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World Through Art At Banan’s

It hasbeenawhilesince
my last participationin
the newspaper; | am
glad weareback. | have
been asked why, as a
language instructor, |

don’t write on therelated
subject material and
chooseartinstead. Asl

explained previoudly, it
Isconsidered asaspot
we visit sometimes
when we need to go
off track to rebalance,
and they are presented

in a second language
as a subtle means of
exposureto languagefor
thosewho areinterested
in art or find interest
in the topic of the art
presented. Languageis
considered a medium
with which we approach
subjects of interest,
and it isthefactor that
drives peopleto learn
or sharpen their second
language skills. Here,
the visual factor that

On Language and L uxury

art presentsis a plus,
asit helpsmaintain the
language we acquired
whilelimiting the need
for tranglation tools.
Talking about medium
and substance, this
week’sartwork; “Cow
and Plum Tree” made
by the Japanese artist
Okamura Utaro would
be a lovely example.
An unconventional
figure that doesn’t meet
the regular aesthetic

standards. As bulky,
plain, colorless and
unattractive as it may
look to theregular viewer,
the artwork still exudes
luxury. This luxury is
felt through the visual
aspect, which is the
Japanese minimalistic
way in depicting the
elementsof an artwork;
neat, clean, comfortable
and relaxing to see
with the least amount
of technical effects

artistsmake. It isalso
seen in the choice the
artist made by choosing
acow asamain item
and silk asafabric to
work on. It comesinthe
promising size of the
cow and the prosperity
associated with it, in
addition to the fruit
tree as a complement
along with the softness
and value of silk asthe
fabric the artist used
for his painting.

Banan H Akbar

Language Instructor —-HSC
Benan.akbar@ku.edu.kw
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