly person who appear sto get along
with Oren is his next-door neighbor,
L eah, played by Diane K eaton, a widow
and struggling lounge singer. However,
Orenisasniceto Leah asatiger istoa
baby dear.

Just when you think Oren couldn’t be

less likable, he refuses to take care of
his 10-year-old granddaughter, Sarah,
who has no place to go since her father,
Oren’sson and aformer drug addict, is
going to prison for nine months. Oren,
by hisown admission, wasn't theworld’s
greatest father and did little to help his
son when he needed Oren most. L eah
decidestotakein Sarah and becomesthe
young girl’s“grandmother”. Of course,
Oren and Leah are destined to fall for
one another.

Michael Douglastakespridein hisability
to play unlikeable characters who win
the audience over by the end, and he'll
no doubt win over many peoplewith his
performance here. No matter how great

Douglasis, it’'shardtofeel sorry for Owen
because he’s so difficult for the average
audiencetorelateto.

However, despite its predictability and
a script that feels out of touch, Douglas
certainly has excellent chemistry with
Keaton. And so it goes.
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